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Attitude to Death and Life Satisfaction between Groups of Elderly People with and without Cancer

Kim, Hyun-Jung’ - Kim, So-Jeung' - Kim, Jeong Soon' - Lee, Sug-Young' - Yang, Young Hee?
'Graduate School of Nursing, Dankook University, Cheonan; 2Department of Nursing, Dankook University, Cheonan, Korea

Purpose: This study was to examine attitude to death and life satisfaction between groups of elderly people with and without cancer.
Methods: This study used a descriptive research design. Data were collected from January to March 2013. Participants were 66 elderly
without cancer and 65 elderly with cancer. A questionnaire was used to collect data. Results: The attitude to death of participants was
relatively positive and the degree of life satisfaction was medium or greater. There was no significant difference in attitude to death be-
tween the groups with and without cancer. However, the score for the life satisfaction of the group without cancer was significantly
higher than that of the group with cancer. Attitude to death was significantly different according to sex, living together with family, and
intention to prepare for death. Life satisfaction was significantly different according to gender and religion. The correlation between
attitude to death and life satisfaction was not significant in both groups. Conclusion: As a result of this study the elderly had a general-
ly positive attitude to death and were satistied with their lives. Cancer influenced elderly peoples life satistaction, not their attitude to-
wards death. To improve life satisfaction for elderly people with cancer, we need to research which factors could be important.
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Table 1. General Characteristics of Elderly without Cancer and Elderly with Cancer NV=131)
Total (N=131) Elderly without cancer (n=66)  Elderly with cancer (n=65) X
Characteristics Categories Z(p)
n (%) or M+SD n (%) or M+SD n (%) or M+SD
Gender Male 64 (48.9) 23 (34.9) 41 (63.1) 10.44
Female 67 (51.1) 43 (65.2) 24 (36.9) (.001)
Age (vear) 65-69 71.6+5.85 71.6+5.81 71.6+5.92 3.61
70-74 60 (45.8) 31(47.0) 29 (44.6) (:307)
75-79 30 (22.9) 13(19.7) 17 (26.2)
>80 23 (17.6) 15 (22.7) 8(12.3)
8(13.7) 7 (10.6) 11 (16.9)
Education <Elementary school 66 (50.4) 39 (69.1) 27 (41.6) 4.24
Middle school 20 (15.3) 9(13.6) 11 (16.9) (.237)
High school 31(23.6) 12 (18.2) 19 (29.2)
>College 4(10.7) 6(9.1) 8(12.3)
Marital status Single 44 (33.6) 32 (48.5) 12 (18.5) 13.23
Married 87 (66.4) 34 (51.5) 53 (81.5) (<.001)
Living together Alone 23(17.6) 16 (24.2) 7(10.8) 4.11
Family 108 (82.4) 50 (75.8) 58 (89.2) (.043)
Economic status Poor 63 (48.1) 37 (56.1) 26 (40.0) 4.08
Not poor 58 (44.3) 23 (34.9) 35 (563.8) (.091)
Enough 0(7.6) 6(9.1) 4(6.2
Religion No 39 (29.8) 17 (25.8) 22 (33.8) 1.03
Yes 92 (70.2) 49 (74.2) 43 (66.2) (:344)
Belief in next world No 48 (36.6) 28 (42.4) 20 (30.8) 1.92
Yes 83 (63.4) 38 (57.6) 45 (69.2) (.205)
Intention to prepare for death Nothing to do 9(14.5) 10 (15.1) 9(13.9) 0.37
Having intention 61 (46.6) 32 (48.5) 29 (44.6) (.832)
Never thought 51(38.9) 24 (36.4) 27 (41.5)
Table 2. Attitude to Death and Life Satisfaction between Elderly without Cancer and Elderly with Cancer NV=131)
Total (N=131) Elderly without cancer (n=66)  Elderly with cancer (n=65)
Variable Possible Range  Min Max t(p)
M+SD M=+SD M=+SD
Attitude to death 20-80 47 73 58.59+6.19 58.29+6.81 58.91+5.54 0.57 (.569)
Life satisfaction 20-60 25 60 41.97+7.85 43.35+7.55 40.56+7.96 2.05 (.042)
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Table 3. Differences in Attitude to Death between Elderly without Cancer and Elderly with Cancer NV=131)
Total Elderly without cancer  Elderly with cancer
Characteristics Categories (N=131) (n=66) (n=695) Source F (n) IF_,;;S":
M=SD M=SD M=+SD
Gender Male 58.03+5.79 55.65+6.39 59.37 (5.02) Group 0.93 (.336)
Female 59.13+6.56 59.70+6.67 58.13 (6.37) Gender 1.60 (.208)
Group*Gender ~ 5.68 (.019)
Age (year) 71.60 (5.85) 71.64 (5.81) 71.57 (6.92) Group 0.99 (.323)
65-69 58.62 (6.54) 58.61 (7.51) 58.62 (5.44) Age 0.08 (.971)
70-74 58.80 (5.34) 59.31 (5.75) 58.41 (5.15) Group*Age 0.89 (.448)
75-79 58.35 (6.41) 58.07 (6.76) 58.88 (6.13)
=80 58.50 (6.56) 55.43 (6.91) 60.45 (6.44)
Education < Elementary school ~ 58.76 (6.20) 58.26 (6.04) 59.48 (6.48) Group 0.01 (.911)
Middle school 59.45 (6.18) 61.67 (7.11) 57.64 (4.90) Educ. 0.51 (.680)
High school 58.10 (5.96) 56.25 (7.14) 59.26 (4.94) Group*Educ. 1.33(.268)
= College 57.71(7.12) 57.50 (10.08) 57.88 (4.70)
Marital status Single 58.59 (6.19) 58.28 (7.54) 59.09 (5.28) Group 0.30 (.587)
Married 58.64 (5.82) 58.29 (6.15) 58.87 (5.64) MS 0.01 (.936)
Group*™MS 0.01 (.928)
Living together Alone 57.65 (5.61) 57.19 (5.69) 58.71 (5.68) Group 0.30 (.588)
Family 58.80 (6.32) 58.64 (7.14) 58.93 (5.57) LT 0.35 (.555)
Group* LT 0.16 (.688)
Economic status Poor 59.17 (6.09) 59.49 (6.74) 58.73 (6.13) Group 0.46 (.501)
Not poor 57.55 (6.37) 55.74 (6.84) 58.74 (5.84) ES 2.31(.103)
Enough 61.00 (5.03) 60.67 (4.68) 61.50 (6.25) Group*ES 1.37 (.259)
Religion No 57.84 (7.06) 57.21(8.34) 58.32 (5.87) Group 0.45 (.5006)
Yes 58.90 (5.81) 58.63 (6.26) 59.21 (5.41) Religion 0.86 (.354)
Group*Religion  0.35(.852)
Belief in next world No 57.29 (6.24) 58.21 (7.05) 56.00 (4.77) Group 0.25 (.874)
Yes 59.35 (6.08) 58.34 (6.72) 60.20 (5.41) BNW 3.75 (.055)
Group BNW 3.32 (.071)
Intention to prepare Nothing to do* 54.32 (5.96) 54.60 (7.65) 54.00 (3.71) Group 0.07 (.796) a<b,c
for death Having intention® 58.48 (6.00) 58.69 (7.08) 58.24 (4.63) PD 6.97 (.001)
Never thought® 60.33 (5.81) 59.29 (5.77) 61.26 (5.80) Group*PD 0.66 (.519)

Educ. =Education; MS=Martial status; LT = Living together; ES = Economic status; BNW =Belief in next world; PD =Preparation for death.
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Table 4. Differences in Life Satisfaction between Elderly without Cancer and Elderly with Cancer N=131)
Total Elderly without cancer  Elderly with cancer
Variable Categories (N=131) (n=66) (n=65) Source F (n)
M+SD M=+SD M=+SD
Gender Male 41.67+8.13 43.09+8.32 40.88 (8.01) Group 3.95 (.049)
Female 42.25+7.63 43.49+7.21 40.04 (8.02) Gender 0.02 (.879)
Group*Gender 0.19 (.664)
Age (year) 41.97+7.85 43.35+7.55 40.57 +7.96 Group 2.43 (121)
65-69 40.68+8.79 42.26+8.58 39.00+8.84 Age 2.02 (.115)
70-74 44.27+7.83 46.62+6.08 42.47 +8.69 Group*Age 0.27 (.849)
75-79 43.39+5.55 43.60+5.84 43.00+5.32
>80 40.61+6.27 41.57+7.91 40.00+£5.31
Education <Elementary school 41.36+7.18 42.59+7.57 39.59+6.28 Group 2.61(.109)
Middle school 40.20+8.81 4411+7.70 37.00+8.66 Educ. 1.48 (.224)
High school 43.77+7.80 46.42+7.17 42.11+7.89 Group*Educ. 1.53(.210)
>College 43.36+9.43 41.00+£7.90 45,13+10.59
Marital status Single 41.60+7.06 42.09+7.72 40.25+4.94 Group 3.34 (.070)
Married 42.16+8.26 44.53+7.30 40.64 +8.54 MS 0.81(.369)
Group*MS 0.43 (.516)
Living together Alone 39.83+7.69 40.44+8.05 38.43+7.16 Group 2.07 (.159)
Family 42.43+7.85 44.28+7.22 40.83+8.07 LT 2.70(.013)
Group* LT 0.15(.704)
Economic status Poor 41.63+8.11 43.16+7.31 39.46+8.82 Group 2.07 (.153)
Not poor 42.40+7.62 43.87+8.18 41.43+7.20 ES 0.45 (.641)
Enough 41.60+8.18 42.50+7.71 40.25+9.88 Group*ES 0.11 (.899)
Religion No 39.74+8.40 39.82+8.46 39.68+8.54 Group 1.57 (213)
Yes 42.91+7.46 4457 £6.89 41.02+7.71 Religion 4.27 (.041)
Group*Religion 1.34 (.250)
Belief in next world No 40.39+8.16 40.96+7.41 39.60+9.26 Group 3.79 (.054)
Yes 42.88+7.59 45.11+7.26 41.00+7.39 BNW 3.89 (.051)
Group*BNW 0.95 (.331)
Intention to prepare Nothing to do 40.21+6.12 41.80+7.84 38.44+2.92 Group 3.33(.070)
for death Having intention 42.30+7.73 44.31+8.06 40.07+6.83 PD 0.59 (.557)
Never thought 42.24+8.59 42.71+6.83 41.81+10.00 Group*PD 0.65 (.523)
Educ. =Education; MS=Martial status; LT =Living together; ES=Economic status; BNW =Belief in next world; PD=Preparation for death.
Table 5. Correlations of Attitude to Death and Life Satisfaction NV=131)
Life satisfaction
Variable Total (N=131) Elderly without cancer (n=66) Elderly with cancer (n=65)
r(p) r(p) r(p)
Attitude to death 03(.723) .06 (.607) 01(914)
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