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A Case of Primary Malignant Mesenchymoma of the Heart

Byung 11 Chang, MD, Sang Jae Lee, MD, Han Dong Sung, MD, Chan Hee Seo, MD,
Jae Kwang Shim, MD, Dong Il Lee, MD, Young Yoo Kim, MD and Jong Hyun Kim, MD
Department of Internal Medicine, Wallace Memorial Baptist Hospital, Busan, Korea

ABSTRACT

A malignant mesenchymoma is a rare soft tissue neoplasm that show at least two types of malignant mesenchymal
differentiation, in addition to poorly differentiated fibrosarcomatous elements. They grow rapidly, recur frequently,
and can be found in a wide variety of location, with most occurring in the extremities. A primary malignant me-
senchymoma of the heart is extremely rare, with only 20 cases having been reported worldwide in the English
literature up to 2002. We experienced a case of primary cardiac malignant mesenchymoma in a 59 year old female
patient, who was admitted due to exertional dyspnea. This case is reported, with a review of the relevant literature.

(Korean Circulation J 2003:;33(7):625-628)
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Fig. 1. Echocardiographic findings. Transthoracic parasternal long axis view (A) demostrate that a huge mass full-filed
the left atfrial cavity. Transgastric long axis view (B) show large mass at LA and appendage with prolapsed anterior

mitral leaflet, thickened posterior leaflet.
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Fig. 2. Gross and microscopic findings. Mass composed of several fragments of grayish fibrous tissues show foci of
hemorrhage and necrosis (A). Microscopically it show variable components of malignant mesenchymoma origin,
composed of chondrosarcoma (B), fibrosarcoma with high mitotic figures, bizzare nuclei (C) and malignant fibrous

histiocytoma (D).
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