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A Case of Severe Bradyarrhythmia after Ingestion of Rhododendron Brachycarpum
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ABSTRACT

Rhododendron brachycarpum has been known as a panacea in Korean folk medicine, and is used to treat va-
rious diseases including hypertension. Excessive ingestion can cause intoxication by grayanotoxin. We expe-
rienced a 59 year-old man suffering of grayanotoxin intoxication following excessive ingestion of Rhod-
odendron brachycarpum. The patient presented dizziness, weakness, and chest discomfort with cold sweats.
Electrocardiography showed marked sinus bradycardia with atrio-ventricular dissociation. With intravenous
saline and atropine, the patient recovered. This case calls attention to the potential cardiotoxicity of Korean

folk medicine Rhododendron brachycarpum. (Korean Circulation J 2002532(3)268-270)
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Fig. 1. Electrocardiography on admission, showing mar-
ked sinus bradycardia and atrio-ventricular dissociation.
Ventricular rate is 36 beats per minute.

s

0 0Oddod, OO, 590.

0 0Ooooo,booboo,boobo ood og o
aad.

dooooo 200000 oboob oo oo od
gobd oob oo 0Ob bbb bob obo oo
0 oo ob b 15 L0 00 0ob oo oboo
good. oo ob boo oob ooob 100 o
0 00 OO0 00O OO oooo ob oooo o
ooo oooo ooood.

go0oOos00 0od Oob oboo 30 ood
carvedilol 25 mgd losartan 50 mgd O0O0O0 O0O.
00 0bo oo O oooboo ooo.

goboobooo oo.

000 00000 00 00 68/38 mmHg, OO 36.

50,000 360 /0,000 200 /0 0O0O0.000
0000 000 0000 0000 000oo.

000 00000 00 000 00 00 00od
0000 6,370/mm?, 000 13.7 g/dL, OO0 161,
000/mm° 000, 000 000 Na© 142 mEg/L, K*
5.2 mEg/L, CI” 112 mEg/LO O, 0000000 CK
54 1U/L, CK—MB 14 IU/L, LDH 333 IU/L, BUN 20
mg/dL, creatinine 1.3 mg/dLO 0.

000 00000 00 0000 00 00000
00000 00d(Fig. 1).

000 00000 00 0000 00000 0oo.

00 0 00000 000 00 0oodoo od
0000 0000 1.0 mgd 000O0O. 30 0 OO
0 OO0 9800 0000O. 00 000 OO 3800
000 000D 0000 1.0 mg OO O OO O 50
00 0000 000 O 000 000000, 00 2

Fig. 2. Electrocardiography after recovery, showing no-
rmal sinus rhythm with first degree atrio-ventricular block.
Sinus and venfricular rate are 67 beats per minute.
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