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Fig. 1. Retroanastomotic hernia with efferent loop herniation in a 64-year-old man undergone subtotal gastrectomy with gastroje-
junostomy for gastric ulcer perforation 17 years earlier.

A. Transverse gray-scale US image shows the whirling of mesenteric vessels (arrowheads), jejunal loops (short arrows), and mesen-
tery (long arrows) in the superior periumbilical abdomen.

B. Transverse color Doppler US image shows the whirling of mesenteric vessels with alternating different colors (arrowheads).
Duplex US images showed arterial waveform and venous waveform within sample volume of rotating vessels (not shown).

C. Transverse gray-scale US image in the right lower abdomen shows dilatation of small bowel loops with mural thickening (ar-
rows).
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Fig. 2. Retroanastomotic hernia with efferent loop hernia-
tion in a 32-year-old man undergone subtotal gastrectomy
with antecolic gastrojejunostomy for stomach cancer 6 days
earlier.

A. Transverse gray-scale US image shows the whirling of
mesenteric vessels (arrowheads), jejunal loops (short ar-
rows), and mesentery (long arrows) in the left periumbilical
abdomen.

B. Transverse color Doppler US image shows the whirling
of mesenteric vessels with alternating different colors (ar-
rowheads).

C. Contrast-enhanced abdominal CT image shows the
whirling of jejunal loops (arrows) and mesenteric vessels
(arrowheads) in the left periumbilical abdomen.

D. Contrast-enhanced abdominal CT image obtained caudal
to C. shows mural thickening and collapse of herniated ef-
ferent loops (arrows).
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Fig. 3. Retroanastomotic hernia with afferent loop herniation in a 67-year-old man undergone subtotal gastrectomy with antecolic
gastrojejunostomy for stomach cancer 40 days earlier.

A. Transverse gray-scale US image shows marked dilatation of second and third duodenum (afferent loop) (arrowheads) in the epi-
gastric region.

B. Contrast-enhanced abdominal CT image shows the whirling of short segment of a long redundant afferent loop behind the anas-
tomosis (arrows).

C. Contrast-enhanced abdominal CT image obtained 1.5 cm caudal to B. shows markedly dilated afferent loop (arrowheads) and
the whirling afferent loop (arrows).

D. Contrast-enhanced abdominal CT image obtained caudal to C. shows markedly dilated afferent loop (arrowheads).

- 192 -



2003;49:189-195

@.
(4-6).
, (coliky pain) ). 3
3
. 1
7, 12).
Table 1. US, CT, and Small Bowel Follow-through Examination Findings of Retroanastomotic Hernia (N=11)
Patient Type of
No./Age anastomosis/ Location Findings at US Findings at CT Findings at SMFT  Findings at surgery
(y)/Sex Interval between of whirl (n=9) (n=8) (n=3) (n=11)
GJSand RH
1/62/M  Antecolic/3y11m Left Whirling of EL, MV, Whirling of EL, Stasis of Herniation of most EL
periumbilical and Ms MYV, and Ms barium-filled EL
2/45/M  Retrocolic/6 m  Left Whirling of EL, MV, Stasis and dilatation Herniation of 100-cm
periumbilical and Ms of barium-filled EL length of EL
Dilatation of herniated EL
3/64/M  Undescribed/17y Superior Whirling of EL, MV,
periumbilical and Ms Herniation of 150-cm
Dilatation and thickening length of EL
of herniated EL Ischemia of EL
Decrease of peristalsis
4/62/M  Retrocolic/2m Right Whirling of EL, MV, Whirling of EL, MV, Herniation of 100-cm
periumbilical and Ms and Ms length of EL and 5-cm
Dilatation of AL Dilatation of AL length of AL
Thickening of herniated EL Thickening of herniated EL
5/67/M  Antecolic/im10d Left upper Dilatation of AL Dilatation of AL Herniation of 5-cm
abdominal Whirling of small portion length of AL
of a long redundant AL
6/71/M  Undescribed/8y ~ Umbilical Whirling of EL, MV, and Ms Herniation of most EL
Dilatation and thickening of
herniated EL
7/71/F  Undescribed/8ylm Left Whirling of EL, MV, and Ms Herniation of 180-cm
periumbilical Thickening of herniated EL length of EL and 5-cm
Marked dilataton of AL length of AL
8/73/M  Antecolic/7d Left Whirling of EL, MV, and Ms Whirling of EL, MV, and Ms  Good passage Herniation of most EL
periumbilical Thickening of herniated EL Thickening of herniated EL  through barium- Ischemia of EL
Decrease of peristalsis Decreased enhancement of ~ filled EL
herniated EL
9/56/M  Antecolic/3y7m  Superior Whirling of EL, MV, and Ms Herniation of most EL
periumbilical Dilatation and thickening Ischemia of EL
of herniated EL
Decrease of peristalsis
10/32/M Antecolic/6d Left Whirling of EL, MV, and Ms Whirling of EL, MV, and Ms Herniation of 100-cm
periumbilical Thickening of herniated EL Thickening of herniated EL length of EL
11/51/M Antecolic/4m Left Whirling of EL, MV, and Ms Whirling of EL, MV, and Ms Herniation of 100-cm
periumbilical Thickening of herniated EL Thickening of herniated EL length of EL

AL: afferent loop, CT: computed tomography, d: day, EL: efferent loop, F: female, GJS: Gastrojejunostomy, M: Male, m: month, Ms: mesentery,
MV: mesenteric vessel, N: total number, n=number, RH: retroanastomotic hernia, SMFT: small bowel follow-through, US: ultrasound, y: year.
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US and CT Findings of Retroanastomotic Hernia
after Gastrojejunostomy’

Hee Young Jang, M.D., Jung Hyeok Kwon, M.D., Jin Soo Choi, M.D.

'Department of Diagnostic Radiology, Dongsan Medical Center, Keimyung University College of Medicine

Purpose: To review the radiologic findings of retroanastomotic hernia and to derive useful US and CT criteria
to assist in the diagnosis of the condition in patients who have undergone gastrojejunostomy.

Materials and Methods: During a recent eight-year period, we encountered 11 consecutive cases of retroanas-
tomotic hernia. Of the patients involved, nine underwent ultrasound (US), eight underwent computed tomog-
raphy (CT), and in three, small bowel follow-through imaging was performed. The US and CT scans were re-
viewed to determine abnormal findings; surgical proof was available in all cases.

Results: The efferent loop was herniated through the defect created behind the anastomosis in eight cases,
both the efferent and afferent loop in two cases, and the afferent loop in one case. Retroanastomotic hernia
was prospectively diagnosed in ten of these eleven cases. Among the eight cases of efferent loop herniation, US
and CT signs of retroanastomotic hernia included whirling of mesenteric vessels, jejunal loops and mesentery
in the periumbilical abdomen (8/8); mural thickening of herniated bowel loops (6/8); dilatation of herniated
bowel loops (4/8); (at US) decreased peristalsis of herniated bowel loops (3/7); and (at CT) decreased contrast
enhancement of herniated bowel loops (1/5). In one case, US and CT signs of retroanastomotic hernia of the af-
ferent loop included its dilatation and whirling of a short length behind the anastomosis. In two cases, US and
CT signs of retroanastomotic hernia of both the afferent and efferent loop included findings of both afferent
and efferent loop herniation.

Conclusion: Retroanastomotic hernia is an important and underdiagnosed condition, and the US and CT find-
ings we have described may permit its accurate diagnosis.
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