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CT Metrizamide Myelography in Intrathoracic Meningocele

Ki Man Lee, MD., Seong Ku Woo, M.D., Ok Bae Kim, M.D., Soo Jhi Suh, M.D.

Department of Radiology, Keimyung University Medical College, Taegu, Korea

Intrathoracic meningocele is a protrusion of the spinal meninges through an intervertebral foramen into

the thoracic cavity. The majority occur in association with neurofibromatosis.

The authors experienced a case of intrathoracic meningocele in 26 years old male patient associated with

neurofibromatosis, and present conventional CT and CT metrizamide myelographic findings.
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Fig. 3. Contrast enhanced CT reveals well-defined

Fig. 1. PA view of the chest reveals well-defined dumbbell-shaped, low density mass (10 HU-
lobulated paravertebral soft tissue mass above 14 HU) in the spinal canal and paraspinal
aortic arch. Note erosion of posterior portion region with widening of intervertebral fora-
of left 3rd to 5th ribs. men.

Fig. 2. A. AP view of the T-spine shows absence of left-side pedicles from T2 to TS5, erosion of posterior
portion of left 2nd to 5th ribs, increased interpedicular distances, and scoliosis to right side.

B. Lateral view reveals posterior scalloping of bodies of 2nd to 6th dorsal spine and widening of 2nd to
4th intervertebral spaces.
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Fig. 4.

CT metrizamide myelogram shows contrast
medium filling of dumbbell-shaped mass
indicating meningocele.
displacement.

Note spinal cord
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Fig. 5. Pantopaque
lobulated meningocele.

myelogram
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