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— Abstract —

Opacification of Tympanic Membrane
— As an Anatomic Landmark of Oto-Radiology —

Jae Hyung Park, M.D.

Department of Radiology, College of Medicine, Seoul National University

Opacification of tympanic membrane was done by attachment of a cotton patch soaked with con-
trast media through external meatus. Detailed evaluation of fine structures in middle ear of normal
adult is easily done after opacification of tympanic membrane.

It was believed that opacified tympanic membrane would be an useful landmark for early detection

of cholesteatoma and a good marker also in tomography of temporal bone.
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Fig. 1. Guillen’s view reveals opacified tympanic membrane and fine structures
of middle ear.

Fig.2. In Chaussé 0 view, middle ear cavity is clearly defined by opacified TM,
the lateral wall of the cavity.

(a) (b)

Fig.3. Schematic drawing of fine structures of middle ear in Guiller’s (a) and
Chausse [ (b) views. 1. Antrum, 2. Bony spur, 3. Opacified TM, 4. Os-
sicle mass and stapes, 5. SSCC, 6. LSCC and vestibule, 7. Oval window,
8. Basal turn of cochlear.
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Fig.4. Opacified tympanic membranes are seenin
straight AP, Towne’s and basa! views. In
Towne’s and basal views, cotton patches
soaked with contrast media are applied at
right side only. Opacified TX is an useful
anatomic landmark of middle ear.
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