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X-Ray Diagnosis of Esophageal Cancer and Application of Borrmann’s Classification

Soo-Yil Chin, M.D.

Cancer Research Hospital (K. A. E. R. 1)

In 126 cases who were diagnosed as esophageal cancer and treated by radiation at Cancer Research

Hospital, K.A.E.R.I.,

from January 1974 to July 1979, a study on the X-ray diagnosis of esophageal

cancer was carried out mainly as to the type classification.

The ordinary classification of esophageal cancer by X-ray picture was reviewed and Borrmann’s

classification using in gastric cancer was tried to apply to the macroscopic classification of esophageal

cancer, and also the application of this classification to X-ray diagnosis was discussed. And the effect

of radiotherapy as to each type of cancer according to the ordinary X-ray classification and Borrmann’s

classification was studied too.

The results were as follows:

1. The ordinary X-ray classification was not simple, because the degree of progression of cancer,

difference of mural invasion, and position and method of radiography could make misinterpre-

tation of the type of cancer and the therapeutic effect by radiation as to each type according to

this classification did not represent a significant characteristics too, although the radiation was

most effective in the polypoidal type and least effective in funnel type.

The Borrmann’s classification was relatively easy even on the radiogram because of little

overlapping between each type and the type became more evident on the resected specimen
*

The

2
after operation.
classification and radiotherapeutic effect.
decreased in type Il, Ill, and IV in the order.
quarters of type IV.

3

the gastric cancer.

And also some correlation was recognized between the type of Borrmann’s

effect was best in type | and it was gradually

The radiotherapy was ineffective in about three

. The Borrmann’s classification is now employed to the carcinoma of large bowel, as well as to

If it is applied to the esophageal cancer, the macroscopic classification for

the cancer of digestive tract can be systemized and it will be convenient in clinical study.
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