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Clinical Study of Pulmonary Tuberculosis for Admitted Patients
at National Masan Tuberculosis Hospital
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Cheon Tae Kim, M.D., Sun Dae Song, M.D.

Clinical Institute, National Masan Tuberculosis Hospital, Masan, Korea

Objective : Although the prevalence of pulmonary tuberculosis has decreased progressively after the national
control program for tuberculosis began, nowadays the number of MDRTB is increasing seriously. MDRTB
tends to be poor responsive to current antituberculosis regimens. It is mainly due to poor compliance, high rate
of side reaction of secondary drugs, and limitation in number of available drugs. The purpose of present study
Is to evaluate the clinical features of pulmonary tuberculosis patients admitted in one national tuberculosis hos-
pital and to expose the problems pertaining to current remedies, to increase the treatment efficacy for pulmo-
nary tuberculosis including MDRTB in the end.

Method : Retrospective analysis of 336 pulmonary tuberculosis patients admitted in National Masan Tubercu-
losis Hospital was done. Contents of analysis were patients profile, the first diagnosed time and medical insti-
tutes, family history, residence, previous treatment history, chief complaints at the time of admission, lesion site
on chest X-ray film, combined deseases, side reaction to antibuberculosis drugs, used drugs before admission
and the results of drug sensitivity test.

Results : The ratio between male and female was 4: 1. Age showed relatively even distribution from 3rd to 6
th decades. 64.6% of the patients was diagnosed at public health center. Weight loss was the most common
complaint at admission. Bilateral lesions on chest X-ray films were 59.8%. 130patients had combined desease,
of which DM was the most common(37.7%). 95patients had family history, of which parents were the most
common(41.7%). According to the time of first diagnosis, 31 patients were diagnosed before 1980, and after

then the number of patients was increased by degrees. Residence overwhelmed in pusan and gyung-nam prov-
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ince. 258 patients got previous treatment history, of which 112 patients(43.4%) had more than 3 times and only
133 patients(51.6%) got regular medication. 97 patients used more than other 3 drugs in addition to INH, EMB,
RFP and PZA before admission. 154 patients were informed with the results of drug sensitivity test. of which
77 patients had resistance to more than 5 drugs. Gastrointestinal problem was the most common in side reac-

tion to drugs.

Conclusion : In the case of weigt loss of unknown cause, tuberculosis should be suspected.
In first treatment, sufficient and satisfactory explanation for tuberculosis is necessary and treatment period

should not be stict to 6 month-short term therapy.

In retreatment, new drugs should not be added to used drugs enen though drug sensitivity restlts show sensi-

tivity to some of them.

Proper time for surgical intervention should not be delayed.
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Fig. 1. Sex and Age Distribution
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Fig. 3. Chief Complaints

Table 1. Location of Lesions on Chest X-ray Film

Right Left Total
(N=46) (N=150) (N=297)
BLF 201
ULF 29 26 55
MLF 6 0
LLF 2 4
WLF 9 20 29

BLF : Both Lung Field,

ULF : Upper Lung Field,
MLF : Middle Lung Field
LLF : Lower Lung Field,
WLF : Whole Lung Field
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Fig. 4. Combined Disease (total 130 cases)
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Fig. 6. Time of 1st Diagnosis
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Fig. 5. Family History (total 95 cases)
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Fig. 7. Residence Distribution
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Fig. 11. Number of Resistant Drugs (total 154
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Fig. 12. Side Reaction during Medication
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