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=Abstract=

A Case of Small Cell Carcinoma of the Pleura

Chang Min Choi, M.D., Sang Won Um, M.D., Chul Gyu Yoo, M.D.,
Choon Taek Lee, M.D., Young Whan Kim, M.D.,
Sung Koo Han, M.D., Young-Soo Shim, M.D.

Department of Internal Medicine, Lung Institute of Medical Research Center,
Seoul National University College of Medicine, Seoul, Korea

A extrapulmonary small cell carcinoma is a very rare disease, and a primary pleural manifestation is
extremely rare. A diagnosis of a small cell carcinoma should be based on the cell morphology, histological
pattern, and an immunohistochemical study. We recently experienced a case of small cell carcinoma (SCC)
of the pleura in a 59-year-old man who had suffered from right pleuritic chest pain. A histopathological
confirmation of SCC was made by a video-associated thoracoscopic lung biopsy. Systemic chemotherapy
with etoposide and cisplatin was initiated. (Tuberculosis and Respiratory Diseases 2002, 53:52-55)
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Fig 1. Chest CT scan shows multiple enhanced
pleural based masses with pleural effu-
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Fig. 2. Pathologic finding of the pleural mass :
histology revealed small round fusiform
cells with extremely hyperchromatic
nuclei and scanty cytoplasm (H&E, X

Fig. 3. Immunohistochemical finding of the ple-
ural mass:The tumor cells are diffusely
positive for cytokeratin immunostatin.
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Fig. 4. Immunohistochemical finding of the
pleural mass:The tumor cells are diffu-
sely positive for synaptophysin immu -
nostatin. (% 400)
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