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Ethnography on the Adaptation Processes of Japanese Marriage
Immigrant Women to Community in Rural Areas

An, Hyo-Ja

Associate Professor, Department of Nursing, Dongshin University, Naju, Korea

Purpose: The purpose of this study was to identify and describe cultural meanings for married Japanese immigrant
women in rural Korean communities. Methods: The informants were 10 women in rural areas. Data were collected
from August 2017 to June 2018 through in-depth interviews and participant observations and analyzed using text
analysis and taxonomic methods developed by Spradley. Results: The meanings of adaptation were classified into
five cultural domains: Practicing the doctrine, accepting the difference, redemption, true home, and confronting
reality. The subthemes according to meanings of adaptation were comprised of international marriage with a sense
of calling, bearing with sense of duty, and making a living substantively. The subthemes in this study reflect the
process of adaptation. The cultural themes in the process of adaptation were overcoming differences and conflicts
between Korea and Japan to achieve true family. Conclusion: The adaptation processes of married Japanese
immigrant women included making their living reality known and recognizing the times when exchanges between
Koreans and Japanese cannot exist within a hostile composition.
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Table 1. Ethnography on Adaptation of Japanese Marriage Immigrant Women

Domain Category Attribute Sub-themes Themes
Accepting - Encountering religion International Overcoming
Practicing religious - Being fascinated with religious doctrine marriage with differences and
the doctrine doctrine - Arming with belief and accepting everything a sense of conflicts
- Accepting sacrifice to be forgiven as a enemy nation  calling between Korea

Accepting the
difference

Redemption

True home

Confronting
reality

Preparing to
practice the
doctrine

Arming with
religious
doctrine

Enduring the
inconvenience
of rural life

Accepting
Korean
lifestyle

Enduring
hostility

Comforting
Korean anger

Standing against
fear of raising
the kids

Keep a home

Worrying about
change of
nationality

Keeping your
mind from
suffering

Participating
initiatively

Mutual
understanding

- Running a risk of the contrary of family

- Making affection before marriage life
- Learning Korean culture and language
- Learning the history between Korea and Japan

- Getting the power to endure

- Making a chance as a recharge
- Getting a guidance of life

- Contributing to world peace

- Mastering new life pattern

- Doing hard agricultural work

- Doing simple labour with economic difficulty
- Accepting rural situation based on old people

- Levering Korean and dialect
- Getting used to korean food
- Understanding interference and a hard-hitting speech

- Enduring neighbor's refused admittance
- Enduring school parent's a disapproving manner
- Enduring anti-Japan sentiment of family

- Making an apology for ancestor's sin
- Devoting to Korea' rural

- Making an apology for children's anti- Japan

sentiment

- Explaining about historical background and

international situation

- Enduring children's a psychological scar

- Agonizing about Japanese language education
- Bearing many children to cultivate sociality

- Delivering a message of hope

- Living with serving husband's parents faithfully
- Compromising to keep a home
- Preventing divorce to keep a home

- Tolerating discomfort according to hold nationality
- Living as a Korean by changing nationality

- Separating between ancestor's problem and self
- Blocking off in sentiment
- Maintaining neutral position between two nations

- Participating social hobby activities
- Participating religious activities to consider

individual situation

- Participating community volunteering available

- Receiving support as not a fault of migrant's female
- Feeling thanks as neighbor's Japanese language use
- Understanding of anti-Japan sentiment

Bearing with
sense of duty

Making a living
substantively

and Japan to
achieve true
family
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