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Types of Gender Role Identity in Nursing Students:
A Q Methodological Study

Park, Euna' - Ko, Sung Hee?

'Department of Nursing, Pukyong National University, Busan
*College of Nursing, Chonbuk National University, Jeonju, Korea

Purpose: This study was done to identify types and characteristics of gender role identity from the perspectives of
nursing students who experience challenges and maladjustments that are distinct from students in other depart-
ments because nursing students have a curriculum that includes both academic courses and clinical practice.
Methods: Q Methodology was used to examine differences in the meaning of gender role identity among individual
students. Data from 40 women nursing students, using 40 Q samples representing masculinity and femininity, were
collected and analyzed. Results: The participants’ responses were classified into three types: 'Affectionate-sensitive
type' represented by those who share traditional Korean feminine characteristics and are delicately sensitive.
'Affectionate-assertive type' represented by those who have strong characteristics of warm leaders, and are re-
sponsive and confident. 'Sensitive-expressive type' represented by those who are excellent in communication and
have high empathic ability. Conclusion: Nursing professors or counselors need to provide nursing students with guid-
ance and counseling related to adaptation to school life, career exploration, and career choice based on the their

type of gender role identity.
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Table 1. Characteristics of P Sample

lon

Variables Factor loading Weighting Eigen Variance Cum.ulative
Typel Type2 Type3 factors value variance
Type 1 P01 .052 .021 177 0.750 10.311 .257 .257
(n=23) P02 .098 -.017 228 0.896
P03 .619 -.564 -.140 2.585
P07 .576 -.001 135 0.034
P08 014 -.072 212 0.768
P09 .830 -.060 -.145 1.584
P10 312 -.341 -.160 0.502
P11 .628 -.192 -.193 1.176
P12 .401 045 124 0.345
P13 511 -.280 -.055 0.890
P18 .590 -.475 -.157 1.795
P19 .347 -.241 -.442 0.603
P20 .489 -.090 -.175 0.642
P21 577 -.033 -.275 0.790
P22 734 -.188 164 1.420
P23 .603 -.318 224 1.125
P25 .490 .073 -.161 0.492
P30 636 -.012 -.486 0.996
P31 024 234 -.123 0.555
P32 .729 119 -.109 0.903
P33 .796 -.166 -.253 2,253
P34 .621 -.340 .084 1.333
P40 .368 -.101 -.083 0.441
Type 2 P04 141 431 -.428 1.014 4.328 .108 .365
(n=9) P06 .101 .483 -.541 1.491
P15 .279 179 -.267 0.445
P16 464 412 -.272 0.945
P17 .490 .568 -.154 1.091
P27 .314 437 -.240 0.798
P29 181 574 -.216 0,922
P35 .098 525 .016 0.451
P38 -.306 .590 -.088 0.442
Type 3 P05 554 204 374 0.964 2913 .072 .437
(n=8) P14 .330 .440 .362 1.076
P24 .016 .376 .437 1.898
P26 -.052 224 .489 0.591
P28 313 .503 .140 0.658
P36 129 204 .057 0.211
P37 410 .536 324 1.317
P39 .398 117 .537 1.014
Correlations Type 1 1.000
between types  Type 2 .140 1.000
Type 3 .351 .321 1.000
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Table 2. Descending Array of Z-score (Greater than £1) and ltem Description for Each Type

Types No Statements Z score
Type 1: 30 Sympathetic 1.60
Affectionate-sensitive 39 Understanding 1.58
21 Affectionate 1.54

24 Delicate 1.47

32 Loving beautiful things 1.17

34 Shy 1.09

16 Selfish -1.03

15 Makes decisions easily -1.05

1 Acts as a leader -1.12

6 Broad- minded -1.13

12 Forceful -1.33

17 Strong character -1.38

19 Take risks -1.72

2 Aggressive -1.96

9 Dominant -2.01

Type 2: 11 Faithful 1.92
Affectionate-assertive 26 Soothe others well 1.63
8 Defends own beliefs 1.33

13 Independent 1.29

39 Understanding 1.17

10 Emotion conceal 1.14

5 Brave 1.11

2 Aggressive -1.10

9 Dominant -1.26

15 Makes decisions easily -1.29

18 Taciturn -1.33

34 Shy -1.36

23 Charming -2.00

40 Yielding 2,54

Type 3: 37 Talkative 2.07
Sensitive-expressive 21 Affectionate 1.96

4 Assertive 1.70

36 Sympathetic 1.31

11 Faithful 1.23

30 Invest in appearance 1.01

15 Makes decisions easily -1.05

40 Yielding -1.43

19 Take risks -1.47

34 Shy -1.52

2 Aggressive -1.62

10 Emotion conceal -1.78

18 Taciturn -2.17

Consensus 15 Makes decisions easily -1.13
2 Aggressive -1.56
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