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Purpose: The purpose of this study was to explore the utility of autism spectrum disorder (ASD) screening tools
using community network of home childcare center visiting nurses. Methods: The design of this study is multilevel
survey to find the ASD using modified checklist for autism in toddlers (M-CHAT) for first screening by childcare
teachers, checklist for autism in toddlers (CHAT) for secondary screening by nurses, Autism diagnostic ob-
servation schedule (ADOS) and Autism diagnostic interview revised (ADI-R) for final diagnosis by pediatric
psychiatrists. Results: In first screening by using M-CHAT, 61 subjects(0.56%) were detected among 8,926
subjects. Among the first screened 61 subjects, 13 subjects were exempted for normal finding in CHAT. 24 subjects
consented participation for final diagnosis and 23 of them were diagnosed ASD. Conclusion: In conclusion,
M-CHAT and CHAT were verified their utility as screening tools for ASD in the community and the community
health networks as a childcare visiting nurses can be useful network in early detection and referral of ASD.
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2) Checklist for Autism in Toddlers (CHAT)
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4) Autism Diagnostic Interview Revised (ADI-R)
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Table 1. Characteristics of Screened Subjects by M-CHAT

Characteristics Categories n (%) or M£SD
Age (month) 55.9+8.0
Gender Male 51 (83.0)
Female 10 (16.4)
Results by CHAT Positive 48 (78.7)
Negative 13 (21.3)
= 9
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Figure 1. Process of Research and Sample Description.
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