30 Hanyang Medical Reviews Vol. 32, No. 1, 2012

e uS

A8} et

Quality Improvement Strategies of Medical Ethics Education in Korea

x-l OA-I

Et=olc) 7hgofstuld/o| 2 Ralstud

=

Yoo-Seock Cheong, MD_, PhD.
Department of Family Medicine, Medical Ethics, Dankook
University Medical College, Cheonan, Korea

QX K} 4 330-716, F'et HotA| ST Y= 201
CHchste el opgolsta

Tel: 041-550-6385, Fax: 041-565-6167

E-mail: drloved@hanmail .net

S0 2011 122 52, AlAK: 201114 128 232, 7 Rieby 2 201214 12 152

Abstract

In the past twenty years, medical ethics has emerged
as a priority within medical schools in Korea. This
article contains important messages about the
general overviews and current status, such as the
educator, teaching method, and goals of medical ethics
education in medical schools. The author suggests
ideas of improvement and qualification of the medical
ethics education in Korea. There are two points of view
regarding the purpose of teaching medical ethics: (1)
that it is a means of creating virtuous physicians; and
(2) that it is a means of providing physicians with a skill
set for analyzing and resolving ethical dilemmas. The
field would benefit from further theoretical work aimed
at better delineating the core content, core processes,
and core skills relevant to the ethical practice of
medicine. They are in agreement that a multidiciplinary
team of ethicist-philosophers and physicians should
teach medical ethics, and ethics education should
be integrated longitudinally throughout the 4 years

of medical school. Within a few decades the number
of Korean medical schools requiring medical ethics
has increased in volume. Further progress in ethics
education may depend on medical schools’ willingness
to devote more curricular time and funding to medical
ethics for faculty development and resources.
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