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The Pattern of Occurence of Rotavirus Gastroenteritis
in Jeju Area between 2001 and 2005

Ki Soo Kang, M.D. and Jae Ri Kim, M.D.*

Department of Pediatrics, Cheju National University College of Medicine, Jeju,
*Seoul National University College of Medicine, Seoul, Korea

Purpose: There were a few reports for epidemiologic changes of rotavirus gastroenteritis during
recent several years in Korea. We tried to know what is characteristics for the prevalence of
rotavirus gastroenteritis in Jeju different from epidemiology of the other domestic area.
Methods: We performed a retrospective study of 211 patients with rotavirus gastroenteritis admitted
to the pediatric ward at Cheju National University hospital, from December 2001 to June 2005.
We defined as rotavirus infection that was positive on immunochromatography method applied to
stool samples.

Results: Two hundred eleven patients with rotavirus gastroenteritis consisted of 13 patients in
December 2001, 32 in 2002, 79 in 2003, 48 patients in 2004 and 39 in 2005 (until June). The
monthly distributions, during 3 years from 2002 to 2004, were 40 patients (25.2%) in Jaunary,
56 (35.2%) in February, 31 (19.5%) in March and 23 (14.5%) in April. From May to December,
there were only 9 patients (5.6%). Therefore, the prevalences of rotavirus gastroenteritis were
concentrated on the 4 months (94.4%) including January, February, March and April. Also, the
changes of the monthly distributions from January 2002 to June 2005 were not present.
Conclusion: In recent years, the monthly distributions of rotavirus gastroenteritis in Jeju area were
centered on the 4 months from January to April without prominent seasonal variation. (Korean
J Pediatr Gastroenterol Nutr 2005; 8: 113~ 116)
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Table 1. Numbers of Rotavirus Infection for Several Years

Year/Month Jan Feb  Mar  Apr May  June
2001 - - - - - -
2002 12 7 9 4 0 0
2003 9 29 19 19 1 0
2004 19 20 3 0 1 0
2005 1A 6 12 9 1 0

July  Aug Sep  Oct Nov  Dec Total

1 13
32
79
48

39
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Fig. 1. The monthly distributions of Rotavirus Gastro-
enteritis during 3 years from 2002 to 2004. The pre-
valences of Rotavirus infection were concentrated on
the 4 months (94.4%) including January, February, May
and April. From May to December, there were only 9
patients (5.6%).
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