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Establishing a basis for self-regulation: revision of
Medical Law

Yunjung Heo, PhD
Department of Humanities and Social Medicine, School of Medicine, Ajou University, Suwon, Korea

In 2015, reuse of disposable needles at a few local clinics caused herd infections of hepatitis. This triggered a review
of the current medical license control system and resulted in the revision of the Medical Law to increase regulation
of medical doctors. This article explores the basis and direction of self-regulation of medical profession in terms the
revision cases of the Medical Law and new ways to restructure the legal system with regard to medicine. It is expected
a self-regulation scheme can be developed based on medical professionalism and new medical laws of Korea.

Self-regulation; Medical profession; Medical Law; Korea
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Table 1. Current state of self-regulation among specialist groups, Korea

Attorney-AT-Law Act Patent Attorney Act Certified Public Accountant Act  Certified Tax Accountant Act

Disciplinary  Attorney Disciplinary Committee of Korean ~ The Commissioner of the The Financial Services The Minister of Strategy and

authority Bar Association (Ministry of Justice is Korean Intellectual Property Commission may take a Finance may issue an order
responsible only for the composition of Office may take disciplinary disciplinary action against him  for disciplinary action
the Attorney Disciplinary Committee) action against the patent in accordance with a following a resolution by the
attorney, subject to resolution  resolutions of the Certified Certified Tax Accountant
thereon by the Committee. Public Accountants Disciplinary Committee
Disciplinary Committee.

Authority of  The President of the Korean Bar The Association may request of ~ The Institute may file a request ~ The Korea Association of
disciplinary  Association shall request the Attorney Disciplinary Committee to disciplinary action. Certified Tax Accountants
actionand  Disciplinary Committee of the Korean Bar ~ commence a disciplinary may expel a member who
expulsion Association to commence a disciplinary action to members. degrades certified tax
of action against such attorney-at-law. accountants’ dignity or who
members  The chief prosecutor of a district violates the regulations of
of the prosecutors office and the president of the Korea Association of
association any local bar association shall file an Certified Tax Accountants,

application for the commencement of a with approval from the
disciplinary action against such attorney- Minister of Strategy and
at-law with the President of the Korean Finance.

Bar Association.

Types of Permanent disbarment Reprimand Cancellation of registration Revocation of registration
disciplinary - pisbarment Imposition of an Suspension of practicing fo Suspension of business for a
actions Suspension from practicing for not administrative fine not two years or less period not exceeding two

Grounds for

exceeding five million won

Full or partial suspension of
business operations for a
period not exceeding two
years

Revocation of registration

longer than three years

Fine for negligence not exceeding 30
million won

Censure

Permanent disbarment: cases where an A patent attorney violates this

Suspension of part of
practicing for one year or less

Reprimand.

Where he violates this Act or

years

A fine for negligence not
exceeding ten million won

Censure

Where he/she violates Certified

disciplinary  attorney-at-law is sentenced to act or an order issued under order made under this Act Tax Accountant Act;
actions imprisonment without labor or greater this act. Where he makes gross Where he/she violates

punishment on not less than two mistakes or omissions in audit  regulations of the Korea

occasions in connection with the duties and certification Association of Certified Tax

of an attorney-at-law and the execution Where he violates the bylaws Accountants

of such sentence is made definite, cases of the Institute

where a person has repeatedly a ground Where h q

for disciplinary action after being subject he“? N cqusefs arT]lage to i

to a disciplinary action of suspension the integrity of certified public

from duty or heavier action on not less accountants regardless of

than two occasions under this Act and is accountant s functions or

deemed highly inappropriate to perform other functions

the duties of an attorney-at-law.

Others: cases where an attorney-at-law

violates this Act, cases where an

attorney-at-law violates the regulations

of a local bar association with which he/

she is affiliated or of the Korean Bar

Association, cases where an attorney-at-

law engages in conduct which damages

his/her dignity as an attorney-at-law,

regardless of whether such conduct is

committed on or off duty.
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