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he Korean Society of Nephrology (KSN) launched the End-Stage Renal Disease (ESRD)

Patient Registry in 1985, and the online internet registry program was begun in 2001. The
increasing number of elderly people and diabetic patients in Korea has resulted in a very rapid
increase in the number of ESRD patients. The total number of dialysis patients was 50,289:
42,596 receiving hemodialysis (HD) and 7,694 receiving peritoneal dialysis (PD) at the end of
2011. The prevalence of dialysis therapy was 972.4 patients per million population (PMP), and the
proportion of dialysis therapy was HD: 84.7% and PD: 15.3%. The primary causes of ESRD were
diabetic nephropathy (47.1%), hypertensive nephrosclerosis (19.6%), and chronic glomerulone-
phritis (10.4%). The mean urea reduction ratio of hemodialysis was 68.11% in male HD patients
and 74.09% in female HD patients. The mean Kt/V was 1.395 in male patients and 1.660 in
female patients. The most common cause of death was cardiac arrest (26%), followed by sepsis
(9.7%), cerebro-vascular accident (8.7%), respiratory infection (8.4%), and myocardial infarction
(6.6%), respectively. The five-year survival rates of male and female dialysis patients were 65.3%
and 68.0% in Korea.
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Figure 1. Patient numbers of renal replacement therapy at the end of each year. HD, hemo-

dialysis; PD, peritoneal dialysis; KT, kidney transplantation. From ESRD Registry —%—& @%l' _7F_A|'

Committee, Korean Society of Nephrology. Current renal replacement therapy in

Korea [Internet]. Seoul: Korean Society of Nephrology [1].
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Figure 2. Three major causes of end stage renal disease. CGN, chronic glomerulonephritis;
DM, diabetic nephropathy; HTN, hypertensive glomerulosclerosis. From ESRD
Registry Committee, Korean Society of Nephrology. Current renal replacement
therapy in Korea [Internet]. Seoul: Korean Society of Nephrology [1].
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Figure 4. Age distribution of dialysis patients according to underlying diseases. DM, diabetic
nephropathy; HTN, hypertensive glomerulosclerosis; GN, glomerulonephritis.
From ESRD Registry Committee, Korean Society of Nephrology. Current renal re-
placement therapy in Korea [Internet]. Seoul: Korean Society of Nephrology [1].
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Figure 7. Patient survival according to underlying diseases, registered patients to Korean Society of Nephrology data since 2001. (A) Hemo-
dialysis (HD) patients since 2001 (diabetic nephropathy [DM], n=17431; glomerulonephritis [GN], n=3,295; hypertension [HTN],
n=6,438, miscellaneous [Misc], n=7891). (B) Peritoneal dialysis (PD) patients since 2001 (DM, n=3,485; GN, n=877; HTN, n=1,703;
Misc, n=1,817). From ESRD Registry Committee, Korean Society of Nephrology. Current renal replacement therapy in Korea [In-

ternet]. Seoul: Korean Society of Nephrology [1].
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