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he development of life sustaining treatment technology including artificial ventilation has

given us the moral problem, considering the human dignity and futility of medical treatment,
until when these treatments could be given to terminally ill patients. In Korea, there were two
supreme court decisions a significant impacts on the withdrawal of life sustaining treatment. After
these decisions, Korean medical society has developed a guideline for advance directives and
has also established a voluntary hospital ethics committee. The patient’s right of self- determi-
nation right and the paternalistic approach of medicine should be balanced at an optimal level,
because benefits of medical advances should be adjusted to take into account the burden of life
prolongations. Decision making always has been difficult because related to ethical values, and
there a broad spectrum of value-laden attitudes within Korean society. The legalization of end-of-
life care should be from the respect of the professional autonomy of medical society. Under
these considerations, we should supply alternative methods like hospice care, which can help to
manage the withdrawal of life support appropriately, and also make an effort to relieve the

economical burden of patients.
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