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Recent advances of medical journals
in Korea and and further development
strategies: Is it possible for them to
publish Nobel Prize-winning research?

Sun Huh, MD
Department of Parasitology and Institute of Medical Education, College of Medicine, Hallym University,
Chuncheon, Korea

Many medical journals from Korea have advanced to the international level since 1996. This study aims to present the
current status of Korean medical journals in scholarly literature databases and to suggest strategies for further development.
This study focused on the 261 member journals of the Korean Association of Medical Journal Editors (KAMJE). In 2018,
29 journals from Korea were indexed in Medline, of which 22 were KAMJE journals. Since 2008, Korean medical
journals have been deposited in PubMed Central. As of 2018, the number of journals deposited in PubMed Central
has soared to 116, including 103 KAMIE journals. Ninety KAMJE journals were indexed in Scopus. The average 2017
impact factor of the 40 Science Citation Index Expanded-indexed KAMIJE journals was 2.17. Furthermore, 35 journals
have been indexed in the Emerging Sources Citation Index. To promote more medical journals to the international level,
the following strategies are suggested: first, recruiting high-quality manuscripts with meticulous review and editing;
and second, adopting digital standards of scholarly publishing, including full-text XML, to broaden accessibility. Medical
journals from Korea have experienced tremendous success in terms of indexing in international literature databases. To
promote journals to the highest level, physicians and researchers should be able to read, submit, cite and use the journal
articles in a straightforward and diligent manner. With appropriate development strategies, it may be possible for a Nobel
Prize to be awarded based on research published in medical journals in Korea in the near future.
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Figure 1. Medline-indexed journals according to country [cited on July 15,
2018].
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Figure 2. PubMed Central-indexed journals according to country [cited on July
15,2018].
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Figure 3. PubMed Central-indexed journals published by societies or insti-
tutes limited to immediate free access and all deposition according to country
[cited on August 12, 2018].

& B2 a1 @A) g A9} SheA] HEE Ethe
oA 7F st} ofge- Aol ddolth, et 2015
Korean Journal of Medical Education®] =+2-A|Q o] SA|=]
9111[3], 2016¥ == Journal of Educational Evaluation
for Health Professions (4], Epidemiology and Health & &
o] I thg 33| WagA|7} opdof e SR ARl H]5o]
HHE EF5HA b =4 02 3 Sl W= od

T a
T3] o B2 397 AE ¢ ke Aols).

2. PMC Sxi &&X|

Sautet oslshar]E 20084 119 209 A& Journal
of Korean Medical Science’} SAE ol2f o wh2 &
2 oy kA7t Y AE-o= Hekste] PMC A& Al
o] FiA| = HTE 5 1dolH A 9| o} PMCo| 5= 3itt,
AR o2 oAYge} Rof SaAlE E3ksto] F 12650
SAENOH o] T 105 A WHo] gleng & Uy
o= 5P 116%0] SAE. o] 5 103Fo] thEtelst
A HAIE 3] 3] SheA]o]tH6] (Suppl. 2). 20089
FE AJZste] 109 Hhofl o] & Autes w97 LXglh
o] T4 HAIH R 590l afFsht(Figure 2), THF 44
SUAPZL ERYsA] kol 7ol 818 5 H e A7
Yol A= FSIaL 3 HA| =t s B S SA

Algste Ao ARtshd -2yt PMC SAA17F 4 AlA



fu

oA 7F8 @et(Figure 3, Suppl. 3). PMC SA4k= 941
Journal Article Tag Suite (JATS) XML ZHd-& A &+5}od
of stz o -E-Z olsfistar AR 4= gli= stelw
A 7FsSFeHT], A7 A P AEo= A2t o]
& Medline A& &%k PubMed 547} ¢ ol 7]of A
Aoz 418 PMC AE 58] PubMedol A HA |7
& viehs A= g olfoleh 2015 = E PMC 54 44t
20| EobAA =20 AW AFETEEE AAIS] B2t
517] AlRbslEA A 2Etele A9 Ylou A Ask= U
|5 B pAsto] Aaldshd A 7hs st E5] A A
< W8] AFETRE EAlo|EE FA] AR i Hi=
Al 2018¢ 1¥of 7§A3t Principles of Transparency and
Best Practice in Scholarly Publishing #3292 & 7|<3}
3L Z|AoF gHeH8 9],

=
o o

3. Scopus SXH &HEX|

Scopust= ElsevierAtoll A &@sh= AA| SHE Fof A2l
glo[EHo] AR MAPELeL 25 o] FAEds YUY
of iRt SaA| A0l 7hssitt, 20049 A5 5%
sto] 27]0f S-2ube} Skl Elsevier I AIARE F510]
A2 oF SAEE7] AlAFske] 2012378 =t
I FEsto] A= Scopus =ATEAIH 1% (Expert
Content Selection and Advisory Committee of Korea)
ol A MAKFY] Scopus Content Selection and Advisory
Board (CSAB)efl 35hd o3l A 25 HARE slo] 54
£ 2A8H=S sieiet e S HARE AA CSAB A
ARgIele] HHshs oSS FIh 22 = &Jst Zof
StaAls HiollA 451015 CSAB $918-8 W2 0]
2hA] o9 ofef 2 & = Qleh = liAl= 2017 109Ak=
Medline SAAI 2 M1 552 L3I5t0] F- 248F0] GA
AL 5o thetolstehaAHAIH 9] U ok

A= 9050 cHSuppl. 4).

4. SCIE Sl st=X|
20184 6Yo]| vHE3} SCIE 8h:%] JCR (Journal Citation
Ranking) <=$]of] w2 oighejslshea 2 HAQ1H 23] shes

Huh S - Recent advances of medical journals in Korea

A7} 40%0]3L o] 8H:A| Hat 4aFE A E(impact factor)
+ 2.17°]31tHSuppl. 5). ©]2] A&HCI FAIZ ofAFsf
gk Fol Qlout 2wt Hofo|un g FRFHR|EE AlLSHA|
A=t 40F 7hedl FFEAETE 5 o SheAIE g %
om o] 1.0 oo QI8 SHoA = ot

0
ShaA7F ofxle shal the 2of SkaXof wiste] Ao

2 e Q88 W e o 4 itk 2, GFARI Hrke

APLE Sefutet ofsalan7) way 3 whet A1) el gho]

g_]j;'_m‘_r,}:

n

O:

. o
ot o] HA AuE Y2 sheAl7t oA Y
3to] &= 100% ool SAE A= 7|iRiti{10,11].

5. ESCI Sxlf &t=X|

ESCI:= SCIE/SSCI/A&HCI SAIFHAgh= fgos
20154 1290l Clarivate AnalyticsAlo|l A 714d3}od 2018
79 159 @A 7,479F0] FAE UL TFof vt &
EA= 116F0lH, dgtosteexHAIF 93] shaA|
+ 35%°] SA=EHSuppl. 6). SCIES] SA=7] fi5te]
HFEA] BSCI 5A47F Zagh A2 ohAut X2 Clarivate
Analytics 22 A4 ESCIo| 5A1E & J&FAE 5 ot
et B7HAEE A st SCIEe] 524171 it
JeEg A ESCLSA7F Eofof g}, A o] 5 thelst
AR AL Z|3E AREo] vk Aol drH12],

Qa|Liz} ojstatax| WX

A7 HAE 55Es SFoHARE (Fo= of2A o
XAk &R Zftstofok gtk 4 B B F47F Med—
line, PMC, Scopus, SCIE £ t}efsl glojgujo] o) =4
wo] AA]] S| =A BT EiE vpAstolof gtk
12)7] f1ste] ZF glolejo] A & 7Rl A AlAlSk= &

H

A71z0l 2 g0l Wegst= Zlo] ol &, oA

2ILt2t saisRiel 212 2%l 527



J Korean Med Assoc 2018 September; 61(9):524-531

Journal brand

/

High quality articles

T~

Accessibility

Digital standard

Globalization

3 3

Editorial board & society

Figure 4. Diagram of the three aspects of scholarly journal publishing that are
true today and are not going to change much in the near future. Reproduced
from adopted from: Huh S. Blood Res 2018;53:95-100, according to the Crea-
tive Commons license [14].
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