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Empowerment of Korean Medical Association
with KMA Policy system developing
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Recently, the Korean Medical Association (KMA) launched the KMA Policy system based upon the American Medical
Association (AMA) Policy system. The KMA's official positions on health issues and medical ethics, as well as its
constitution, bylaws, and directives, will be included in the KMA Policy system. The AMA's organizational structure
and decision making process provided essential information for developing the KMA Policy system. Through the KMA
Policy system, hereafter, the KMA should introduce a procedure not only to decide upon positions on various health
issues but also a means to open them to the public. In addition, the KMA can expect the continuity and transparency
of work, enhanced benefits to members, public credibility, and growth of its social reputation by means of KMA
Policy. Furthermore, the system would be beneficial for both KMA members and the public, as they can easily access
KMA Policy, and, in turn, access the healthcare systems of Korea and its medical knowledge. To achieve a successful
KMA Policy system, the definite authority and responsibility should be granted to the organizational bodies of the
KMA, for example, the House of Delegates and Board of Trustees, and the regional societies and other sections.
These various groups must then efficiently divide up their work and cooperate systematically. Moreover, it is crucial
that each individual member of the KMA pay much more attention to health issues and participate in the decision
making process on KMA Policy.
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| Resolutions |
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- Legislation

- Long-Range Planning &
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- Medical Service

- Science & Public Health

Council on Ethical &
Judicial Affairs

Special House of
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Figure 1. The AMA Policy-making process. Reproduced from American Medical Association. AMA Section on
Medical Schools. The AMA and SMS: what we do and how we do it. [Internet]. Chicago: American Medical

Association; 2014.
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Category Proposer

Board of Trustees,
House of Delegates

Health policy A

Academy of Medical

KMA Policy [ Medical sciences | € :
Sciences

Medical ethics | € Ethics Council

Constitution and | « House of Delegates, Board
bylaws of Trustees

Figure 2. Categories of KMA Policy.
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Table 1. A synopsis of the KMA Policy development process

Steps The parties
Propose Regional Association, Council, Academy of
Medical Science, Ethics Council, etc.
Receipt Office of House of Delegates
Organize Special Council of KMA Policy
Discussion Reference Committee
Resolution House of Delegates

Responsibility and Speaker of House of Delegates

management
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Table 2. A list of KMA Policies

Title

Violence against health care practitioners

Professional autonomy and responsibility

Legal restraint of medical licensure or certification

Elder mistreatment

Child abuse

Patient-physician telemedicine

Functional status of health centers

Establishment of Ministry of Health

Composition of Health Insurance Policy Deliberation Committee

Role of Health Insurance Policy Deliberation Committee

Fixed Co-payment for Elderly Outpatients

Participation in volunteer medical services and social contribution
activities

Conference of social contribution

Tobacco control

Tattoo

Withdrawal of meaningless life-sustaining treatment

Generic substitution

Physician health and working condition improvement

Adopted from KMA Policy Special Committee. Result report of KMA Policy Special
Committee. Seoul: Research Institute for Healthcare Policy; 2016 [4].
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