Focused Issue of This Month - 22|~ | =3} Jl]

ot S Am|AQ M7, ¢ixl, Oz

Past, Present and Future of Hospice in Korea

£ " M| 7429/t LTt | Young Seon Hong, MD
Department of Internal Medicine, The Catholic University of Korea College of Medicine
E-mail : y331 @catholic.ac.kr

) Korean Med Assoc 2008; 51(6): 509 - 516

| Abstract |

ospice in Korea was started by Sisters of ‘Little Company of Mary’ came from Australia in

1965, and has been developed mostly by the efforts of some nurses, priests, and sisters of
catholic church, ministers of protestant church, and some devoted physicians. Now Korean hos-
pice is in the stage where the active participation of physicians is essential for the facilitation of
the development, and the people’s need for the maintenance of high level of ‘Quality of Life’
urges it. To accomplish this need, we should start the laws and regulations for hospice as well as
the reimbursement system for hospice care from the National Medical Insurance, we should
develop education systems for physicians and medical students, and we should start subspecial-
ty of Palliative Medicine. We also need to increase the level of social and medical acceptance for
the use of narcotics for pain control of terminal cancer patients. Finally we need to perform clini-
cal trial as well as the basic research associated with hospice care, and these data can be the
basement of hospice development in Korea.
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