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Fig. 1. Computed tomography showed a left-sided bulky
heterogenous mass displacing adjacent organs (white
arrow).
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Fig. 2 (A) Tumor specimen was composed of fascicles of atypical spindle cells and scattered cells with large, bizarre
nuclei. This pattern is typical of a malignant mesenchymal neoplasm (sarcoma, hematoxyline-eosin [H&E]; x200).
(B) These cells are negative for s-100 (x200), and (C) negative for CD 117 (x200). (D) Neoplastic cells are immuno-
reactive for smooth muscle actin consistent with the diagnosis of leiomyosarcoma (smooth muscle actin, x200).
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Table 1. The American Joint Committee on Cancer
Staging System: tumor, lymph node, and metastasis
status and disease stage*

Category Definition

Tumor status (primary tumor)

TO No evidence of primary tumor

T1 Tumor < 5 cm (T1a, superficial
tumor; T1b, deep tumon)

T2 Tumor > 5 cm (T2a, superficial

tumor; T2b, deep tumon)

Lymph node status (regional lymph nodes)

NO No regional lymph node
involvement

N1 Regional lymph node
metastasis

Metastasis status (distant metastasis)

No distant metastasis MO
Distant metastasis M1
Stage grouping

Stage 1A T1a, NO, MO (low grade)
T1b, NO, MO (low grade)

Stage 1B T2a, NO, MO (low grade)
T2b, NO, MO (low grade)

Stage IIA Tia, NO, MO (high grade)
T1b, NO, MO (high grade)

Stage 1B T2a, NO, MO (high grade)

Stage Il T2b, NO, MO (high grade)

Stage IV Any T, N1, MO (any grade)

Any T, any N, M1 (any grade)

*American Joint Committee on Cancer. Soft tissue sarcoma.
In: Green FL, Page DL, Fleming ID, editors. AJCC cancer
staging manual, 6th edition. New York: Springer-Verlag,
2002:193-200.° For histopathologic grading, see Table 2.
TSuperﬁCiaI: located above the noninvaded fascia; deep:
located beneath the superficial fascia or superficial with
invasion; retroperitoneal, mediastinal, and pelvic sarcomas are
classified as deep tumors.
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Table 2. The American Joint Committee on Cancer
Staging System: translation table for three-grade and
four-grade systems to a two-grade (low vs. high)
system*

TNM Three—-grade Four-grade
two—grade systems systems systems
Low grade Grade 1 Grade 1
Grade 2
High grade Grade 2 Grade 3
Grade 3 Grade 4

*American Joint Committee on Cancer. Soft tissue sarcoma.
In: Green FL, Page DL, Fleming ID, editors. AJCC cancer
staging manual, 6th ed. New York: Springer-Verlag, 2002:
193-200.° For tumor, lymph node, and metastasis status and
disease stage, see Table 1.
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A case of retroperitoneal leiomyosarcoma presenting as a pelvic mass

Jae Eun Chung', Hae Joong Cho®, Whan Bong Lee?
Weon Cheol Han®, Ye Ri Lee*, Jeong Kyu Hoh'
Departments of Obstetrics and Gynecology’. General Surgery”. Pathology’ Radlology’”
Wonkwang University College of Medicine, Sanbon Medical Center, Gunpo,
Department of Obstetrics and Gyneco/ogyg, Wonkwang University College of Medicine, Iksan, Korea

The authors report a rare case of retroperitoneal leiomyosarcoma in a 49 year-old woman, with a palpable mass in the left
lower abdomen. There is a large neoplasm which was soft and movable, looking a pelvic mass. Abdominal and pelvic CT scan
showed a 11.0x9.2x7.5 cm-sized lobulated heterogenous enhancing mass with multifocal necrotic portion near the left ovary.
Laparotomy and resection of the mass was performed. Microscopic examination revealed 15 mitoses per 10 high power fields.
She was diagnosed as primary leiomyosarcoma originated from the left common iliac vein, stage | (IB). The best treatment of
these neoplasms is complete surgical excision, and no therapeutic benefit has been derived from chemotherapy or radiotherapy.
Though metastases are occasional, local recurrences can be taken into consideration and, after a careful tumoral re-staging, they
can be resected once more. Therefore, careful follow-up is necessary on the basis of neoplastic grading, extension and involvement
of the adjacent structures.

Key Words . Leiomyosarcoma, Retroperitoneal space
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