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Self-esteem, Parent-adolescent Communication, Friend's Sexual Attitude
and Sexual Permissiveness in College Students

Jang, Su Hyun' - Lee, Sung Hee®

'Part-time Lecturer, *Associate Professor, College of Nursing, Kyungpook National University

Purpose: This study was done to identify factors that affect sexual permissiveness in college students. Methods:
A descriptive design was used with 380 college students who completed a questionnaire about self-esteem,
parents-adolescent communication, friend's sexual attitude and sexual permissiveness. Results: The sexual permis-
siveness showed significant differences for the variable: grade (F=0.51, p=.002), gender (=7.28, p<.001), age
(F=14.72, p<.001), religion (t=4.97, p<.001), residence type (F=4.75, p=.009), number of call with parents
(F=3.56, p=.030), number of viewing pornographic video (F=36.05, p<.001), number of viewing pornographic
magazine (F= 47.90, p<.001), status of dating (t=3.62, p<.001), number of sexual intercourse (F=14.51, p<.001),
and experience of sexual intercourse (t=13.00, p<.001). There was a positive correlation between the friend's sexual
attitude and sexual permissiveness (r=.64, p<.001). The variables such as friend's sexual attitude, experience of
sexual intercourse, the number of watching pornographic video, educational system, religion, and the number of calls
with parent explained 52% of the variance in sexual permissiveness. Conclusion: The results of this study indicate
that it is necessary to develop sexual education program for college students considering their level of sexual
permissiveness and their friend's sexual attitude.

Key Words: Students, Attitude, Sex, Permissiveness
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Table 1. General Characteristics and Sexual Characteristics of Subjects (N=380)
Variables Categories n (%)
General characteristics Educational system (year) 2=3 151 (39.7)

4 229 (60.3)
Grade 1 93 (24.4)
2 120 (31.6)
B 104 (27.4)
4 63 (16.6)
Gender Male 163 (42.9)
Female 217 (57.1)
Age (year) 18~20 157 (41.3)
21~23 146 (38.4)
>24 77 (20.3)
Religion Yes 157 (41.3)
No 223 (58.7)
Residence type With parent 221 (58.2)
Self boarding 78 (20.5)
Dormitory 81 (21.3)
Number of call with parents (time/week) =72 116 (30.5)
3~4 149 (39.2)
>5 115 (30.3)
Sexual characteristics Number of watching pornographic video None 52 (13.7)
1~10 110 (29.0)

11~20 37(9.7)

21~30 30(7.9)
>31 151 (39.7)
Number of viewing pornographic magazine None 161 (42.4)
1~29 147 (37.6)
>30 72 (19.0)
Status of dating Yes 210 (55.3)
No 170 (44.7)

Number of sexual intercourse (time) None 31 (8.1)
1 85 (22.4)
2~3 153 (40.3)
>4 111 (29.2)
Experience of sexual intercourse Yes 182 (47.9)
No 198 (52.1)

Total 380 (100.0)

, Bt 26.8% 0|}, 183l BE-APATE A o] F
Hd o1& 20~10078 0] o, Ft 45,58 001, F+F
A=) Ha Wl 6~3080]9l o Hit 1.8 o2
UERGTHTable 2).

iy H

shael a1 g4e] A4 I 16-64% 01U, B
25101902, ASLEFE B4 BHIE 10-504 013
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Table 2. Score of Sexual Permissiveness and related Vari-

ables (N=380)
Variables Range M=£SD
Sexual permissiveness 16~64 28.1£11.3
Self-esteem 10~50 26.8+£5.8
Parent-adolescent communication 20~100  45.5%10.2
Friend's sexual attitude 6~30 11.8+£4.9

tel Edol 2 dsi8d

duta] EAoxE Shd(F=5,14, p=.002), A (1=7.28,
p<.001), AF([F=14.72, p<001), Ful(t=4.97, p<.001)
AFHE(F=4.75, p=.009), F5}e] E3}314(F=3.56,
p=.030)°l we} Ad&]-gAd ol ZFolzt et A #H 54
A= Sk T 2 AJH 34 (F=36.05, p<.001), &2 &
AZ B 315 (F=47.90, p<.001), A o] AnA H3(t=
3.62, p< 001) ol A AY 3F(F=14.51, p<.001), A
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Table 3. Sexual Permissiveness of Subjects according to General Characteristics and Sexual Characteristics (N=380)
Variables Categories M=£SD t or F p
General characteristics Educational system (year) 2~3 27.6x12.2 0.67 505

4 28.4110.7
Grade ' 1 24,5+11,1° 5.14 002
2 29.3+11.1°
3 28.2£10.6"
4 31.0+11,9
Gender Male 32.7+10.8 7.28 <.001
Female 24.7%10.5
Age' (year) 18~20 25.0+11.0" 14,72 <.001
21~23 28.9%10.5"
>24 33.0+11.6°
Religion Yes 24.81£10.1 4,97 <.001
No 30.4£11.5
Residence type i With parent 28.7+11.0" 4,75 .009
Self boarding 29.8+11.7°
Dormitory 24.8+11.3"
Number of call with parents ' 1~2 29.5+11.3" 3.56 .030
(time/week) 3~4 28.8+11,3"
>5 25.8+11.1"
Sexual characteristics Number of watching None 18.3+9 3" 36.05 <.001
pornographic video ¥ 1~10 23.4+9.7°
11~20 28.6%10.2°
21~30 30.4£11.0%
>31 34.3%9.3"
Number of viewing None 23.0£10.8" 47.90 <.001
pornographic magazine t 1=29 29.4%9.7°
>30 36.7%£9.2°
Status of dating Yes 29.9%11.2 3.62 <.001
No 25.8%£11.0
Number of sexual intercourseT None 4.0%+9.2" 14.51 <.001
(time) 1 24.2%+10.5"
2~3 27.3%+11.2°
>4 33.4%10.7°
Experience of sexual Yes 34,687 13.00 <.001
intercourse No 22.1%+10.1

TTukey's post-hoc comparison.

A% 9, ATA e mst 351§ A, of welke] 4
A 2 458 ) AE I A
thstle] AvbA 549 4 B9 540 nhe e84
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Table 4. Correlations among Sexual Permissiveness, Self-esteem, Parent-adolescent Communication, and Friend's Sexual

Attitude (N=380)
. Sexual Parent-adolescent Friend's sexual
Variables . Self-esteem . .
permissiveness communication attitude
Sexual permissiveness 1.00
Self-esteem .08 (.122) 1.00
Parent-adolescent communication -.00 (.998) 46 (< .001) 1.00
Friend's sexual attitude .64 (<,001) .03 (.526) -.05 (.3064) 1.00
Table 5. Factors Influencing Sexual Permissiveness (N=380)
Variable Parz'lmeter Standard ¢ P> It Star'ldard VI
estimate error estimate
Intercept -3.862 3.803 -1.02 311 0.000 0.000
Friend's sexual attitude 0.908 0.105 8.65 <.001 0.400 1.660
Experience of sexual 5.334 1.015 5.25 < .001 0.236 1.604
intercourse
Number of watching 1.493 0.321 4.65 <.001 0.205 1.548
pornographic video
Educational system 3.252 0.843 3.86 .001 0.141 1.061
Religion 2.434 0.833 2.92 .004 0.106 1.048
Number of call with -0.909 0.524 -1.74 .084 -0.063 1.038

parents

R’=0.53, Adjust R’=0,52

Note, Friend's sexual attitude (total score), Experience of sexual intercourse (No=0, Yes=1), Number of watching pornographic video (0=1, 1~10
=2, 11~20=3, 21~30=4, > 31=5), Educational system (2 - 3 years educational system=3, 4 years educational system=4), Religion (Yes=1, No=2),

Number of call with parents (1~2 times/week=1, 3~4 times/week=2, > 5 times/week=3).
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