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Abstract

This thesis explores the actual circumstances of
Korean nursing by investigating its present situations.
Ultimately, the intent of this study aims to establish a
future direction of Korean Nursing. As such, the
current conditions of Korean nursing is analyzed in
the following categories: education, practice, research,
nursing policy, expansion of nursing field, and
entrepreneurship. In the final conclusion, an appropriate
orientation of the future of Korean nursing is discussed.

There are two primary Nursing programs, a
three-year(63) and a four-year(53), in Korean Nursing
education. Master's programs are available at 32
nursing schools or 32 professional graduate schools. A
total of 15 nursing schools have a doctoral program
in Korea. The ratio of graduates between the
three-year and four year programs is 76:24. Hence, it
is highly encouraged to expand four-year nursing
programs, because it will help raise the social status
of nursing professionals as well as the quality of
nursing. In the clinical nursing field, independency and
self regulation are critical. As such, organizational
change, implementation of a standardized nursing
information  system, appropriate = workforce, and
improvement of the reimbursement system in nursing
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is recommended. In community nursing, the following
should be resolved to provide better nursing services:
improvement of working condition and Dbenefits,
establishment of a law enforcing the hiring of nurses,
and providing continuing education.

The number of nursing research has increased and
nursing studies are in great quantity. However,
research in practices and theories are more in
demanded. Hence, research that integrates theories and
practices are very significant. Ultimately, it is critical
to support nursing studies that will influence nursing
policy. The Korean Nurses Association(KNA) is an
organization that supervises the nation's nursing policy.
The primary focus of KNA is to combine the three
and four year undergraduate education systems into 4
years and to establish the Nursing Practice Act. The
Ministry of Health and Welfare has adapted a system
to educate and certify nurse specialists in 10 nursing
areas in 21 nursing graduate schools expecting
high-quality nursing services and a decrease of cost.
The government also allowed nurses to operate
facilities for health management or welfare agencies.
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