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Objectives This study was conducted in order to explore the prevalence of suicidal behavior
and the risk or protecting factors. In addition, childhood trauma, school violence, and social sup-
port were hypothesized to have an association with suicidal behavior.

Data were collected by self-report questionnaire from 1219 students selected from
middle schools in Guri-city, Korea. The students were asked to complete self-questionnaires and
sociodemographic variables were collected for identification of factors associated with suicidal

Results The prevalence of suicidal attempt was 1.1% (0.6%, 1.3%) from the total sample.
Meaningful predictors of suicidal ideation were female, low socioeconomic status, low self-es-
teem, emotional abuse, neglect, delinquency, perpetration of school violence, family support,
and friend support, in addition to the significant effect of depressive mood. In the case of suicidal
attempt, female, low socioeconomic status, or delinquency showed a significant incremental ef-
fect, in addition to the explaining variance of depressive mood and suicidal ideation.

Childhood experience should be dealt with, and school violence should be con-
trolled in order to modulate mood disturbance and pessimistic ideation, which can block the
channel to suicidal attempt. In addition, development of strategies for management of depres-
sion and delinquency is needed for prevention of suicidal attempt.

KEY WORDS Suicide - Suicidal ideation - Suicidal attempt - Childhood trauma -
School violence.
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Table 1. Sociodemographic characteristics of subjects (n=1219)

Variables n %

School

A 506 41.5

B 713 58.5
Sex

Male 361 29.6

Female 858 70.4
Grade

1st (12 yr) 624 51.2

2nd (13 yr) 595 48.8
Socioeconomic status

Very high 41 3.4

High 281 23.0

Middle 787 64.6

Low 101 8.3

Very low 9 0.7
Family structure

Living with both parents 1074 88.1

Death of parents 3 0.3

Separation 37 3.0

Divorce 87 7.1

Remarriage 13 1.1

Living together 5 0.4
Academic background-father

Middle school 36 3.0

High school 476 39.0

University 607 49.8

Graduate school 100 8.2
Academic background-mother

Middle school 31 2.5

High school 585 48.0

University 525 43.1

Graduate school 78 6.4

Table 2. Rates of suicidal ideation and attempt by sex
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Suicidal ideation*

Suicidal attempt

Sex . Never
Normal Mild Moderate Severe p-value Interrupted Aftempted  p-value
aftempted
Male (n, %) 348 (96.1) 11 (3.0) 2(0.6) 1(0.3) 0.012 339 (94.4) 18 (5.0) 2(0.6) 0.013
Female (n, %) 784 (90.8) 49 (5.7) 21 (2.4) 9(1.0) 766 (89.1) 83 (9.7) 11(1.3)
Total (n, %) 1132 (92.4) 60 (4.9) 23(1.9) 10 (0.8) 1105 (90.6) 101 (8.3) 13(1.1)

= : Scale for suicidal ideation, Normal : 0-15, Mild :

16-19, Moderate : 20-23, Severe : higher than 24
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Table 4. Hierarchical linear regression predicting depressive mood and suicidal ideation

Depressive mood

Suicidal ideation

B B t p B g t P
Sex* 1.01 0.05 1.69 0.910 2.09 0.16 5.58 0.000
Socioeconomic status —1.55 -0.11 —3.74 0.000 -0.76 -0.09 —2.93 0.003
Depressive mood 0.32 0.50 18.51 0.000
Self esteem -9.37 —-0.55 —21.83 0.000 -1.92 -0.18 —6.40 0.000
Emotional abuse 3.62 0.20 6.71 0.000 1.36 0.12 3.84 0.000
Physical abuse 1.24 0.05 1.94 0.053 0.80 0.05 1.94 0.053
Neglect 1.49 0.07 2.68 0.008 0.92 0.07 2.56 0.011
Delinquent behavior 9.45 0.27 11.41 0.000 1.29 0.06 2.30 0.022
Bullying-perpetrator —0.43 -0.02 —0.80 0.423 1.72 0.14 5.02 0.000
Bullying-victim 2.24 0.12 3.97 0.000 —0.07 —0.01 —-0.18 0.856
Academic stress 0.71 0.07 2.88 0.004 0.13 0.02 0.84 0.403
Social support-family -0.57 —0.04 -1.09 0.274 -1.15 -0.12 —3.46 0.001
Social support-friend 0.34 0.02 0.67 0.503 1.10 0.11 3.39 0.001
Social support-teacher —0.07 —0.01 -0.20 0.843 0.02 0.00 0.09 0.928
R? 0.47 0.46
Adjusted R? 0.46 0.46
F change 0.49 5.64
Sig. F change 0.69 0.00

*:Sex; male='1", female='2". Sig. : Significantly

Table 5. Hierarchical logistic regression predicting suicidal attempt

Suicidal attempt*

B p OR 95% ClI

Sext 0.67 0.26 0.010 1.95 1.18-3.24
Socioeconomic stafus -0.38 0.16 0.017 0.68 0.50-0.93
Depressive mood 0.02 0.02 0.339 1.02 0.99-1.05
Suicidal ideation 0.32 0.03 0.000 1.38 1.30-1.46
Emotional abuse 0.41 0.28 0.153 1.50 0.86-2.62
Physical abuse 0.51 0.33 0.126 1.67 0.87-3.20
Neglect -0.58 0.36 0.154 0.50 0.25-1.00
Delinquent behavior 0.70 0.41 0.050 1.79 0.80-3.99
Bullying-perpetrator -0.41 0.32 0.899 0.96 0.51-1.80
Bullying-victim -0.27 0.33 0.417 0.76 0.40-1.47
Academic stress -0.22 0.18 0.210 0.80 0.57-1.13
Social support-family —0.40 0.34 0.247 0.67 0.34-1.32
Social support-friend -0.06 0.32 0.841 1.07 0.57-1.98
Social support-teacher 0.15 0.23 0.527 1.16 0.74-1.82
—2 Log likelihood 367.02¢

Nagelkerke R? 0.57

= . Suicidal attempt; attempted="1", never attempted or interrupted='0", t : Sex ; male='1", female='2", * : estimation terminated

at iteration number 7 because parameter estimates changed by less than 0.001. SE : Standard error, OR : Odds ratio, ClI : Confi-

dence interval
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