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Surgical Treatment of Intussusception: the 1970s vs. the 1990s 

Jung-Tak Oh, M.D., Jun Seong Park, M.D., 

Seung Hoon Choi, M.D., Eui Ho Hwang, M.D. 

Department of Surgery, Yonsei University College of Medicine 

Seoul, Korea 

The surgical treatment of intussusception during two periods, 1975 - 1978 and 
1995 -1998 (Group B) were compared. There were 48 patients in Group A and 
75 cases in Group B. Male were predominant in both group (2.7:1 vs 1.6:1). 
The mean age at operation was 6.7 ± 5.0 months (Group A) and 8.1 ± 7.0 
months (Group B). The major signs and symptoms in both Groups included 
vomiting, hematochezia and irritability. There was a significantly higher bowel 
resection rate for group B (31.3 % vs 14.7 %, p=0.041). There were two operative 
deaths in group B but no deaths in group A. Hospitalization was significantly 
shorter in group B(7.5 ± 2.7 days vs 5.4 ± 2.1 days, p<O.OOl). We conclude that 
there were no differences in patient characteristics but surgical treatment in the 
1990s results in more rapid recovery and reduced hospital stay. 
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Fig. 1. Age distribution of intussusception. 
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Table 1. Clinical Characteristics 

Group A Group B 
p value 

(1975~1978) (1995~1998) 

Symptoms & signs < 0.05 
vomiting 23(48%) 53(71%) 
bloody stool 21 (44%) 30(38%) 
abdominal pain & irritability 15(31%) 31(41%) 

Duration of symptom 
< 24 hour 25(52%) 50(66%) 
24-48 hour 11(23%) 16(22%) 
48- 72 hour 9(19%) 6(8%) 
) 72 hour 3(6%) 3(4%) 

WBC count of peripheral blood 12.417±4.446/mm3 12.297±4,531/mm3 

Operation methods < 0 .05 
resection of bowel 15(31.3%) 11(14.7%) 
non- resection of bowel 33(68.7%) 64 (85.3%) 

manual reduction 32 59 
spontaneous reduction 1 5 

Operative mortality 2(4.2%) o (0%) 

Postoperative hospitalization period 7.5±2.7 day 5A±2.1 day < 0.01 
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