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Usefulness of Multiplex Real-Time PCR and Melting Curve Analysis in Identification of
Nontuberculous Mycobacteria
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Background : Nontuberculous mycobacteria (NTM) should be correctly identified to the species
level, because of different treatment plans among NTM species. This study was performed to assess
the usefulness of real-time PCR and melting curve analysis in the identification of NTM.

Methods : One hundred fifty-two clinical NTM isolates were identified to the species level by PCR-
restriction fragment length polymorphism analysis (PRA). Those strains were then identified by mul-
tiplex real-time PCR and melting curve analysis on the 16S rRNA gene and hsp65 gene.

Results : In the 16S rRNA gene fragment analysis, M. abscessus-M. chelonae group showed melt-
ing point at temperatures above 65°C and M. avium complex (MAC; M. avium and M. intracelluare)
below 48°C, which differentiated M. abscessus-M. chelonae group and MAC from other NTM. In the
hsp65 gene fragment analysis, M. abscessus-M. chelonae group was clearly divided into M. absces-
sus type |, M. abscessus type Il, and M. chelonae according to the melting points at 61.25°C, 66.06°C,

and 57.58°C, respectively.

Conclusions : With the multiplex real-time PCR and melting curve analysis of 16S rRNA and hsp65
genes, M. abscessus and M. chelonae were readily identified and MAC were differentiated from other
NTM. Especially, M. abscessus and M. chelonae, which were not differentiated from each other with
the 16S rRNA gene fragment analysis, were identified with hsp65 gene fragment analysis. (Korean

J Lab Med 2007;27:40-5)
Key Words : Nontuberculous mycobacteria, Species identification, Real-time PCR, Melting
curve analysis
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(high performance liquid chromatography, HPLC) & ©]&-3}o]
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02 - A2 a Ak (multiplex real-
MBS Algste] A gt FA0A

B g8 ASFRAMOIN 3% Ogawa W) (Shin-
yang chemical, Seoul, Korea)®ll 8] %¥ YA+ 5 AccuProbe
Mycobacterium complex culture identification kit (Gen-Probe,
San Diego, CA, USA)E °l&-st] vldeghitada Eeskint.
I % rpoB FAA] U3t FHE2AHNH-A S H Dot
B0 8 {55 FE35+= Myco-ID kit (M&D, Seoul, Korea)
£ AHgelo] vAe RS FE SR EAR 152 U4 3
(M. abscessus 2145, M. asiaticum, 345, M. avium 297,
M. chelonae 3¢5, M. fortuitum 14¥<F, M. gordonae 3¢,
M. intracellulare 1745, M. kansasii 109057, M. margeritense
87, M. mucogenicum 675, M. nonchromogenicum 9%,
M. peregrinum 5¢57, M. pulveris 2¢5%, M. scrofulaceum 4
o, M. septicum 10¢+5, M. shimoidei 545, M. smegmatis
3FF)E LR Stk RS EE AccuProbe MTBC

kitoll Al ko2 EolE Mycobacterium tuberculosis complex
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LightCycler 2.0 (Roche, Penzerg, Germany)< ©]&3}] H]
A 819 165 IRNA A8 hep6s FHAAE & o
- AN-FRERAN NS T S FAS AgEth Al
A ZE 16S rRNA £k 1,000 bp AHO] TR LA
S8 Ask= AEA[9] 2 hspbs AR 439 bp AW F
FELANSS sk AEA[11]E o83t tH Table 1).
16S rRNA A= M. tuberculosis 16S rRNA 542 9714
9 (Genbank no. NC__000962) 9] 12¥#]o A 1,037%412] 47|15
Z%sh A02 FA4 QU B3 WL HY 5 Y No-
cardia®} Rhodococcuse S%0] dojuA] ob= 201t 9]. hspbs
A= M, tuberculosis®] hsp65 +AAF G714LE[12]2] 396
WA oA 836WA A71E SEeTh N AN gt #E5E A
st7] 9s 2491 16S rRNA ©AAH13] 2 M. abscessus$t M,
chelonaeE 71837 Y38} hsp6s B2 13]+ Table 13 7t}
(16S 1RNA Fxzk= HIZAS SN 5 0733 (slowly
growing mycobacteria) A= FA2 T8 Ado] AP HE Q1o
U A& A8kt (rapidly  growing mycobacteria) o1 4+= #-7
AL o7k A gle ALE UHA AvH14]. Bt hepbd 74
+ At 16S IRNA F42 Bt #el7t o gom A&
Akt FANA F88 Ao A Qui15]. 15}
H| A 8P to] 5 7HHo] 16S rRNA HAAE M. abscessus
€} M. chelonae P8O hsps BHAE ARS3IGITE) ©]4¥
16S rRNA ©82k= M. abscessus 34} 4714 Q3= &3]
35 M. tuberculosis | Q71 E A= A FE 23
A gt o vdd e gaA A7M g R
o mEhA FAR} FFo] FFo] dojupn] ALY el
Al H3L o] allee] Apol 5 HIAA Y] T ol
Atk hspbs5 EAAE= M. abscessus®t M. chelonaeg 7FEsh=
B85} M, abscesus type 12} M, abscessus type 115 -3l
hsp65 7] 5429 A71[15]5 23 Helth

16S rRNA 22} hsp6s FAAE SAlo SFahe thd-
ANZE-SHELANTSS 71 v 2ok wix|eA A}
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Table 1. Primers and probes used in real-time polymerase chain
reaction and melting curve analysis

Genes Primers and probes (5—3)

16S rRNA  Forward primer: GAG TTT GAT CCT GGC TCA GGA
Reverse primer: TGC ACA CAG GCC ACA AGG GA
LightCycler Red 705-CAA AAG CTT TGC ACC ACT CAC
GGC CGC GGG CCC ATC CCA CACHluorescein

hsp65 Forward primer: ACC AAC GAT GGT GTG GCC AT
Reverse primer: CTT GTC GAA CCG CAT ACC CT
LightCycler Red 640-GGT GGT GGT GCC GTC ACC
GAG CCT GGG CAA GCA CGG TGG-fluorescein
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Table 2. Melting point temperatures of the 16S rRNA gene frag-

ment in the 705 nm channel

= o]%}oq 150 yL TrissEDTA £oo] Z
719 15,000 golA] 587+ A2k

o H

Mycobacteria Nofisolates  Mean SD
. . Range (°C) N
species Tested Amplfied (°C) C)
M. abscessus 21 21 65.62 65.28-66.22  0.24
M. chelonae 3 3 65.30 65.21-65.36  0.08
M. septicum 10 10 53.97 53.29-56.71 1.05
M. peregrinum 5 5 53.85 53.42-54.64 0.48
M. fortuitum 14 14 53.49 53.17-5384  0.17
M. margeritense 8 8 53.34 53.11-563.47 0.13
M. mucogenicumn 6 6 53.14 53.07-6322  0.05
M. pulveris 2 2 53.03 53.02-53.03  0.01
M. nonchromoge- 9 9 51.68 48.81-53.81 1.85
nicum
M. shimoidei 5 5 49.86 48.72-5352  2.06
M. gordonae 3 3 48.98 48.79-49.14  0.18
M. scrofulaceum 4 4 48.93 48.67-49.29  0.26
M. kansasii 10 10 48.57 46.99-49.36  0.65
M. asiaticum 3 3 47.67 46.82-4869  0.95
M. avium complex 46 46 46.70 46.05-47.51 0.34
(MAC)
M. avium 29 29 46.89 46.60-47 .51 0.22
M. intracelluare 17 17 46.39 46.05-47.14 0.28
M. smegmatis 3 3 46.41 46.11-46.63  0.27
MTB complex 5 0 No
amplification

Abbreviations: SD, standard deviation; MTB complex, Mycobacterium

tuberculosis complex.

M 100 pLE A3k w89 (20 uL)olE DNAZE E
kel Aol 3 4L, LightCycler FastStart DNA Master Hyb-
ridization Probe (Roche, Penzerg, Germany) 2.0 uL, Zt A%
A 025 uM, 2+ B4z 01 uM, MgCly 2.0 mMeo] Eg= Sk
LightCycler 2.0 AREsle] 94°ColA 1087+ Z71HAS A3
BT 94°C 3%, 56°C 2%, 72°C 4039 ZZH-SS 503] A3
S 5 95°Cel|A] 30%, 38C0ﬂ/\1 30%, 38°ColA 80C7HA 2%
02C ASAIA F3l4gS Aldstsh 16S rRNA F34 49
o] Fafl = B4 705 nmol|A] Al3EIANT, hspbs A2 HH
o] g BAL 640 nmoll A A8 3

1. 165 rRNA 8334 =M

152772 WA PR BFollA 165 rRNA §38154 £4
| 7F&3kitl. Mycobacterium tuberculosis (MTB) complex
3] SFo] YolubA| efskeh Het FalSEe 4 46.11C
1A H 66.22°C 1Atk M. abscessus®t M. chelonae® ¥+
éH T 247} 6562CH 6530CE 65C o]AFel uhdd] £ &

Aleeh YA #59] §3leEe 57C olstEM M. ab-
scessus-M. chelonaev& T @59 W3] +8T 4 U
(Table 2). M. abscessus®t M. chelonaeE A Qe+ YWz #=
9] it e 46.00-56.71C0I%
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Table 3. Melting point temperatures of the hsp65 gene fragment in the 640 nm channel

N of isolates

Mycobacteria species Mean (°C) Range (°C) SD (°C)

Tested Amplified
M. abscessus type | 6 6 61.25 60.95-62.01 0.39
M. abscessus type I 15 15 66.06 65.31-66.59 0.41
M. chelonae 3 3 57.58 57.54-57.62 0.04
M. septicum 10 10 53.39 50.45-56.43 2.39
M. peregrinum 5 5 55.73 52.54-56.95 1.81
M. fortuitum 14 14 53.84 52.18-56.64 1.88
M. margeritense 8 8 52.52 52.06-52.96 0.24
M. mucogenicum 6 6 60.13 59.97-60.29 0.23
M. pulveris 2 1 59.87
M. nonchromogenicum 9 7 62.41 54.68-66.91 413
M. shimoidei 5 1 60.07
M. gordonae 3 0 No amplification
M. scrofulaceum 4 0 No amplification
M. kansasii 10 0 No amplification
M. asiaticum 3 0 No amplification
M. avium complex (MAC) 46 0 No amplification
M. avium 29 0 No amplification
M. intracelluare 17 0 No amplification
M. smegmatis 3 0 No amplification
MTB complex 5 0 No amplification

Abbreviations: See Table 2.



(MAC:; M. avium 2 M. intracellulare) &] ¥ &5+ 48C 9]
3193, M. fortuitum® o §SEE 5349CoIUTE MAC
o] Bt §RE/t 4670CE T v AP H o] 7hs
=4

2. hsp65 SaH=2M 2N

1527FF9] HlAd gt 5 M. gordonae, M. scrofulaceum,
M. kansasii, M. asiaticum, M, avium, M, intracelluare, M,
AN B FHo] dofupA FPA M.
pulveris 295 = 195, M. nonchromogenicum 945 = 24
. M. schimoidei 537 F 4stFollA 3] FZo] dojupA]
Stk N o AHEE MTB complexoll A= 39| 530
You}A] gttt BT E H4 5045C oA ) 6691°C 0%
t} M. abscessus type I, M. abscessus type I, M. chelonae
o] H 2= E 27 61.25C, 6606C, 57.58°C Z 16S rRNA
Fall =2 EAol A M, abscessus-M chelonaed=2.2 F2% +
FE M. abscessus type I, M, abscessus type I, M. chelon-
aeZ TR 4 AATH Table 3).
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= M. avium complex (MAC)7} 421%94 652% % 714 &=
¥, O oo FEge] 22 ¢F2 BuAt Zelrt 9o
M. abscessus, M. fortuitum complex, M. kansasii, M. gordon-
se O3, 5, 17, 18], W ZAARE FEel vt AR
o) = A 4ol 9 Ae 3 540l Bea

A B A PAFS A== S a LAY u-A A H
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9} M. chelonae® 783t ol A A7)+
7} 125/105/95/42 bp®)i M. chelonae’} 125/105/95 bpZ w}
A% 42 bpe] FE S, T 21} IR o} wREA
8 5 A3 AEA Y] B FolAQ JEgo] U ¢ QloHE
M. abscessus$} M. chelonacs %3] 71sl7] $Ja)-= Bst
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M. abscessus
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S A PFE M2 (AL A

g 5 9191@.
B 320 165 rRNA 354 B43} hep6s ol =4 24
S =981 M. abscessus type 1, M. abscessus type II, M.

chelonae® &3] 188 4 Ut} M. abscessus type 13} M,
abscessus type I+ hsp65 -4 542WHA 5429 4717}
AEA(C), ERI(T) ool uzb 2= A Z[15] 4
ol e UHA YA dom & AFN Pt T4 TIE
0@ AN ZFEAAN - FEADo| A EA (Myco-
ID) 2 2% o] FofRA] %= Alolth, M. abscessus$t M. chelon-
ae7t &3le A& GRS HELY, P, A7 5
Yozt FASE F2 YoJ|=
subspecies abscessus, M. chelonae subspecies abscessusz. =
o7t 199210 Mok M. abscessusZ #E|H T 14]. A&7
JAFE RE AR o] WAo|Bg2 &A3MA thAl amikacin,
cefoxitin, imipenem, clarlthromycm =9] 3 AA] (antibacterial
agent) & X Z3H4, 19], AEAAAEAT = M. abscessuss=
T H AhelA EEEe ’L——‘T*o“c} At 82%E A
o] 7[20] A AE A0 M. abscessusol] ¢]d+ AL
7 A7 e ]EHSOITZ]- M. chelonaex FZ A A
Aol A AR ANAQ s oly g 7F o] 1A
02 Al A FITE M, bscessusQP M., chelonaes= A
Aol QlojA Al&AAskAte] X 8AS] clarithromycindl]
gt 24 Arrt Aozt Sle delnel]. & d7lA M
abscessus®} M. chelonae §8]&%=2] EFHA= 16S rRNA 9}
hsp65 §FA A4 BEFA b2 #FF Hlg| @2 Ho
(Table 2, 3), M. abscessus®} M. chelonaeES 7183l A®
7t AR R =& Ao 7 AzbE)

ol A o] &g HF-AAT-F
A A2 7P 3] B vdd k] MACS 7
9t AAZ MACE & ZAA 2218 H 28 e
2%E A= FoltH17]. MACY A Fol= macrolidet
AA 9 rifampin, ethambutolS AHEEH M, avium} M.
intracelluare _'f_ i{._%_o_ ou]-x% o=z 5)\1- u}/\}/\{iﬂﬂ /\Zﬂ_. ;‘(]E
o tjgt ukg-o] aelE T F fle ALE guA gt 22].
£ A7 MACE Hit §olleE2 o2 vad st 17
& & QoY MACS M. avium3} M. intracelluare® #2]g
T gl9lon “EA WAEE M smegmatis®t M, asiaticum®)
Flex WE FEEE Ho] AHoR AzHnh B M,
abscessus, M. chelonae, MACE |23 ojg] w]Agikt9]
TNt FEHE FREA g AR 2 A7 Addor
A7, o2 AN SEELANTSH FFA BAE o) 8
ok Akt FA4 A= FE 16S rRNA FAAE o] &319ith
3709] 165 rRNA FAAE o4& A7[9]ME MTB com-
plex®t M. aviums 4% 4 AUTE 16S rRNA 3249 2}
#o] #9] A (hypervariable region A)¢] BYAE o]¢3 A
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[10]olM= M. tuberculosis, M. avium, M. intracellulare, M.
kansasi 5% 3AY F Ak $19 AFES MTB complex
9} M. avium, M, intracelluares 4 4 A2} M, absces-
sus€t M. chelonaeg 7PE38A = £3l5th

B Ao FESoF & A& MTB complex7} §3<] SZo]
dojur] Gt Aolt) o= M. tuberculosis®l A 16S rRNA
474 1,000 bp H¥} hsp6s frAAHe] 439 bp A¥ ] T
FAANES doJURT M, tuberculosis®] 971483} 16S
RNA 47, hsp6s B2 G71MEo] HstA] ot 33
o] FZo] YojuhA] gk Aot} FFe] FFo] YoJuA| ¢}
H A w3 Fr1xge] gARe Faei] o471 o
oItk MTB complext @3¢ F3o] dolupA] 4 H|
ikttt SZo] HAE o] - AAZ-FHELA NS
31334 4 0] MTB complex FH3h= Hlolx f&31A A
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16S rRNA 334 T3 hsp6s 34 B4 A3
#E5= T8

A1l : 16S rRNA gall 34 EXoA M. abscessus-M. che-
lonae?9 FALEE 65C ©o|Ao|UT M. avium complex
(MAC: M. avium @ M. intracellulare) 9] §3|SEE 48°C
o|3tZM% M. abscessus-M. chelonae7# MACE TS n|Z43
Gt o B REH L2 F ATk hspts §3FA FAHCE M.
abscessus-M. chelonaev& 3= 61.25°C, 66.06C, 57.58°C
o wgbd Z+zt M. abscessus type 1, M. abscessus type I,
M. chelonaeZ FAE 4 AT

ZE : 16S rRNAS} hsp6s frztel] tigh thd-AA 753
BAAMS T Gl £AE ool M. abscessust M. che-
lonaes A3t MACS £ & Ath 53] M. abscessus
9} M. chelonaex 16S rRNA §3|34 £407 7HExR] &3}
HO} hepbh §3llFA #4102 7T 4 QT
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