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Predictors of Sexual Desire, Arousal, Lubrication, Orgasm, Satisfaction, and
Pain in Women with Gynecologic Cancer

Chun, Nami

Assistant Professor, College of Nursing, Sungshin Women'’s University, Seoul, Korea

Purpose: This study was done to identify psychosocial factors that might be predictive of sexual desire, arousal, lubri-
cation, orgasm, satisfaction, and pain in women with gynecologic cancer. Methods: Two hundred and twelve women with
cervical, ovarian, or endometrial cancer completed questionnaires on the Female Sexual Function Index including sexual
desire, arousal, lubrication, orgasm, satisfaction, and pain, and data on their psychosocial factors including body image,
sexual attitude, sexual information, depression, and marital intimacy. Stepwise multivariable regression analysis was per-
formed to explore psychosocial predictors of women’s sexual function domains. Results: Predictors were identified as
sexual attitude, depression, sexual information, and body image for sexual desire; sexual information, depression, and
sexual attitude for sexual arousal; sexual information, marital intimacy, and depression for lubrication; sexual information,
marital intimacy, depression, and body image for orgasm; marital intimacy, sexual information, sexual attitude, and depres-
sion for satisfaction; sexual information, depression, and marital intimacy for pain. Conclusion: The results indicate that
women’s sexual function needs to be approached to domains of female sexual function psychosocially as well as to gen-
eral sexual function. These factors should be considered in future interventions to positively promote sexual function in
women with gynecologic cancer.
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Table 1. Subscales of FSFI and their Reliabilities (Cronbach’s «)

Scor- Mini- Maxi- Cronbach’sa

: Score :
Domain of ques e ing mum mum Rosen This
tions factor score score gt g study
Desire 2 1-5 06 12 60 92 85
Arousal 4 0-5 03 O 6.0 95 97
Lubrication 4 0-5 03 0 60 9% .96
Orgasm 8 0-5 04 0 6.0 94 95
Satisfaction 3 Ofr1)-5 04 08 60 .89 .90
Pain 8 0-5 04 O 6.0 94 96
Full score 20 360 97 98
range (FSFI)

FSFI=female sexual function Index.
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Table 2. Characteristics of Participants (N=212)
Variables Categories n (%)
Age (yr) Below 40 21(9.9)
40-49 89 (42.0)
50-60 102 (48.1)
Husband'’s Below 40 10 (4.8)
age (yr) 40-49 69 (32.5)
50-59 92 (43.4)
60 and above 41 (19.3)
Education Below middle school 19 (9.0)
Middle school 28(13.2)
High school 99 (46.7)
University or above 66 (31.1)
Employment Employed 69 (32.6)
Unemployed 143 (67.4)
Monthly Below 100 34 (16.0)
income 100-below 200 43 (20.3)
(10,000 won) 200-below 300 62 (29.3)
300-below 500 49 (23.1)
500 and above 24 (11.3)
Religion Protestant 68 (32.1)
Catholic 37 (17.4)
Buddhist 67 (31.6)
Others 40(18.9)
Diagnosis Cervical cancer 115 (54.3)
Ovarian cancer 59 (27.8)
Endometrial cancer 38(17.9)
Tumor stage | 155 (73.1)
I 17 (8.0)
Il 37 (17.5)
\% 3(1.4)
Recurrence Not recurred 177 (83.5)
Recurred 35(16.5)
Treatment Surgery only 113 (53.3)
modality Chemotherapy only 4(1.9)
Radiation therapy only 2(0.9)
Surgery+chemotherapy 49(23.1)
Surgery+radiation therapy 18 (8.5)
Chemotherapy-+radiation therapy 9(4.3)
Surgery+chemotherapy 17 (8.0)
+radiation therapy
Time since Less than 1 6(2.8)
last treatment 1tolessthan 3 39(18.4)
(month) 3toless than 6 13(6.2)
6 to less than 12 34 (16.0)
12t0 24 34 (16.0)
Over 24 86 (40.6)
Hormone Not received 183 (86.3)
therapy Received 29 (13.7)
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Table 3. Means of Scores for Domains & Psychosocial Variables

Variables Mean SD Range
Sexual function 18.86 8.97 2.00-33.40
Desire 2.76 1.09 1.20-5.40
Arousal 2.76 1.68 0-5.70
Lubrication 3.02 1.90 0-6.00
Orgasm 3.20 1.90 0-6.00
Satisfaction 3.86 1.16 0.80-6.00
Pain 3.26 1.96 0-6.00
Body image 11.57 4.27 6-24
Sexual attitude 18.48 413 8-29
Sexual information 12.67 3.86 0-19
Depression 18.40 9.65 0-54
Marital intimacy 21.76 4.75 8-32
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Table 4. Psychosocial Predictors of FSFI Domains: Stepwise Multiple Regression

Domain

(dependent Independent B SE. B t p Adj. R? F
; variables

variables)

FSFI (Constant) -0.43 3.65 -0.12 .906 .33 27.43"
Sexual information 0.70 0.15 0.30 46 <.001
Depression -0.19 0.06 -0.20 -3.26 .001
Marital intimacy 0.33 0.12 0.18 2.81 .006
Sexual attitude 0.36 0.14 0.17 257 011

Desire (Constant) 0.77 0.35 219 .030 32 26.36*
Sexual attitude 0.06 0.02 0.24 352 .001
Depression -0.03 0.01 -0.23 -3.92 <.001
Sexual information 0.07 0.02 0.23 BIeY <.001
Body image 0.04 0.02 0.16 2.62 .009

Arousal (Constant) 0.35 0.55 0.64 521 .29 30.06*
Sexual information 0.12 0.03 0.28 4.26 <.001
Depression -0.04 0.01 -0.25 -4.22 <.001
Sexual attitude 0.09 0.03 0.22 338 .001

Lubrication (Constant) -0.21 0.75 -0.28 779 .26 25.55"
Sexual information 0.18 0.03 0.37 5.88 <.001
Marital intimacy 0.07 0.03 0.17 2.65 .009
Depression -0.03 0.01 -0.15 -2.37 019

Orgasm (Constant) -0.01 0.77 -0.01 994 .26 19.06*
Sexual information 0.15 0.03 0.30 47 <.001
Marital intimacy 0.06 0.03 0.15 2.3 023
Depression -0.04 0.01 -0.19 -2.86 .005
Body image 0.06 0.03 0.13 2.12 .035

Satisfaction (Constant) -0.03 0.58 -0.05 961 .36 30.88*
Marital intimacy 0.10 0.02 0.31 5.07 <.001
Sexual information 0.09 0.02 0.23 3.63 <.001
Sexual attitude 0.06 0.02 0.17 2.7 .008
Depression -0.02 0.01 -0.16 -2.61 010

Pain (Constant) 0.54 0.81 0.67 504 20 18.83*
Sexual information 0.15 0.03 0.30 4.61 <.001
Depression -0.03 0.01 -0.17 -2.52 013
Marital intimacy 0.07 0.03 0.16 2.36 019

*p<.001.

Adj. R*=adjusted R? FSFI=female sexual function index.
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