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The Protective Factors of Suicide Probability in Religious Male High School Students

Kim, Hee Sook’ - Chae, Young Sun?- Bae, Young Joo?

' Associate Professor, College of Nursing, Research Institute of Nursing Science, Kyungpook National University, Dacgu
*Doctoral Student, College of Nursing, Kyungpook National University, Daegu, Korea

Purpose: This study was conducted to identify the protective factors that influence suicide probability in religious male high
school students. Methods: The data was collected from Nov. 5 to Dec. 10, 2009. Data were collected by self-report question-
naire from 255 students selected from 2 religious male high schools in B city. The instruments for this study were the Suicide
Probability Scale for Adolescence (SPS-A), Inventory Parents Peer Attachment-Revision (IPPA-R), Spiritual Well-being Scale
(SWBS), and Ego-identity Scale. The data were analyzed using t-test, one-way ANOVA, Scheffe test, Pearson correlation co-
efficients and stepwise multiple regression with the SPSS 14.0 program. Results: The protective factors of suicide probability
in religious male high school students were identified as existential spiritual well-being (B= -.46, p<.001), self-identity (8=
-.30, p<.001), and mother attachment (8= -.21, p<.001). These three factors explained 61.5% of the variance in suicide prob-
ability. Conclusions: The results suggest that improvement in spirituality, ego-identity, and mother attachment for religious
male high school students is important to reduce the probability of suicide.

Key words: Suicide probability, Attachment, Identity, Spirituality
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Table 1. Suicide Probability by General Characteristics (N=255)
Characteristics Categories n (%) M=+ SD torF p Scheffe
School types Academic 147 (57.6) 2.36+0.62 0.21 831
Vocational 108 (42.4) 2.38+0.49
Religion Yes 147 (57.6) 2.30+0.53 -2.37 018
No 108 (42.4) 2.47 £0.61
Family type Living with both parents 21 9(85.9) 2.35+0.56 1.95 144
Living with mother or father 27 (10.6) 2.43+0.50
Other 9(3.5) 2.72+0.82
Academic record High® 73 (28.6) 2.28+£0.66 7.98 <.001 c>a,b
Middle® 128 (60.2) 2.31+£0.44
Low® 54 (21.2) 2.64+0.64
Economic level High 28 (11.0) 2.31+0.70 2.86 .059
Middle 190 (74.5) 2.34+0.51
Low 37 (14.5) 2.58+0.70
Bully experience Yes 22 (8.6) 2.86+0.83 2.94 .007
No 233 (91.4) 2.32+0.52
Parent divorce Yes 5(5.9 252+0.74 1.01 313
No 240 (94.1) 2.36+0.56
Suicide attempt Yes 22 (8.6) 3.14+0.72 5.34 <.001
No 233 (91.4) 2.30+0.49
Religion activity Yes 54 (21.2) 2.32£0.51 -0.66 505
No 201 (78.8) 2.38+0.58
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Table 2. Scores for Variables (N=255)
Variables Categories Min Max M+ SD Range
Suicide probability 1.23 4.68 2.37+£0.56 1-5
Attachment Father 1.48 5.00 3.54+0.71 iI=8
Mother 1.72 5.00 3.68+0.67 1=
Peer 1.32 5.00 3.50+0.66 1=
Spiritual well-being Religious 1.00 5.20 2.82+0.89 1-6
Existential 1.50 5.70 416+0.78 1-6
Ego-identity 1.42 4.88 3.00+0.58 1=5
Table 3. Correlation among Variables (N=255)
ici Attachment Spiritual well-bein
Variables Categories SUICIC!? Ego-identity - p - ° -
probability Father Mother Peer Religious Existential
Suicide probability 1.00
Attachment Father -.45" 1.00
Mother -.48" 78" 1.00
Peer - 47" 33" 36" 1.00
Ego-identity -.64" 35" 34" 44" 1.00
Spiritual well-being Religious -.16 A1 A4 21" 18" 1.00
Existential -72" 407 37" 53" 61" 21" 1.00

*p<.06; *p<.01; **p<.001.
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(N =255)

Variables B SE B p Adj R? F p Dubin-Watson
Existential spiritual well-being -.33 .04 -.46 -9.13 <.001 51 265.90 <.001 2.01
Ego-identity -.28 .05 -.30 -5.96 <.001 .58 4217 <.001

Mother attachment =17 .04 -.21 -4.95 <.001 62 24.49 <.001

Adj R?=Adjusted R Square.
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