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A Phenomenological Study of Suicide Attempts in Elders
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Purpose: The purpose of this study was to examine the meaning and essence of suicide for elderly people who had previous-
ly attempted suicide as an older person. Methods: Giorgi’s descriptive phenomenology was used for analysis. The research-
ers carried out in-depth interviews, recordings and memos individually with four elders. The elders were individuals who had
attempted suicide sometime in the past 5 yr. They were interviewed from 5 to 10 times using open-ended questions and a
semi-structural format. Demographic data were also collected. Results: The meaning of suicide before a suicide attempt in
older people had four core components: conflict with family, powerlessness and despair in their life with a drop in self-esteem,
using internal and external resources to resolve their troubles and awareness of imminent crisis. Conclusion: These results of
this study will increase understanding of suicide in older people by defining their subjective experience of suicide attempts and
applying grounded data in the development of programs that provide concrete intervention strategies to prevent suicide in el-

derly people.
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