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Knowledge and Attitudes toward Tuberculosis among High School

Students in Busan

Chin-Ock Cheong', Sung-Soo Kim, Ph.D.?, Mi-Kyung Kang*, Eun-Hee Cho, M.D°, Eun Yup Lee, MD},

Chulhun L, Chang, MD3

Deps umzents of "Medicine, “Social Studies of Medicine and Lzboutozy Medicine, School of Medicine, Pusan National University,
Busan, ?International Tuberculosis Research Center, Masan, “Division of HIV & TB Control, Korea Centers for Disease Control

and Prevention, Seoul, Korea

Background: The mortality rate from tuberculosis in Korea is the highest among OECD countries. However, general
public’s knowledge of tuberculosis is limited. Currently, exposure to tuberculosis in high school students is a big

problem,

Methods: A written questionnaire was distributed to 78 high school students in Busan.
Results: Almost all the students had heard of tuberculosis (95%). However, their knowledge of tuberculosis was
very superficial and limited. The attitude about tuberculosis was ‘nothing to worry about” and there was no systemic

education in the school or home,

Conclusion: Although tuberculosis is quite serious in Korea, most people know little about it and have the wrong
attitude. In particular, high school students are easily exposed to tuberculosis because they spend most of their
time as a group. Therefore, education of high school students on tuberculosis is strongly recommended in schools
and the home, In addition, medical practitioners should play a role in education and prevention programs, (Tuberc

Respir Dis 2008;65:369-376)

Key Words: High school student, Tuberculosis, Survey, Knowledge & attitude
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Table 2, Amount of high school students' knowledge about tuberculosis

No. of responder (%)

Deir;zely Yes Maybe No De1;|\r‘1(|)tely
| have heard about TB, 24 (308) 50 641) 4 (51)
| think TB is a just disease of lung, 40 (51.9) 8 (10.3) 30 (38.5)
| think it can be infected with TB by cough or sneezing, 12 (154) 33 (42.3) 27 (34.6) 6 (7.7)
| think it can be infected with TB by direct contact with the patients, 1 (1.3) 32 (4100 24 (308 16 (205) 5 (6.4
| think TB is transmitted from one's parents * 5 (6.4) 21 (269) 27 (346) 18 (231) 6 (7.7
| have heard about the vaccine of TB, 6 (7.7) 20 (256) 27 (346) 16 (205) 9 (11.5)
| know | was inoculated by BCG.* 9 (115) 63 (80.38) 5 (6.4)
| think the immunity of BCG will be last a lifetime, 1(1.3 13 (16,7) 38 (48.7) 23 (295 3 (3.8

TB: tuberculosis,
*No answer 1 (1.3%).
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Table 3. High school students' attitudes about tuberculosis
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No. of responder (%)

De\f;r;iely Yes Maybe No De1;|\rlwc|)tely
| think TB is a contagious disease, 25 (821) 37474 9(115 5 (6.4 2 (26)
| think | never touch the patient of TB but | will be infected with it, 2 (26) 15(192) 42 (538 13(16.7) 6 (7.7)
| think it will be disease if once | am infected with TB, 338 19(44) 39000 13(167) 4 (5.1)
| feel shame to tell the true to my family or friends if | got TB, 2 (26 7090 11(141) 30(385 28(359)
| have someone infected with TB in my family or relatives, 9(115) 23(295 46 (59.0)
| have heard about TB from my family or relatives, 122 6(102) 11(244) 9(200) 18400
There are items about TB when | got medical examination from school, 42 (538) 26 (333 10(12.8)
| have been taught about TB from school * 37 (474) 12 (167) 27 (34.6)
| am interest in health, 50 (64.1) 28 (35.9)

TB: tuberculosis,
*No answer 1 (1.3%).

Table 4, High school students' attitudes about tuberculosis' contagiousness

No. of responder (%)

Coed high school All girls high school

When people don't get medical treatment 38 (33.6) 29 (31.9)
When people stop treatment after 1 month 21 (18.6) 26 (28.6)
When people get medical treatment less than 2 months after starting it 25 (22 1) 16 (17.6)
When people are getting treatment during 2~6 months 18 (15.9) 11 (12.1)
When people are getting treatment during 6~9 months 10 (8.8) 6 (6.6)
When people are finished treatment 109 3 (33

Multiple response questions, sum not equal to 100%.
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