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Purpose: The aim of this study was to explore the patients’ perspectives on nursing students’ clinical practices
in the wards, and to investigate their willingness for allowing students to practice on them. Methods: This was a
descriptive study. 116 inpatients were recruited from the S University Hospital. A 60-item questionnaire was ap-
plied to collect the data. The participants were 19 years and older with sound judgement, and were not in special
or intensive care units. Data analysis was done in SPSS/WIN 22.0 using descriptive statistics, Fishers exact test,
and the ANOVA test. the participant answered to questionnaire from April 29th 2016 to May 10th. Resullts: 40 partic-
ipants (34.5%) stated they would allow students’ practice, while 72 (61.2%) said they would allow only under staff
supervision. 5 participants (4.3%) stated they would not allow whatsoever. The 3 most allowed were emotional
support, oral care, and vital signs measurement while the 3 least allowed were gastric feeding, intravenous cathe-
terization, and urinary catheterization. Conclusion: Patients were more inclined to allow students to practice on
them when a member of the medical team was present. A fair number of participants said they would be more
inclined to allow students’ practice if they felt the student was competent; hence, reinforcing simulation sessions
is vital in enhancing students’ competency and ultimately practice allowance.
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Table 1. Participant Demographics

Variables Categories n (%)
Gender (N=116) Male 73 (62.9)
Female 43 (37.1)
Age (year) 19~49 20 (17.5)
(N=114, Mean=60.8) 50~69 64 (56.1)
>70 30 (26.3)

Marital status (N=115) Unmarried 5(4.3)
Married 97 (84.4)

Divorced 54.3)

Widowed 8(7.0)
Education (N=115) No education~Middle school graduate 25 (21.7)
High school graduate~Vocational college graduate 49 (42.6)
University student~Graduate school and above 41 (35.7)
Religion (N=115) Protestant and Catholic 44 (38.3)
Buddhist 31 (27.0)
Atheist 37 (32.2)

Other 3(2:6)
Job (N=112) Administrator 20 (17.8)

Health care worker 3 (2.6)
Professional and office worker 13 (11.6)

Service worker and sales clerk 11 (9.8)

Agriculture and fishery worker 4 (3.6)

General skill worker and Machinery and mechanical skill worker 7 (6.3)

Simple labor 1(0.9)
Homemaker 27 (24.1)

Student 1(0.9)
Unemployed/retired 25 (22.3)
Duration of hospital stay 1~7 days 75 (68.2)
(N=110, Mean=13.5) 8~28 days 22 (20.0)
28 days~6 months 13 (11.8)

Disease/reason for admission Nervous system disorders 5(5.1)
(N=99) Ear, nose, mouth and throat disorders 11 (11.1)
Respiratory system disorders 13 (13.2)
Circulatory system disorders 10 (10.1)
Digestive system disorders 21 (21.2)
Hepatobiliary system and pancreas disorders 12 (12.1)
Musculoskeletal system and connective tissue disorders 11 (11.1)

Kidney and urinary tract disorders 5(5.1)
Other 11 (11.1)
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Table 2. Evaluations Regarding Practice Allowance and Perceived Outcomes of Practice Allowance

Range of allowance (ROA) Evaluation of
. X o practice Fisher’s P
Variables Categories n (%) A AUS NA T et t(iSD)
uke
n(%) n (%) n (%) M£SD g
Beneficial to health Yes 63 (54.8) 33 (52.4) 29 (46.0) 1(1.6) 20495 <.001
(N=115) No 52 (45.2) 7(13.5) 41 (78.8) 4(7.7)
Source of stress Yes 39(33.9) 9(23.1) 25 (64.1) 5 (12.8) 11.250 .003
(N=115) No 76 (66.1) 31 (40.8) 45 (59.2) 0(0.0)
Receive inprofessional ~ Yes 31(27.2) 6(194) 22 (71,0) 3(9.7) 6.466 .034
nursing (N=114) No 83 (72.8) 34 (41.0) 47 (56.6) 2(2.4)
Helps nursing Yes 110 (94.8) 38 (34.5) 68 (61.8) 4 (3.6) 2.724 .302
education (N=116) No 6(5.2) 2(33.3) 3 (50.0) 1(16.7)
Violates personal Yes 13 (11.3) 3 (23.1) 7 (53.8) 3(23.1) 8.167 014
privacy (N=115) No 102 (88.7) 37 (36.3) 63 (61.8) 2(2.0)
Practice allowance Allowance” 40 (34.8) 16.53£5.90 <.001
(N=115) Allowance under 71 (61.7) 9.971+5.90 (c<b, a)
supervisionb
No allowance” 4(35) -0.50£11.03
A=Allowance; AUS=Allowance under supervision; NA=No allowance.
Table 3. Influence of Surrounding People Regarding Practice Allowance
Range of allowance (ROA)
. . Fisher's
Variables Categories  n (%) A AUS NA ot p
n (%) n (%) n (%)
Family or close acquaintances will have Yes 76 (67.3) 38 (50.0) 36 (47.4) 2(2.6) 24.887 <.001
positive views on ‘the act of practice No 37(327) 2(5.4) 33 (89.2) 2(5.4)
allowance’ (N=113)
Family or close acquaintances will have Yes 71(62.3)  35(49.3) 34 (47.9) 2(2.8) 17.938 <.001
positive views on the ‘allowing patient’ No 43 (37.7) 5 (11.6) 36 (83.7) 2(4.7)
(N=114)
Need to consult with family or close Yes 50 (43.5) 8 (36.0) 30 (60.0) 2 (4.0 0.306 942
acquaintances before allowance (N=115)  No 65 (56.5) 2 (33.8) 41 (63.1) 2(3.1)
Need to consult with medical team before ~ Yes 79 (68.7) 19 (24.1) 57 (72.2) 3(3.8) 12.499 .001
allowance (N=115) No 36 (31.3) 1 (58.3) 14 (38.9) 1(2.8)
Doctor recommends practice allowance Yes 95 (82.6)
(N=115) No 20 (17.4)
Nurse recommends practice allowance Yes 84 (73.0)
(N=115) No 31 (27.0)
Family or close acquaintances Yes 79 (68.7)
recommend practice allowance (N=115) No 36 (31.3)

A=Allowance; AUS=Allowance under supervision; NA=No allowance.
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Table 4. Decision-related Awareness and Range of Allowance (ROA)

Range of allowance (ROA)

Variables Categories (%) A AUS NA Fisher's
exact
n (%) n (%) n (%)
Awareness of possibility of being Yes 70 (60.3) 31 (44.3) 38 (54.3) 1(14) 9.589 .006
subject to student practice (N=116) No 46 (39.7)  9(19.6) 33 (71.7) 4(8.7)
Awareness of power to refuse to Yes 66 (57.4) 16 (24.2) 46 (69.7) 4 (6.1) 7.711 .016
student practice (N=115) No 49 (42.6) 24 (49.0) 24 (49.0) 1(2.0)
Awareness of ROA control (N=115) Yes 69 (60.0) 22 (31.9) 44 (63.8) 3(4.3) 0.776 .757
No 46 (40.0) 18(39.1) 26 (56.5) 2(4.3)
Disease severity (N=116) Very severe 48 (41.4) 16(33.3) 29 (60.4) 3(6.3) 8.863 285
Somewhat severe 32 (27.6) 9 (28.1) 23 (71.9) 0 (0.0)
Average 20(17.2)  6(30.0) 13 (65.0) 1 (5.0)
Somewhat mild 9(7.8) 5 (55.6) 4(444) 0 (0.0)
Very mild 7 (6.0) 4 (57.1) 2(28.6) 1(14.3)
Trust in hospital (N=115) Yes 99 (86.1)
No 16 (13.9)
Perceived student competence Yes 102 (87.9)
(N=116) No 14 (12.1)
Family or close acquaintances in Yes 90 (78.3)
healthcare as students or workers No 25 (21.7)
(N=115)
ROA if disease severity lessens ROA increase 56 (48.7)
(N=115) ROA decrease (7.0)
No influence 51 (44.3)
ROA if disease severity worsens ROA increase 27 (24.1)
(N=112) ROA decrease 49 (43.8)
No influence 36 (32.1)

A=Allowance; AUS=Allowance under supervision; NA=No allowance.
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