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Cervical Prevertebral Hematoma - a Rare Complication of
Acupuncture Therapy
- A Case Report-

DaeHoHa, M.D., Sung Kyun, Oh, M.D.

Department of Orthopedic Surgery, Wonkwang University Sanbon Hospital, Gunpo, Korea

— Abstract —

A 36-year old man with neck pain developed an acute cervical prevertebral hematoma after acupuncture therapy at an oriental
medicine hospital. MR imaging demonstrated a fluid collection, and this suggested a diagnosis of retropharyngeal hematoma,
and the patient was managed conservatively. We report here on a case of a retropharyngeal hematoma following acupuncture

therapy and we review the relevant literature.

Key Words: Cervical spine, Retropharynx, Hematoma

rhu

<

i)
o

&'EI

yol AaE 3 gk 53 A%l 4

Fﬂ Y
O ol g rl

Pt 2x
o

ko
rE Y

y rlolN
o

T

ol
>

o3

o e

2L ot

A o
o Rl oR

o)

)
ol 10

oy g =

ks
02
I

Address reprint requests to
Sung Kyun, Oh, M.D.

Department of Orthopaedic Surgery, Wonkwang University Sanbon

Hospital, Sanbondong, Gunpo city, Gyeongido, Korea

Fax: 82-31-390-2224 Tel: 82-31-390-2244 Email: niceo@daum.net

Received: 2009. 7. 21. Accepted: 2009. 11. 16.

-290 -



ikl
T
>
0%
o
|'|_||I
0=
ot
o
gLl
[}
0z
gk
O
1
0lM
o
HL
kl
1
ol
=}
fo
1o

A

EY $EI) &9
#2 = A vk(Fig. 1A).
A% WEo Aol dol AUskel 471 FPAA
Al sl om TL ol A 7t 2

T T2H LEYeR =
A=AHE A4 19 27407 = 7 A Z(longus
coli muscle) o] =g 573 #ELde FHts o] 4
3 AATHFig. 2). st 244 A FAY FES
AT o7 HolA i glom Fxte] LI
= BolA gob AHA wF iAo dY 3y
Aol BF G447 BAh 3xE AR 55 o)
Eold SFEHE 5480 IR FRow FAF
dF Adste] W FHALANA 7| FB Ful 5t
s A om JA2UA 3UA ALHA AF FW @
& WA 28 9] SR HolA 4 s
A Hol Ayt oA ARAE F A 744 H g
of S FAEAIL 14U el N SHEAT B
st 27 BN S % &4 H A h(Fig. 1B).

Fig. 1. (A) Initia lateral radiograph shows a widening of the retropharyngeal space. (B) Last follow up lateral radi-
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ograph shows a decreased shadow of retropharyngeal space.
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Fig. 2. MRI of Cervical spine. (A) Sagittal T2 weighted images show a hyperintense retropharyngeal collection that
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extends from the nasopharynx to the laryngopharynx. The air way is mildly compromised. (B) Sagittal T 1
weighted images show alow intensity at the retropharygeal space. (C) Axia T2 weighted image shows a high
intensity well defined retropharyngeal collection and |eft side longus coli muscle hemorrhagic change.
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