
Ectopic pancreas, also known as heterotrophic, acces-
sory, or aberrant pancreas is a pancreatic tissue without
anatomic and vascular continuity within the main body
of the gland, and is most commonly found in the antrum
of the stomach, duodenum, or proximal jejunum (1, 2).
Ectopic pancreas in the proximal stomach has been
rarely reported (3). However, the coexistence of two ec-
topic pancreases at the gastric cardia and antrum in a pa-
tient has not been previously reported.

Here, we present a case of the coexistence of two ec-

topic pancreases at the cardia and antrum of the stom-
ach in a 60-year-old man.

Case Report

A 60-year-old man who visited a local clinic was inci-
dentally found to have two submucosal lesions in the
cardia and antrum of his stomach on gastroscopy.
Consequently, the patient came to our hospital for fur-
ther evaluation and found no gastrointestinal symptoms
including abdominal discomfort or pain. The patient’s
past medical history and initial laboratory data (includ-
ing a stool occult blood test) revealed no remarkable
findings.

The patient underwent an abdominal computed to-
mography (CT) scan which was obtained before the ad-
ministration of intravenous contrast material. In addi-
tion, portal venous phase images were also obtained af-
ter the administration of intravenous contrast with a 70

J Korean Soc Radiol 2010;63:161-165

─ 161─

Synchronous Ectopic Pancreases in the Cardia and 
Antrum of the Stomach: A Case Report1

Miyeon Yie, M.D., Kyung Mi Jang, M.D.2, Min Jeong Kim, M.D., In Jae Lee, M.D., 
Dae Hyun Yang, M.D.3, Sun-Young Jun, M.D.4, Kwangseon Min, M.D.4

1Department of Radiology, Hallym University College of Medicine
2Department of Radiology and Center for Imaging Science,
Sungkyunkwan University School of Medicine

3Department of Surgery, Hallym University College of Medicine
4Department of Pathology, Hallym University College of Medicine
Received February 23, 2010 ; Accepted April 2, 2010
Address reprint requests to : Kyung Mi Jang, M.D., Department of
Radiology and Center for Imaging Science, Sungkyunkwan University
School of Medicine, 50, Ilwon-dong, Gangnam-gu, Seoul 135-710, Korea.
Tel. 82-2-3410-2518    Fax. 82-2-3410-2559    
E-mail: jkm7290@empal.com

Ectopic pancreas is most commonly found in the antrum of the stomach, duode-
num, or proximal jejunum. Rarely ectopic pancreas in the proximal stomach has been
reported. Moreover, the coexistence of two ectopic pancreases at gastric cardia and
antrum in a patient has not been reported. Ectopic pancreas usually appears as a sub-
mucosal mass, and it is difficult to differentiate between ectopic pancreas and other
common submucosal tumors, such as a gastrointestinal stromal tumor (GIST) or
leiomyoma. Here, we present a case of the coexistence of two ectopic pancreases at
cardia and antrum of the stomach in a 60-year-old man, which was preoperatively
misdiagnosed as GIST.
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second delay. CT showed two gastric lesions in the gas-
tric cardia and antrum, respectively (Figs. 1A, B). The le-
sion in gastric cardia appeared as a relatively well-de-
fined heterogeneously enhancing submucosal mass
with a mixed growth pattern, which was bulging into
the extraluminal and endoluminal space, and had a
maximum diameter of 2.2 cm (Fig. 1A). The small cystic
portion in it was suspicious, but the overlying mucosa
seems to be intact. The other lesion in the greater curva-
ture side of the gastric antrum was diagnosed as an ill-
defined heterogeneously enhancing mass with endolu-
minal growth pattern, and a maximum diameter of 2.5

cm (Fig. 1B). The internal cystic portion or overlying
mucosa of it was not definite on CT. Considering the CT
findings, which were double lesions with a different lo-
cation and growth pattern, we could not predict the pos-
sibility of ectopic pancreas; however, we provided the
possibility of a gastrointestinal stromal tumor (GIST). 

Two weeks later, the patient underwent an endoscopy
at our hospital. The lesion in the gastric cardia appeared
as a lobular submucosal mass with intact overlying mu-
cosa, while the other lesion in the greater curvature side
of the gastric antrum appeared as a submucosal mass
with a focal shallow pit at the overlying mucosa (Fig.
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Fig. 1. A 60-year-old man with synchronous ectopic pancreases in the gastric cardia and antrum.
A. Coronal contrast-enhanced CT during the portal venous phase shows a well-defined heterogeneously enhancing submucosal
mass (arrows) with a suspicious small cystic portion (asterisks) in the gastric cardia. The overlying mucosa appears to be intact (ar-
rowheads).
B. Coronal contrast-enhanced CT during the portal venous phase shows an ill-defined heterogeneously enhancing mass (arrows)
with an endoluminal growth pattern in the greater curvature side of the gastric antrum. The internal cystic portion or overlying
mucosa of it is not definite at CT. 
C. Endoscopy images show a submucosal mass with intact overlying mucosa in the gastric cardia (left), while the other submucos-
al mass with a focal shallow pit (arrow) at the overlying mucosa in the greater curvature side of the gastric antrum (right).



1C). On endoscopic ultrasonography (EUS), both lesions
appeared as indistinct, heterogeneous, and intermediate
hypoechoic lesions with internal anechoic cystic portion
(Fig. 1D).

Although two submucosal lesions with an internal
cystic portion on EUS suggested the possibility of ec-
topic pancreas, the possibility of GIST could not be ex-
cluded. On endoscopic biopsy, only chronic inflamma-
tory tissue could be obtained. The patient underwent an
endoscopic mucosal resection for the lesion in the
greater curvature side of the gastric antrum and a surgi-
cal wedge resection of the stomach for the lesion in gas-
tric cardia.

On gross examination, two relatively well-demarcat-
ed, firm, yellow, lobular masses (2.3 × 2.0 × 1.0 cm
and 3.5 × 2.0 × 1.5 cm, respectively) were seen in the
gastric wall of the antrum and cardia, respectively. The
overlying gastric mucosa of the antrum showed central
umbilication, but that of the cardia was intact. On mi-
croscopic examination, both masses were composed of

normal pancreatic acinic and ductal tissues, consisting
of ectopic pancreas (Fig. E).

Discussion

Ectopic pancreas could occur throughout the whole
gastrointestinal tract. In rare cases, this anomaly is
found in the gallbladder, biliary tree, liver, spleen,
omentum, mesentery, appendix, mediastinum, or
Meckel’s diverticulum (4). About 80% of ectopic pan-
creases are located in the stomach, duodenum, or proxi-
mal jejunum (5). When in the stomach, ectopic pancreas
typically has the appearance of a submucosal lesion in
the greater curvature side of gastric antrum, 1 to 6 cm
from the pylorus (4). Rarely, ectopic pancreas in the
proximal stomach has been reported (3, 6). However, to
our knowledge, the coexistence of two ectopic pancreas-
es in a patient has not been reported in the English liter-
ature. Among the various kinds of submucosal tumors
of the stomach, neurofibromas, granular cell tumors,
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Fig. 1. D. EUS images of submucosal masses in the gastric cardia
(left) and the other lesion on the greater curvature side of the
gastric antrum (right) show indistinct, heterogeneous, and inter-
mediate hypoechoic lesions with an internal anechoic cystic
portion (asterisks).
E. Photomicrograph shows heterotopic normal pancreatic tis-
sues (asterisks) beneath the gastric mucosa, consisting of ectopic
pancreas (H & E, ×100).



metastases, or lymphomas may appear as two or more
lesions in a patient (4, 7). 

By using diagnostic imaging modalities such as barium
studies or CT, it is difficult to differentiate between ec-
topic pancreas and other common submucosal tumors,
such as GISTs or leiomyomas. Thus, ectopic pancreas is
commonly mistaken for GIST (2). However, some imag-
ing features could help to reveal ectopic pancreas. These
features are typically located in the distal antrum of the
stomach with occasional rudimentary ductal structures
found within the lesion. Therefore, when a submucosal
tumor with central umbilication located in the gastric
antrum is found on a single or double contrast barium
study, the likelihood of ectopic pancreas is very high (4).
On CT, the finding of ill-defined submucosal lesion at its
typical location, heterogeneous enhancement, and endo-
luminal growth pattern favor ectopic pancreas (2).
Sometimes small cystic portion could be found within
the ectopic pancreatic tissue due to the dilation of the
anomalous duct at CT (6). At endoscopy and EUS, the
discovery of a submucosal mass with central dimpling,
indistinct margin, and heterogeneous echogenicity favor
ectopic pancreas diagnosis (8). 

Usually, asymptomatic lesions of ectopic pancreas re-
quire no further treatment after histological confirm.
However, it is difficult to obtain a definitive preopera-
tive diagnosis of ectopic pancreas and therefore a surgi-
cal resection is recommended for most patients (9).
Recently, there have been several reports suggesting
EMR as an attractive, less invasive option for the resec-
tion accessible lesions (10). 

In summary, of the two ectopic pancreas lesions in
our case, only the lesion located within the gastric

antrum fits the typical CT finding of ectopic pancreas.
Thus, we could not diagnose them as ectopic pancreas-
es. Therefore, if two or more gastric submucosal lesions
are coexisting in one patient, despite their different
growth patterns, location, and appearance at CT, we
should consider the possibility of ectopic pancreas.
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위의 분문부과 전정부에 생긴 동시성 이소췌장: 증례 보고1

1한림대학교 의과대학 성심병원 영상의학과
2성균관의대 삼성의료원 영상의학과
3한림대학교 의과대학 성심병원 외과

4한림대학교 의과대학 성심병원 병리과

이미연∙장경미2∙김민정∙이인재∙양대현3∙전선영4∙민광선4

이소췌장은 위전정부, 십이지장 또는 공장에 가장 잘 발생하는 것으로 알려져 있다. 근위부 위에 발생한 이소췌장

의 증례는 드물게 보고되어있다. 그러나 한 환자에서 위 분문부와 전정부에 동시에 발생한 이소췌장의 증례는 보고

된 바가 없다. 이소췌장은 주로 점막하 종양으로 나타나며, 다른 점막하 종양인 위장관 간질종양이나 근종과의 감별

이 어렵다. 이에 저자들은 수술 전 진단에서 위장관 간질종양으로 오진된, 60세 남자의 위 분문부와 전정부에서 동

시에 발생한 이소췌장의 증례를 경험하였기에 보고하고자 한다.


