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= Abstract =

Treatment of the Long Term Neglected Patella Fracture Nonunion
-4 Cases Report -

Duk-Yong Lee, M.D., Jae-Ik Shim, M.D., Taik-Seon Kim, M.D., Sung-Jong Lee, M.D.,
Suk-Ha Lee, M.D., Dong-Gi Lee, M.D., Yoen-Sik Yu, M.D., Eun-No Lee, M.D.
and Hong-Man Cho, M.D.

Department of Orthopaedic Surgery, Korea Veterans Hospital, Seoul, Korea

Non-union of patella fracture was rare reported. We reported our experience with four cases of
non-union of patella fracture treated by surgical intervention. Surgical management by skeletal
traction and tension band wiring achieved union of the fracture in all four cases. The patients
also recovered an excellent range of movement and strength in the affected knees.
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Table 1. )
Preop R.O.M. Postop R.O.M.
Cause of Duration of Skeletal Method of Duration of
Case Age/SeX jniury non-union  traction  treatment ) union
C." FF§ FC." FES
I 66/M Slipdown 30 Yrs Yes MTBW f 10 50 0 100 9 Wks
2 67/M Slipdown 30 Yrs Yes MTBWt 15 45 5100 9 Wks
3 69M Slipdown 34 Yrs No FEt 10 45 10 9% 8 Wks
4 7UM Slipdown 35 Yrs Yes MTBWt 25 60 5 90 7 Wks
<FC."  : Flexion contracture.
«FF§  : Further flexion.

« MTBW t : Modified tension band wiring.

«FEY  : Fragment excision.
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Fig 1. Sixty six years old man had neglected patella

fracture nonunion during 30 years.

A. Preoperative radiograph shows patella
fracture nonunion.

B. The radiograph shows skeletal traction
state.

C. Postoperative radiograph shows rigid
fixation with tension band wiring

D. The radiograph shows union state at
postoperative 24 months.
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