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Operative Treatment of Fracture with Osteopetrosis

Jeung-Tak Suh, M.D., Jin-Heon Song, M.D.

Department of Orthopedic Surgery, College of Medicine
Pusan National University, Pusan, Korea

Osteopetrosis is a rare skeletal disorder characterized by increased bone radiodensity with
diminished bone resorption due to malfunction of the osteoclasts.

Orthopaedic problems in the intermediate and antosomal dominant form include increased
fracture, coxa vara, long bone bowing, hip and knee degenerative arthritis, and mandibular and
long bone osteomyelitis. Healing of osteopetrotic bone is slow, and surgical treatment may be
complicated by unusual technical problems of internal fixation due to bony hardness.

The authors have experienced three cases of fracture with osteopetrosis and those cases are to
be reported with exhaustive review of reference.
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Fig 3-A. Preoperative radiographs of a 38 year-old male with a fracture of the shaft of femur in osteopetrosis
by slip down.

B. Postoperative radiographs showing the fracture fixed with plate and screws,

C. Postoperative 7months radiographs showing union.
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