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Fracture of the Capitellum of the Humerus
- Report of 4 cases -

Sang-Deug Lim, M.D., Ho-Young Sun, M.D,, Jeong-Woung Lee, M.D,,
Young-Seug Yoon, M.D., Deok-Young Yoon, M.D.*

Department of Orthapaedic Surgery, Sun General Hospital, Taejeon, Korea

Fracture of the capitellum is intraarticular fractures that occured rarely about the elbow. It is usual-
ly caused by a fall on the outstretched upper extremity with the radial head impacting against the
anterior portion of the lateral humeral condyle. We reviewed 4 patients with capitellum fracture of
the humerus treated by open reduction and internal fixation from Aug. 1990 to Mar. 1993. The isolat-
ed capitellum fractures were in 2 cases, associated radial head fracture in 1 case, associated humeral
lateral condyle fracture in 1 case. The case combined comminuted fracture of the humeral lateral
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condyle was fair, others were good result.
Key Words : Elbow, Capitellum fracture
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Evaluation of results by Riseborough and Radin

Good A range of elbow motion from a flexion con-

tracture of 30 degrees of less to at least 115
degrees of flexion with or without minor

subjective symptoms.

Fig. 1-A. 13 years old female patient had had fracture of humerus capitellum.
B. The fracture was treated by open reduction and internal fixation with H-screw.
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Fair A range of elbow motion from a flexion con-
tracture of between 30 to 60 degrees to at AL gl HbH
least 115 degree of futher flexion with or
without minor subjective symptoms. 1, M U Ay g

Poer A range of elbow motion from a flexion con
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tracture of 60 degree or more to less than 115

G
degrees of flexion with or without minor %43, &7 1% 42} 35e]ch

symptoms.

Fig. 2-A. 55 years old female patient had had fracture of
humerus capitellum.

B. The fracture was treated by open reduction
and infternal fixation with screw.

C. At 19 months after operation, bony union was
obstained.

Fig. 3-A. 19 years old male patient had had fracture of humerus capitellum and humerus lateral condyle.
B. The fractures were treated by open reduction and internal fixation with H-screw, K-wire.
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Fig. 4-A. 60 years old female patient had had fracture of humerus capitellum
and humerus lateral condyle, radius head.
B. The fractures were treated by open reduction and internal fixation
with H-screw and bone graft.
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