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Fig. 1. A. The axial oblique MIP image of contrast enhanced CT
scan shows right renal artery (arrow) arising from abdominal
aorta and passing anterior to the inferior vena cava. The right
gonadal vein (open arrow) is located anterior to the precaval
right renal artery. (I: Inferior vena cava)

B. The coronal oblique MIP image well demonstrates the pre-
caval right renal artery (white arrow) arising from abdominal
aorta 4cm below the left renal artery (black arrow) origin.

C. The coronal oblique MIP image shows an accessory right re-
nal artery (arrowheads) supplying the superior pole of the right
kidney, which is located 6 cm above the precaval right renal
artery (arrow) arising from abdominal aorta.
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Incidental Finding of a Precaval Right Renal
Artery on CT: A Case Report!
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Deok Ho Nam, M.D., Il Young Kim, M.D., Hyung Hwan Kim, M.D., Won Kyung Bae, M.D.
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The right renal artery passing anterior to the inferior vena cava is a rare variant of the normal renal arterial
anatomy, and identifying this anomaly is important for the planning of minimally invasive renal surgery. The
presence of this precaval right renal artery was detected on the contrast-enhanced CT scan by identifying the
right renal artery passing anterior to the inferior vena cava. We report here on a case of a precaval right renal
artery as a main supplying artery, and this was incidentally found on CT.
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