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Table 1. Number of Rresident Applicants and 1st-year Residents in Korea during the Last Eight Years

Year 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999
Number of Intern 3,042 3,189 3,245 3,160 2,334 2,787 3,134 2,840
Total number of applicants 3,423 3,598 3,535 3,777 3,613 3,851 3,900 3,772
Number of opening 2,730 2,919 3,158 3,477 3,979 4,212 4,399 3,924
Number of residents 2,547 2,734 2,996 3,176 3,189 3,198 3,181 2,916

% 93.3% 93.7% 94.9% 91.3% 80.1% 75.9% 72.3% 74.3%

Table 2. Number of Residents and Radiologists during the last 10 '
Years
Year No of resident No of Radiologist
1988 270 688 “
1989 279 752 " ,
1990 310 811
1991 357 880
1992 413 972
1993 588 979
1905 cs7 1175 10
1996 687 1315 1999 6,358 6 477
1997 744 1,464 1,967 4 332 1,560 47
1998 770 1,627 5
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Table 3. Number of Radiologists in Korea : Predicted vs Actual

Number :(:_Agz)
Year Predicted number Actual number B
1995 1,160 1,175 -
1996 1,261 1,315 EE-80
1997 1,381 1,464 B0-20
1998 1,517 1,627 P
1999 1,663 1,784 -
80
301
Table 4. Number of 1st-year Residents in Korea < 80
Year Recommended number  T/O(Actual number) P ¥R R NI 400 0 M0 00 B0 R
1995 180 166 (161) (Number)
1996 180 178 (168) Fig. 1. Age distribution of radiologist in Korea
1997 180 183 (178)
1998 180 229(203)
1999 150 183 (103)
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Purpose : To assess adequate supply and demand for diagnostic radiologists in Korea in the future.

Materials and Methods: We analysed previous supply for residents of diagnostic radiology during the last eight
years, and evaluated the cause and problems of increasing numbers of residents in diagnostic radiology in
Korea. The appropriate numbers of residents in diagnostic radiology in Korea were estimated.

Results: The number of diagnostic radiologists in Korea in 1998 increased three times as compared with that
in mid-1980s. The number of diagnostic radiologists in Korea in 1999 increased eight times as compared with
that in 1980s. Causes of increasing numbers of residents of diagnostic radiology were increasing demand of
residents in each hospital in the past, and limitation of control of the number by the Korean Radiological
Society as well as the Korean Hospital Association. Problems of increasing number of residents of diagnostic
radiology was decreasing quality of education and oversupply of diagnostic radiologists. The appropriate
number of residents in diagnostic radiology in the future would be about 100 per year.

Conclusion : A new plan and strategy for the appropriate supply and demand of diagnostic radiologists in

Korea are needed.
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