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Purpose: The purpose of this study was to examine the actual care costs paid to Korean Oncology Advanced Practice Nurses (KO-
APN). Methods: We collected data using a group discussion and questionnaire identified 115 tasks from job descriptions developed
by the Korean Accreditation Board of Nursing. Forty-two KOAPN working at three university hospitals in Seoul were asked to evalu-
ate each task as to type and whether the cost is paid or not. They were also asked to indicate the tasks in urgent need of development of
a care cost with high priority. Results: Only five tasks (4.3%) related to treatment and complication related interventions or education
were paid, and they were paid only once during the entire treatment period and were not covered by national health insurance. It was
approved as a medical fee by health insurance review & assessment service. Furthermore, the names of the authority (doctor) and the
actual provider (nurse) of the prescriptions were difterent for three of those tasks. Most of the suggested tasks needing development of
care costs were actions specifically performed by nurses (physical-psychosocial-spiritual assessment, independent nursing interven-
tions). Conclusion: KOAPN are currently paid for few tasks. To maximize the utilization of KOAPN, the establishment of a clear ra-
tional payment system directly related to their actual activities is needed.
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Table 1. Characteristics of participants (N=42)
Variables Category Frequency % Mean (SD)
Age (yr) 35.5 (4.1)
30-34 7 16.7
35-39 26 62.8
40-44 7 16.7
=45 2 4.8
Education Bachelor’s degree 2 4.8
Master’s course 10 23.8
Master's degree 25 59.5
Doctoral course 4 9.5
Doctoral degree 1 24
Career (yr) Oncology 12.0(3.6)
Other part 13.1 (4.2
As an APN 4.7 (3.5)
Primary prac- Hematology/medical oncology 20 47.7
tice area Pediatric oncology 5 11.9
Surgical oncology 2 4.8
Gynecology oncology 3 7.1
Medical & surgical oncology 12 28.6
Certifications  Yes 24 571
Yes (others) 5 1.9
No 13 31
Other OCN 2 4.8
certification - pegfatric OCN 2 4.8
Home care APN 2 4.8
Geriatric APN 1 24

APN, advanced practice nurse; OCN, oncology certified nurse.
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Table 2. Type of cost paid by health insurance review & assessment service

Possible number Person who have a Person who  Person who

Duty Task Task element Type of cost of prescription  right of prescription  prescribe perform
III. 4. Medication 1) Identifies and coordinates Uncovered by health ] Doctor APN APN, pharma-
Therapeutic care prescriptions insurance cist, dietitian
intervention  5_Chemotherapy 5) Implements complication Uncovered by health 1 Doctor APN APN, pharma-
care management insurance cist, dietitian
6) Identifies & coordinates Uncovered by health 1 Doctor APN APN, pharma-
chemotherapy treatment plan  insurance cist, dietitian
9. Stem cell . 1) Implements complication Uhcovered by health 1 APN APN APN
transplantation  management insurance
care i
2) lProwdes. stem cell procedures Uhcovered by health 1 APN APN APN
information insurance

APN, advanced practice nurse.
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Table 3. Tasks suggested to be developed with high priority

dES 2| - SYTZUSAL L0l thet 71 Hef - 159

Duty Task

Task element Contents

|. Data collection 4. |dentifies psycho-social

spiritual needs 3
4

II. Clinical decision making
[Il. Therapeutic intervention

6. Plans for follow-up care
3. Implements procedures &
nursing care based on

protocol

- Biopsy

- Intubation

- Dressing
4. Medication care 2
6. Symptom management 3
8. Terminal patient care 2

VI. Management of environ- 5. Infection control

ment & resources

2) |dentifies social needs

) Identifies psychological needs
) Identifies spiritual needs
)

2) Plans discharge education
1) Implements procedures & nursing care based on protocol

) Prescribes medication based on protocol

) Provides nonpharmacologic intervention

) Provides physical, psychosocial, & spiritual nursing care
)

2) Provides infection prevention & management

Fee for counseling

Fee for discharge education
Fee for procedure

- Paracentesis, thoracentesis

Fee for independent nursing care
Fee for independent nursing care
Fee for counseling

Fee for dressing
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