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The Absent Lumbar Articular Process of the 4th Lumbar Vertebra
—One Case Report—

Chang Uk Choi, M.D,, Youn Il Kim, M.D., Byoung Il Lee, M.D., Byoung Jun Shin, M.D.
and Hong Seop Kim, M.D.

Department of Orthopedic Surgery, College of Medicine, Soon Chunhyang University, Seoul, Korea

Unilateral absence of the articular process at a lumbar vertebra is a rare anomaly. The etiology
of the congenital absence of articular process is not precisely determined yet, but it wa"s explained
as some of the possible embryologic bases. Absence of the articular process at the level of L5-S1
have been reported a few, but anomaly above 1.4 is rare.

We are reporting a case of absence of articular process at the level of the 4th lumbar vertebra.
Key Words:Inferior articular process of 14.
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Fig. 1. AP plain Roentgenogram:showing

absent right inferior L4 articular process.
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Fig. 3. Bone scan:No pathologic findings
were seen.
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Fig. 2. Oblique plain roentgeno gram:show-
ing absent right inferior L4 articular process
and spondylolysis of L2 & L3.

Fig. 4. Spine CT:Absent right inferior ar-
ticular process of L4 was seen lprecisely.
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