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Congenital Absence of the Flexor Digitorum Profundus — A Case Report—

Myung Chul Yoo, M.D., Jin Whan Ahn, M.D., Sang Eun Lee, M.D. and
Sang Hoon Kim, M.D.

Department of Orthopedic Surgery, College of Medicine, Kyung Hee University, Seoul, Korea

The absence of palmaris longus musle is common, about 10% in general population, but absence of

another muscle(S)in forearm and/or hand is very rare. We experienced a case of conenital absence

of flexor digitorum profundus in both hands. It was confirmed by surgical exploration. This anomaly

seems to be extremely rare case in the English literature.
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Fig. 1. The patient and his elder sister.Both pa-

tients show the flexion contracture of both hands
combinded bilateral congenital club feet deformity.

Fig. 2-A. The flexor digitorum profundus tendon
is absent.
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Fig. 2-B. The lumbricalis muscle is attached to
the F.D.S. tendon abnormally.
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Fig. 3-A. Preoperative photograph reveals fle-
xion contracture of both hands. 3-B, C: Postopera-
tion 15months. The flexion contractures were co-
rrected and the external appearances of the fin-
gers were cosmetically improved. The patient had
gained full range of motion of his fingers.
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