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Larsen’s Syndrome (A Case Report)
Byeong Mun Park, M.D., Chang Dong Han, M.D. and Yun Tae Lee, M.D.

Department of Orthopedic Surgery, Yonsei University College of Medicine, Seoul, Korea

Larsen’s syndrome is a very rare deformity, which is characterized by multiple congenital dislocations with a characteristic
facial abnormality.

The authors experienced a case of typical Larsen’s syndrome that had saddle nose, hypertelorism, high-arched palate,
dislocation of the hip joint, subluxation of the knee joint, dislocation of both radial heads, equinovarus deformities of both
feet and winged scapulae of both shoulders.

The dislocated left hip joint was reduced suréically and the result was excellent.
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Fig. 1. This photograph shows characteristic fa-
ce of Larsen’s syndrome and multiple dislocations
of both radial heads, right knee joint and winged
scapulae.

Fig. 2. Subluxations of metatarsophalangeal jo-
int of both great toes.
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Fig. 3. This photograph shows laxity of wrist
joint.

Fig. 4. This photograph shows that the skin is
very soft and has hyperelasticity.

Fig. 5. Subluxations of both radial heads.
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I';lg 6-A. A-P roentgenogram of both hip joint
shows dislocation of left hip joint, hypoplasia of
left acetabulum and increased acetabular index.

Fig. 6-B. A-P roentgenogram of both hip joints
which was taken l-é—year after Klisic operation
shows anatomically reduced left hip joint and de-
creased acetabular index.

Table 1. Comparison of repeated skeletal anormalies and multiple congenital dislocations
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Larsen Curtis and Latta et al Steel and  Habermann Our
et al. Fisher : Kohl et al. case
Characteristic faces yes yes yes yes yes yes
Palate defect yes unknown no 20f3 20f 4 yes
Hydrocephalus no no no 20f3 no no
Abnormal .cervxcal spine 2 of 6 ves ves 30f 3 3of 4 o
segmentation
Scoliosis unknown no yes lof 3 1of 4 no
Subluxation of humeral heads no no unknown 3of 3 20f 4 no
Dislocated radial heads 6 of 6 no hypoplastic 3 of 3 3of4 yes
humerus
Multiple wrist ossification centers  no unknown unknown 20f3 2of 4 no
Characteristic hands 6 of 6 no yes 3of3 4of 4 yes
Dislocated hips ves no yes yes yes yes
Unilateral 1of 6 1of 3 lofl
Bilateral 50f 6 lofl 20f3 3of4
Dislocated knees yes yes yes yes yes yes
Unilateral 1 of 6 lofl
Bilateral 5 of 6 20of 2 lofl 20f 3 40f 4
Equinovarus of equinovalgus 6 of 6 no yes 3of 3 4 of 4 yes
Mental retardation no 1of 2 yes no no no
Sibling relationship no yes no yes yes no
Abnormal kariotype unknown 1 of 2 no no no no
Winged scapula no no no no no yes
ol alv} (Fig. 6-A). aet.
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