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Acute Respiratory Distress Due to Delayed Hematoma
after Anterior Cervical Discectomy Fusion

Kyung-Jin Song, M.D., Su-Kyung Lee, M.D.”, and Kwang-Bok Lee, M.D.

Department of Orthopedic Surgery, Chonbuk National University Hospital, Research Institute of Clinical Medicine,
Biomedical Science Institute, Chonbuk National University Medical School, Jeonju, Korea

Hematoma resulting in acute respiratory distress associated with anterior cervical spine surgery is rare; however, it is a serious adverse
complication and occurs primarily within postoperative three days and is cured in the hospital. Rarely, delayed hematoma occurs after
discharge from the hospital, and treatment of respiration is difficult. In this review, we report on a case of acute respiratory distress due to
delayed hematoma following anterior cervical discectomy and fusion, which occurred at postoperative five days.

Key words: anterior cervical discectomy and fusion, hematoma, acute respiratory distress
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Figure 1. (A) Lateral cervical spine radiograph on the operative day
shows mild swelling in the prevertebral area. (B) Lateral radiograph at
postoperative five days shows no difference of prevertebral swelling.
long arrow: C5, short arrow: C7.
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Figure 2. Lateral radiograph shows severe prevertebral swelling with
acute respiratory difficulty.

Figure 3. (A) Computed tomography axial
scan shows a massive hematoma at the
C7 area, which pushes the trachea to
the right. (B) Sagittal scan shows that
the hematoma was located in the entire
cervical spine area.
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six hours after operation is feasible. Acta Neurochir (Wien).
2008;150:111-8.
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