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cess to treatment.

Objectives This study examined the trend of press reports on mental iliness in Korea to help
set a desirable direction for future press reports on the subject.

Methods This study adopted the method of semantic network analysis to analyze the trend of
press reporting on mental illness in Korea. The study analyzed 1253 newspaper articles from 2016
to 2018 published by the five major Korean press : The Kyunghyang Shinmun, The Dong-A libo,
The Chosun llbo, The JoongAng llbo, and The Hankyoreh.

Results The number of articles on mental illness is on the decline year by year, with 465 articles
in 2016, 406 in 2017, and 382 in 2018. According to keyword analysis, the order of the words of
the highest frequency is as follows : treatment (659), patients (486), mental health (466), incidents
(436), and children and adolescents (413). In terms of the Degree Centrality, Closeness Centrality,
and Betweenness Centrality, the following words are commonly ranked within the top 10 on the
lists: treatment, children and adolescents, patient, mental health, depressive disorder, family, sui-

Conclusion The press should pay more attention to mental iliness, and its reporting should
guarantee accuracy, objectivity, fairness, diversity, and social responsibility. In addition, reports on
mental illness need to provide balanced health information, considering the readers, from basic
information on mental illness to detailed treatment methods. Establishing reporting guidelines for
mental illness would help reduce harm and prejudice related to mental illness and increase ac-
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Table 1. Number of articles related to mental illness

The press Search word COH?CTGd Anoilyzed
articles articles

Kyunghyang Shinmun 278
Mental iliness 138
Mental Disorders 350
Psychopathy 22
Sub tfotal 510

Dong-A llbo 330
Mental iliness 123
Mental Disorders 348
Psychopathy 30
Sub fotal 501

Chosun libo 155
Mental iliness 117
Mental Disorders 45
Psychopathy 150
Sub fotal 312

Joongang llbo 266
Mental iliness 414
Mental Disorders 465
Psychopathy 48
Sub total 927

Hankyoreh 224
Mental iliness 128
Mental Disorders 285
Psychopathy 19
Sub fotal 432

Total 2682 1253
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Index

Concept

Degree centrality

centrality means that the node is at the heart of the network and plays a key role in the network.

Closeness centrality

distances from other nodes mean better accessibility and delivery.

Closeness centrality is an indicator of how close a node is to other nodes in the network. Shorter

Degree centrality is the degree of co-occurrence with other words, which assesses activity. High degree

Betweenness centrality Betweenness centrality is an indicator of how well a node is in the network connecting to other nodes.

High Betweenness Centrality is a moderator, gate keeper, and information filter between words that

are not connected to each other.

Table 3. Number of articles related to mental illness by year

The press Year Total
2016 2017 2018

Kyunghyang Shinmun 79 96 103 278
Dong-A llbo 110 122 98 330
Chosun libo 59 54 42 155
Joongang llbo 127 80 59 266
Hankyoreh 90 54 80 224
Total 465 (37.1%) 406 (32.4%) 382 (30.5%) 1253 (100.0%)

Table 4. Top twenty affiliations : frequency, DC, CC, and BC

Ranking Frequency DC CcC BC
1 Treatment (659) Treatment (0.860) Treatment (0.877) Children and
adolescents (0.064)
2 Patient (486) Children and Children and Treatment (0.063)
adolescents (0.840) adolescents (0.862)
3 Mental health (466) Patient (0.820) Patient (0.847) Patient (0.048)
4 Incident (436) Mental health (0.660) Mental health (0.746) Depressive disorder (0.028)
5 Children and Depressive disorder (0.630)  Depressive disorder (0.730)  Mental health (0.028)
adolescents (413)
6 Family (395) Family (0.600) Family (0.714) Family (0.026)
7 Depressive disorder (363) Suicide (0.590) Suicide (0.709) Suicide (0.022)
8 Diagnose (346) Management (0.540) Management (0.685) Counseling (0.015)
9 Research (323) Counseling (0.530) Counseling (0.680) Stress (0.015)
10 Management (322) Senior citizen (0.490) Senior citizen (0.662) Parents (0.014)
11 Danger (322) Stress (0.480) Stress (0.658) Incident (0.014)
12 Government (296) Protection (0.470) Protection (0.654) Management (0.013)
13 Police (291) Parents (0.470) Parents (0.654) Senior citizen(0.013)
14 Stress (288) Incident (0.470) Incident (0.654) Support (0.012)
15 Support (277) Support (0.470) Support (0.654) Diagnose (0.011)
16 Body (275) Healthcare (0.460) Healthcare (0.649) Hospitalization (0.010)
17 Hospitalization (272) Government (0.460) Government (0.649) Healthcare (0.010)
18 Counseling (270) Diagnose (0.460) Diagnose (0.649) The mentally ill (0.009)
19 Help (266) Hospitalization (0.450) Hospitalization (0.645) Prevention (0.009)
20 Murder (266) The mentally ill (0.450) The mentally ill (0.645) Research (0.009)

DC : Degree centrality, CC : Closeness centrality, BC : Betweenness centrality
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Fig. 1. Sociogram of the top 30 keywords based on degree cen-
trality.

Table 5. Top 20 keywords based on DC by year

£ 71F08 EA5t9a, dERafe s #istE 7y
S Bplsig .00, 7 60] 107 3H9) FA) 5L AMsk 2}
T DolE SUNECSR USRS 4). 2148

I

ol

& lsto} 2UHS AT, A Bol, F A 2
(AAgoRel Q1) 2

of ol5o] WIMsHA FAl &R} 3
S HolFs wolg, & AL e, BAldear ] A3
AAE sl g Aol A A=l 74 22
AR olefgt W] B e HolFe o] 245
I = Qledl, A AM AdE 9] fis) WA 92
7k Sl AAldeAre e A gE FAs| 2 ek P
=, 2016-05-23).7, “HAIAZEA (A BAlR A 9
AelE 271 flef 229 wholl AR Ak ok - 71 2F
A5 o R AARloId A 2AlrE Q1 ofatel Aglol <
Ydshz A&dE FolAhe HATHT LR, 2017-05-30).”
S A Dol7t FAE = EE Harsto] skl

ini &
2 AAASk) st A=K E 3 Are] Pa o] 7
: AT = 2L golu] YEY A

7] T gohry] of ek & ATE A
H1H016~20189) 41 28] Tifa 2 5T 4157141
HE S YD BN B 4
o) F0 AvHe che vt gk

A, A 3ATE 0 5T ABALS] AL T 714}
27F AEA o2 A(16W 4654, 174 4064, 184 382
sk 92 shed 4 gledek. et ol wwd e
717k8] Zeo] & 7| Afeo] Tigt Bk §ojulg ol uhols
7] Sl81A s 24 717ke] Shafo] L asic

S, FA0] A3 BN FAVEE A R(E597), B

SER

w3 A, 219
4 71

3

righ
‘

Year

Words

2016

Treatment >children and adolescents, patient >incident >mental health >crime > suicide > police >

depressive disorder>stress, the mentally ill >murder> family >management, counseling >

misogyny, dementia, danger, hospitalization >research, support

2017

Patient >children and adolescents, freatment>mental health >depressive disorder >suicide >incident >dementia >

hospitalization, murder >diagnose >family >support >management >research, government, counseling >

schizophrenia, police, school
2018

Children and adolescents >treatment >patient >incident >mental health, dementia>support, healthcare >

depressive disorder >research >hospitalization >family >senior citizen, government, welfare, facilities>

murder, suicide >victim, police, office

DC : Degree centrality
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Table 6. Subtopic group of articles related to mental illness

Group name Words

Gl Anxiety, counseling, stress, depression, depressive disorder, suicide, office
Depression, anxiety, and suicide (n=7)

G2 Worry, pain, record, memory, university, death, hurt, sound, name,
Trauma (n=12) preparation, shock, appeal

G3 Compulsion, human rights, hospitalization, the mentally ill, schizophrenia
Human rights of the mentally ill (n=5)

G4 Reaction, taking, adult, exacerbation, drug, cognition, normal, addiction,
Addiction (n=9) disease

G5 Regulation, organization, court, application, demand, committee,
Mental Health and Welfare Law (n=7) discrimination

Gé Senior citizen, visit, Ministry of Health and Welfare, insurance, burden,

Mental health of the elderly (n=8)

healthcare, specialist, consultation

G7 Family, management, children and adolescents, prevention, danger,

Mentaliliness of children and adolescents (n=9)

mental health, diagnose, treatment, patient

G8 Reinforcement, institution, provision, voice, protection, welfare, service,

Mental health policy and services (n=15)

facilities, safety, government, policy, system, support, assessment, expansion

G9 Police, crime, offense, anger, incident, murder, investigation, violence,

Incident of the mentally ill (n=10)
G10
Mental health of children and adolescents (n=19)

harm, victim

Domesticity, attention, education, ability, help, parents, lack, body, mother,
role, research, workout, awareness, child, concentration, friend, program,

school, environment
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