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The new Mental Health and Welfare Law in Korea was revised to require additional diagnosis by
a psychiatrist from another public or designated hospital for involuntary admission beyond 2
weeks. In addition, it features the newly established Admission Review Committee for better
protection of human rights. The provision of the additional diagnosis by an external psychiatrist
resulted from misinformation about the distinction between the second opinion for medical as-
sessment and the review of admission by independent authorities. An additional diagnosis is not
required by an external doctor since it is not for review of adequacy of admission but just for
second opinion for better medical assessment. Given the limited number of qualified public hos-
pital psychiatrists, additional diagnosis by external psychiatrists does not seem practical unless
private hospital doctors are required to visit neighboring hospitals. The current method of cross
checking between neighboring doctors is not in accordance with the principles that review
should be done by independent authorities. The Admission Review Committee also does not
seem to serve the purpose since the role of the Committee is limited to document review, while
the proper role of the Committee is left to individual doctors. Admission review should be per-
formed through a thorough interview with the patient by a judicial (or quasi-judicial) authority.
Law revision is urgently needed to ensure proper judicial (or quasi-judicial) review of admission,
and to streamline unnecessary procedures such as the additional diagnosis by external doctors.
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Table 1. Number of medical professionals required for involuntary admission

Region One medical professional

Two medical professionals

More than two medical professionals

America Brazil USA, Canada

Europe  Belgium, Bulgaria, the Czech Republic, Almost half of nations of the European
Germany, Denmark, Estonia,
Luxembourg, Netherlands, and Ireland etc.)
Poland

Australia

Asia Japan(by Carer), Hong Kong, China

Taiwan

Union (United Kingdom, Italia, and

Finland, France, Ireland, Latvia,
Lithuania, and Romania

Australia, New Zealand
Japan (by Prefectural Governor),
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