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Research by Psychiatrists of Chosun Chongdokbu Hospital
and Keijo Imperial University in Korea during Japanese
Colonial Rule

Sung Kil Min, MD, PhD", Chang-ho Lee, MD?, and Kyubak Lee, MD?

"Department of Neuropsychiatry, Hyoja Hospital, Yongin, Korea
*Department of Psychiatry, Yonsei University College of Medicine, Seoul, Korea
SDepartment of Neuropsychiatry, Cheongshim International Medical Center, Gapyeong, Korea

Eighty-three of 114 original articles and abstracts of research published by neuropsychiatrists of
Chosun Chongdokbu Hospital (the Japanese colonial government hospital in Korea) and Keijo
(Seoul) Imperial University Hospital during the Japanese colonial period (1910-1945) in journals
including Shinkeigaku-zassi (Neurologia), Seishin-shinkei-gaku zassi (Psychiatria Et Neurologia
Japonica), and The Journal of Chosun (Korea) Medical Association were reviewed. Most articles
were on clinical research based on descriptive and biological psychiatry while only 4 articles were
on dynamic psychiatry, probably because Japanese pioneers in psychiatry had introduced Ger-
man psychiatry into Japan during the 1880s. The first paper was written by Dr. Shim Ho-sub.
Professor Kubo of Keijo (Seoul) Imperial University published most articles, followed by Dr. Hikari,
Dr. Hattori, and Dr. Sugihara. There were more articles on symptomatic psychosis and morphine
addiction, followed by general paralysis, schizophrenia, neurological diseases, narcolepsy, epi-
lepsy, and neurasthenia. The meaningful articles even for today were comparative studies be-
tween Japanese and Koreans and articles on opioid use disorder in Korea. Authors reported a
markedly lower rate of psychotic inpatients in the population of Koreans compared with Japa-
nese. Japanese researchers argued that, because of simpleness in social life in Korea and less
violence or excitement in symptoms, Korean mental patients could be cared for by family or
members of the community, or be treated by shamanism rather than bringing them to a public
mental hospital, and poverty also prohibited hospital care. Finding of higher ratio of schizophre-
nia to manic-depressive psychosis among Koreans than Japanese was discussed in relation to
delayed cultural development of Korea compared to Japan. In addition, traditional customs pro-
hibiting marriage between relatives in Korea was related to low prevalence of manic-depressive
psychosis, local endemic malaria was related to low prevalence of general paresis, and poor
general hygiene was related to high prevalence of epilepsy. Unclear (undifferentiated) form of
psychotic symptoms including hallucination and delusion was reported in more Koreans than
Japanese. Also Korean patients showed a more atypical form in diagnosis. Authors added that
they had found no culture-specific mental iliness in Korea. However, no Korean psychiatrists
were included as author in such comparative studies. Comparative studies on constitution be-
tween Koreans and Japanese mental patients and prisoners were also unique. However, no Ko-
rean psychiatrists participated in such comparative studies. In studies on morphine addiction in
Koreans, Japanese researchers argued that such studies were necessary to prevent introduction
of morphine-related criminal phenomena to Japan. Meanwhile, Dr. Kubo had left a notion on ad-
aptation problems of Japanese living in the foreign country, Korea. Nevertheless he reported
nothing about psychosocial aspects of mental illness in relation to political, cultural, and eco-
nomic difficulties Koreans were experiencing under the colonial rule of Japan. These general
trends of studies based on German biological and descriptive psychiatry and policies of colonial
government to isolate “dangerous” mental patients in hospital appeared to reflect colonial or eth-
nopsychiatry of those days. These policy and research trends seem to have worsened stigma
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attached to mental disorders. Japanese tradition of psychiatric research was discontinued by re-
turn home of Japanese scholars with the end of WWII and colonial rule.

KEY WORDS History of Psychiatry - Chosun Chongdokbu Hospital -
Keijo Imperial University Hospital - Neuropsychiatry - Korea - Japanese colonial rule.
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Table 1. Number of papers by authors

A Ze| T
Alchg ol
3 1004 Bz mior o], A7) W 7| PR 2w, 2AFE

019/ AH(1910~1927)0ll A= 17d7F B 2430
LI QLT o] Ao At i SOl it A
otk 29| Al At 191692 2491 HEA]
ol ofgk =zolet. 73 A AT(1928~1M5) o= Al=i]
sto o] Aol e}, 2] Q1A 5l Adu] Alo] K
Elof, a7t gobAle # ofeh ANbA 0 2 Kok o]
I FAI A= Q] Y82 =250l HEH I
Stz B ou, AR AAFsH/ A AR o=
19161 ol vid 2, 3 9] =2 Wsirhrt 1930~193349
o o]28 =it vid 5~7H o R EasF o, of

Jap. Journal

Kor. Journal

Avther At (©) Abst (C) At (©) Abst (C) fofal (©)
Gov. Hosp.
Shim (Lis5) 1 5 6
Suits OkiEHE18) 2 1 9 12
Hara (i) 1(1) (D
Kita (LA 1(1) 1(1) 2(2)
Kubo (AfieEt ) 2 0 1 3
Keijo Imp. Hosp.
Kubo (A=t =) 5 10 (1) 7 3 25(1)
Sugihara (5 EB) 4 1 3 2(1) 10 (1)
Ahn (Zii—) 1 (D 41 6(2)
Hatori (HEB7SEE) (4) 4(3) 1 2 7(7)
Lee (F24F) 1 1
Hikari OE(E3#) 2 2 4(4) 4(1) 14(7)
Park (KMiiZs 1 1
Myung (B3:5%) 2 1 5(2)
Imazumi (47 ) 2 1(1) 1 7 ()
Miyamoto (& AFA#) 1 1
lto (=) 1 12 4(1) 4 10 (3)
Toyogawa ()] 5 1 1
Nikoshi (&) 1) )
Gawaguchi JIIIEA) (1) 1 (1)
Matsuo (FAE=EB) 2 2
Suzuki (BRARIEER) Q) (1
Shimiz (?ﬁ?k’f**) (1 (1)
Watanabe (J3¢k) 1 1
Subtotal 20 (6) 24 (12) 29 (9) 41 (6) 114 (33)
Total 44 (18) 70 (15) 114 (33)

Jap. Journal : Shinkeigaku-zassi (i £ 4 25
Journal of Chosun (Korean) Medical Association (s fif: B& £ er gt 5

1902-1935) and Seishin-shinkei-gaku zassi (1# i€ £ 45k 1935-1945), Kor. Journal :

2 1913-1945), Art : Article, Abst : Abstract, C : Co-author, Gov.

Hosp. : The hospital of Japanese colonial government (Eﬂﬁéﬁffyﬁg‘ﬂ%ﬁﬁ) in Korea (1910-1957), Keijo Imp. Hosp. : Keijo (Seoul) Imperi-
al University Hospital (il k£ fi5ke) during Japanese colonial period (1927-1945)
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Table 2. Numnber of papers by research themes

off & 1~59) (Pl A= 309 FE7tA] YLo)E 7]«st
I dE FHy o FHS uEskal AES W=
Ao}, ZEFHL 10~1000]H ¢85y, Ao =UA &
FE2A] Kraepelin, Bumke, Binswanger, Koch £ &t &
S

o AT s Sggel Yatela o

ol 431 Glek oItk FORAL 71 FE Pk, 19
S AR, AT, AT, W, R0k F1Ed 5 o
Aol Yale 2% A9 dieh. 223wl uet WA
QU9E T2 ATRe] £E, 57} Fo| o] FWElo] gt
Aol Solsieict.

8 9y AR slew, x]l AHes wH

open clinical trial +5=2.2, # )23l
domized double blind control study)i @{E 4 gl
EAMPHL AXof 4] AREE|D Q1Y oL} Tl T Sex)h)

—“—M—]—, EJ'EO]UF ‘IT"]E 7HL:‘\9_‘ HAME]—. ‘{%}“% 73‘?‘ g_}(ﬂ
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LS

3t 2004 Bz wpel o] 1149 9] 3l FollA g+t

Themes Jap. Joumcil : Kor. Journoln : Total
Chongdokbu Hosp.  Keijo Imp. Univ. Chongdokbu Hosp. Keijo Imp. Univ.
Basic (animal. human) 1 6 5 20 32
Clinical 2 18 8 17 45
Comparative (statistical) 1 5 1 6 13
Laboratory (autopsy) 4 2 8
Constitution 4 7
Treatment
Continuous sleep 1 1 2
Antiepileptic 1 1
Malarial fever 1 1
Phosphorus fever 1 3
Insulin shock 4
Electrical shock 1 1
Other biological 1 1 2
Psychotherapy 1 1 1 3 6
Subtotal 6 45 19 55 125
Total 51 74 125

Jap. Journal

. Shinkeigaku-zassi (i€ 22426 1902-1935) and Seishin-shinkei-gaku zassi (1 i € 24428 1935-1945), Kor. Journal :

Journal of Chosun (Korean) Medical Association (flfissE-erifzt 1913-1945), Chongdokbu Hosp. : The hospital of Japanese colo-
nial government (SR FFERE) in Korea (1910-1957), Keijo Imp. Univ. : Keijo (Seoul) Imperial University (il A2) during Japa-
nese colonial period (1927-1945), a paper may include more than two themes (for example : a clinical case report may include

autopsy finding)
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E3] jSEpulg A, QR G, AL, FElRe, B SERiAe] Agio, WS 33 BE dE PAlk
o}, BRI A S 5ol sRtE= 5744 A (symptomatic ] ofl A F e
psychosis)oll et =0 W=, ol= BAl Al 4 SHH =5 oS A E AR o= ti7l 25
Aot galefsto] Relso] QA E AS WIStk 4 AR Aol dlE Ho Fre] 2Ale] njolEo| gt 47
Zhir} RIE QR AR AR ot Us ARt o we
FA ARAE ZeE A2 H ool QlofA, BAaAde] o H oet3|R A of| 4H o = L o] AR & Ak
T F S AR B 2o mwgAlesrE A,
A A 2] O BFE, AP AT So| FHHLE T PAZ 5
M FeEolgdl Assuay, waay, dhdain R 7] 7] B9k A segol,
# 5ol g A o] &} A Sl tfg golt YA EAEL ofu] o3t
ehE FAEA T AR 7ol WRF =wo] 6H WHESN= A A=A = - AT A o] L} o]5
dl, 71 5 40| A0t R] of AFich ol A ARSI o= Bhes-go1 7t el
ol e =] B 3 39 ATk A A & o Uik dlE S0l Y A ek ElofA =
ofHZEE0| ol Ao| 24zt 12 o R F1A wWokal, th&o] % Kraepelin®] HH3FYE dementia PraccoxS [
ohH)d Zu A, ok 71er A (TR, 229, 1HEA 88D 21, Sohatsusei Chihol® ¥} ARE-8HA=H, Ul
A 58 5 238 ), 2y (A Aol A2 Bleuler7F A3 schizophrenia® 441 2] 5 (fifififest
Ax), A1 sH Aol (HE, 21E W 5 23 o] Wk i, Seishin Kairi Syo) H+= 84l 2] 5 (i #feiE, Seishin
o} AR 7] 20 2AFERY A= i) A Bunri Syo) 22 MG O o] F 1933 of AR (f
of gt A7t F= Al ofetalitA o ARk Wb A4 )2, Seishin Bunretsu Byo) 2.2 FUsljof ith= 74
Table 3. Number of papers by diagnosis
Jap. Journal Kor. Journal
Diagnosis Chongdokbu Keijo Imp. Chongdokbu Keijo Imp. Total
Hosp. Univ. Hosp. Univ.
Dementia psralysis 7 1 2 10
Psychosis 5 3 8
Dementia precox (schizophrenia) 7 7
Manic-depressive psychosis 2 1 3
Other symptomatic psychosis 2 4 4 12
Obsessive-compulsive disorder 1 3
Hysteria 2
Neurasthenia 2 4
Traumatic neurosis 1 1
Epilepsy 1 3 1 5
Alcohol addiction 2 2 4
Opioid addiction 2 10 12
Neurological disorders 1 6 7
Narcolepsy 4
Episodic twilight state 1 1
Childhood psychosis 1 1
Subtotal 4 31 15 34 83
Total 35 49 83

Jap. Journal : Shinkeigaku-zassi (i€ 2455 1902-1935) and Seishin-shinkei-gaku zassi (IFff#% 24455 1935-1945), Kor. Journal :
Journal of Chosun (Korean) Medical Association (§fifitEs £ erifzt 1913-1945)
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Table 4. Comparison of symptoms between Japanese and Ko-
rean psychotic patients

symptoms Japanese Korean
(n=183), % (n=155), %
Dizziness 34.9 16.1
Negativism 33.3 27.7
Catalepsy 18.0 12.2
Impulsive hehavior 16.3 17.4
Language confusion 16.3 7.0
Stereotype 14.2 6.4
Suicide attempt 11.4 7.7
Mutism 10.3 11.6
Facial frowning (?) 9.8 10.9
Echolalia, echopraxia 6.6 2.5
Confusion 6.0 6.4
Unclear above symptoms 23.4 38.0
Paranoid delusionm 61.2 49.6
Depressive delusion 19.1 9.0
Grandios delusion 12.0 12.9
Auditory Hallucination 63.3 39.4
Visual hallucination 21.8 11.4
Tactile & visceral hallucination 13.1 7.0
Gustatory & olfactory hallucination 7.0 3.6
Unclear delusion 27.3 38.6
Unclear hallucination 30.6 55.4
Unclear delusion and hallucination 18.5 32.2
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