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Development of the codes and guidelines of
medical ethics in Korea
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'Department of the History of Medicine and Medical Humanities, Seoul National University College of Medicine, Seoul; 2Department
of Preventive Medicine, Soonchunhyang University College of Medicine, Cheonan; *Gyeonggi-do Medical Association, Yongin, Korea

Medical ethics, autonomy, and self-regulation form the core of medical professionalism. Therefore, codes and guidelines
regarding ethics are key documents that demonstrate the identity of physicians as a professional group in a society.
In Korea, foreign declarations such as the Hippocratic Oath and the Geneva Declaration have been translated and
introduced, while medical ethics guidelines have been introduced from developed countries. In 1961, 1965, and 1979,
the Code of Medical Ethics was created and revised, but only in 1997 did Korean doctors develop their own ethics
guidelines and codes reflecting their identity in Korean society. In order for these guidelines and codes to be effective
living documents, they should be regularly modified to reflect changes in the medical environment and the field of
medicine. In response to the urgent need to establish strict norms of medical professionalism in the 21st century due
to internal and external problems in Korean society, the Korean Medical Association worked to revise the Ethics Code
and Guidelines in 2016. This article reviews the history of how the Korean Code of Ethics and Guidelines has changed
and examines the contents of the Code of Ethics and Guidelines as amended in 2016.
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Table 1. History of codes and guidelines of medical ethics in Korea
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Year KMA's codes of ethics and ethics guidelines
1955 KMA first adopted Code of Ethics translated from Declaration of Geneva (1948)
1961 KMA adopted Physicians Ethics translated from International Physicians Codes
1965 KMA revised Physicians Ethics mostly translated from International Physicians Codes
1979 KMA revised Physicians Ethics adopted from AMA's Codes of Ethics
1997 KMA established Declaration of Medical Ethics (four articles)
KMA established Total Revision of Codes of Medical Ethics (five chapters and 33 articles)
2001 KMA establishment Medical Ethics Guidelines (six chapters and 78 articles)
2006 KMA abolished Declaration of Medical Ethics
Codes of Medical Ethics were revised and shortened (no chapter and eight articles)
Medical Ethics Guidelines were revised and shortened (no chapter and 30 articles)
2017 Codes of Medical Ethics are to be revised (ten articles)

Medical Ethics Guidelines are to be revised (six chapters and 45 articles)
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KMA, Korean Medical Association.
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Table 2. Structure of proposed Medical Ethics Guidelines in Korea (2016, December)

Chapters Articles o}

O B aE-S FolaL, AT QIZE
General rule 1. Purpose 66 mo A
— -
2. Obligations to the guidelines B AAAE S5 U e S
1. General ethics of physicians 3. Doctor's mission and duty AL tsit}” oJstol e the 108}
4. Best medical practice and education
& [e]
5. Fair medical provision oflA= AA7IAAT HHAE AP
6. l\/Iain.t?nance of dignity . § . 2] 1 obxlo] T3F HEL Hlalale] “10
7. Physician's mental and physical condition for medical )
treatment OlAR ARt Aol delRt
8. Physician's social responsibility _
o] Aa] oA EXE HE3s °
9. Accurate documentation of medical records, etc. of de, &, =4S oh, el
10. Obligations to train medical personnel AT S)AlS Bx|sle] ole) Bk
2. Ethics for patients 11. Mutual trust between doctors and patients
1} o|20] A7} =% Skl A
12. Respecting patient's integrity and privacy T} A5 2 SAlel) 7lefetey =
13. Respect for patient's choice of doctor, etc. kTt QAL EtE-L outtfsiEo]

14. Prohibition of refusal of medical treatment

ZO AN A] Al A Mol71 0O i3
15. Patient's right to know and duty of doctor to explain SN AR 2ol glonm o
16. Interruption of medical treatment for unrecoverable patients ujof] “9g] QA= £]9] AketEE
17. Protection of confidentiality of patient
[eNeIP3 AAIE] oldisr AL o)
18. Emergency medical care and transfer Arelatel] we gds] oldd 2ls <
3. Ethics for fellow health care 19. Respect for colleagues, etc. &38| AAsh)'s B3RS =7)st9ich

workers 20. Respect for legitimate instructions and advice

21. Improvement of work environment

22. Prohibition of unfair competition 2. 1™El= o AIRE| XIE! L

23. Responding to the mistakes of colleagues
4. Social role and duties of doctors  24. Physician's social responsibility

20064 o] upzatoe 2 AHAE QJARS

25. Relief activities in the case of healthcare crisis a]z] ;‘é]l_g o];ﬂg_] 20014 x]itloﬂ gllgj
26. Obligation to protect human rights 2y - =

27. Proper use of medical resources o S AL W j‘—"‘OHH
28. Prohibition of pursuing unfair advantage 7P 9JAte] dukz dejet oJF (A1 —
29. Management of conflicts of interest = _ o] T 1l ALl oist
30. Prohibition of excessive and unfair treatment 4—1—), W) gAteke] A 9 AR A g
31. Prohibition of false, Hype advertisements, etc. (H5x-13%), th) Al&sd ostd

32. Prohibition of unfair use of mass media - - olo]
5. Ethics in diverse medical fields: ~ 33. Ethics related to fetus (AI142-30=)2 =ofloitt. 100 |

birth and dying, organ . . . B
transplantation, medical 34. Assisted reproduction technology Thof] HHNEES oh= AR A -2
research, etc. 35. Life Sustaining treatment

36. Prohibition of euthanasia 20019 AHS 2 gxste] ge|
37. Determination of brain death 2o H3AATE 2016 129 Tkl
38. Protection of organ transplants and donors' rights at o1 - o _
39. Prohibition of selling of organs del 4ol Aed MkEeAA A
40. Medical research xé(g_]-)_‘oj %701-(1_25_)’ Zﬂl;ﬁ' 94/\].94 ?:_]
41. Research Integrity
6. Ethics committee 42. Presentation of research results HEA $2(3-10%), A2A SkAjo]| tfst

43, Establishment of the ethics committee +2(11-18%), A3 = A=<l
44, Role of ethics committee
45, Discipline off tiet &21(19-23%), A4 AL

KMA, Korean Medical Association. *}Q@ @1%‘4‘ —‘]T(24 32—'—) XﬂEJZ}- 7 H

¥ o|R Hof g2 241} 91, A710]
A} 04 Thshs eld BAC g e AEsle AL ofskalT S(33-42), A6R 219190543 452)9) 2
o} 0, SR AfREO) Al £UAS SEE uiE H80] %0 Hlo] JrHTable )

stz olAfealx|zlnt 2 13



J Korean Med Assoc 2017 January; 60(1):8-17

71 37 gEirs BEo Aot o5k sy AYESe
FEo] &1, 2A; MmollA] Jake] SYFat AR

wof 74, 219} 59| o|aele] FAlSe] thE Lol A
ofch. o] oueel e Hrf ofairlant a4
W whE A Sre) Hokg thitt A4t ofslel (Y

I

142-30%)°) AA| XA %3} 307} 7121 who] 24 Hi
177027} o= ik, dekolst e gl 583t W
GOl ARt 2 54 Mmahd 57 A9t A Ee] §lof g
AE A gshe Y GAkSe] Yubor BAA= &
Al P AEE AHEE ARG AR

UAFHQ] MBS olA] 24 Y9fel wehs Qhs) i
B7Vok= 712 AAIBaLAL shlch, 54T Aol A At

F 73S ofFA| k= o] SHEE ARIA], &2 28 A9
Alof sl EEHA dE o UEF 2 Aolrt, SatolA
7V Sa3E ALk TA A, T = o|mlate] T
oF AF2leke] Aol oot FAIE HHA R A |G}
AR o r B 7hsTt Aol HeR Sl3iTt

T oAM= AR AR Y] BA ) o 2179 gt o
a7k T E A, ARE AR Y] 71284 A
Ao g FAsto] YAt A9t 7S WO HA] SHEo]
E 0“‘1} ZEA gico] whet $RAE 2l sk {24
21 T QA ste] SakEo] Q1o At A%t
= Hoshal Ji Aol 71ofeke HA o7 qtH1R),

= tiEtoatE s S oA sk “thetoAr
3] 4 3l AR RS EEstolof FheR).” St
& ARG AR QJAReA|Ql EHWM'&‘W} w27,
A, A o r she RO 71AE W
Ail o|5 sk SRt AYE %"—56&";‘:}.

OJALe] URHA G E R 1R -11%)2 Al 4
W 27 B - SRI] Al Aol R} E(3E, 8%
U ghsla, QAL Z7RIS) AP |ke (4, 62)9F $AF Xl
oM =4z, 52, 12, 90=%), YA 4f(10¢)— EH
o}, A7 oAkl UREA GejollA] 7HE a3k e
= B oA 7)as QIR B 4 Hd@i AR
sojof FHK3x)” oct, T1a] WA] o2 204071 &J5} A%l
=0l e 599 AES 3t YAkse] AHEY ot

¢

(o]

N

Mot

7]

Mo

iy

N2

J_
>t

14 EteAEeIR|

A} 7|68 AR 8, QESHIIL BRIRAS] AAA
ol SFEA B AflEe] A uhel, oAk mE
oSk Al} 7148 Q1R0] Be] FAL SIaA ApgStolob
s A Al 2041719 AR JAE ol &
2IAV19) T SUFEOIA BASKD A e 4 el
lct. 3t ojate] ARl R A9R)E I Al=E 7HA
stof B2l o mel gt AFRlAIA S Hfohet] SPgAlok
Ay AElol, WA A B9 vl olnea
ArRIAIA Bdofl 71ofahe 4RI A B-E EATBHIT,

rke ARG HEAARA A7 HEsoF she
i, A= A3t 7leS 55 - dutehal oo w2
= AR wE A EAE olslehH (1), wE ARt 2w
A& 27101 7oA F95 Ao TeHEx).
2T aYH 5o EAZE YA Fof ofef Hief “ork=
Q|E R ohEt, A, 11*1 S Aol AElH e
2 S Helel AAHM F95 fAlstelof At = 23]
A=

R ol28:2)0] 413, sfetA, ele] 4SS A
RolA] 5] SIat o] BAIEe] glck, “OAHs Fofal
Aol FNY QRS AWSHES weeistofof GrH5R)
L Ao 921S Yepict, dzol slekRAe] 9Ke A
TR QSR ALe] HAA, SA12 Aol 944:
‘mfof S oFE & i “zjalo] AAF El Sx|H A
o= QIsjol” Bate] AT AR IS AL 4 Gl
Aol HRS Stolis ek 23RS IS
ABZ(FAT Q7 A= A7) ARol|A FLaET Aol9]
A28 A|AF AOR “BAe] FT TIE, Lojok A, 7
o7} xlgq ﬁ;q]MEH ARt Z1,
o) o] e FolAt o HTF T dhof 24} x}bg; A

e

T3 A WIS B ok Km0
Asi7L oAk vl e o ojghy 7] o] 9l Xﬁl
A - BAA - AR 24 58 st AE o "ebe

ahe o|RAU0) B ol ofotd 7)) ek 2
it 1 2ol o] o) A 712 (Hoz)e]
Z7helo] oAb olg7lEa kg Beteka Al 2t
e ojse} oz )%, Wz, e 27} 5 A o

=



Kim OJ - Park YH - Hyun BG - Codes and guidelines of medical ethics in Korea

2A 71ABtAM = ot Hrh= SR 23S T HAISHT,
A2 gAtel gt s 2 2543 (good medical
practice) ] H4lS AARE Aok, A|112(AL} 2EA}o] 4
T A= AR A= AT Al EF ol A
o] YAl vigo 2 A o783 YA 7t Fast

1, 3zt ]olo] 510%_1 22 o E A L
ojof FHH(112 23)." E3 exke] ojAje} o]OI
BAslr] ffste] QA= i S

3t gae) 7B} HEE g daxl sk }ETQ
folof Freh(11z 53)." Srragseo
JA}L W}ﬂ EOLI JAL— 3%6}7

filo
ful

ol
ol

@ 2552

é“.:

ol

o o 2 o 4 ok
b
=

—lo

ool ekt 251 Ewﬁi weefsfolol Q11
. g 2ol 9 3 dheiglo]
ojAg Falsted, E4je] ojolo] Hrjet EFw I RAEE
2 eelsjolo BT ol 918 Bxje] o Uelel oAl
A% ojs(152)9} $xje] o MElH £F(132)S WA
soict,

3k gAje] QAT AP 51233} 8} ve) 1
B(172)0] i ARG AN, o A2o] Al x5
Bl zgo B "ol o2 wge So] A7) 1)
£ A% 0 A7} U A9 AIAE YN Ak Sl
= ygoltt, Eg A oAkl HelA A elok
A5k 0517 Tholo & The: i, “olis 2= AL
ZRE7] ool 3] Afojile] ofat 4-9et dxet
= $j0h A4 5L ulEsle] o BAS 7 A ok
T S| zto] ool F71EIlch AslH o B4 H
1 2] A50] EAlo] os] “Olas 24le] 2 7195
of h2 ool RS WAL P o] QRE
th2 ool A R Aol 1 et sl ojije] A

wsto] J}Oﬂﬂl Argafiolof ghrk(132)”
5 o] A& FH(162)1}
SHoRE 9 ol$(18%) 5 R oR et BAlE]

A4 55 BAClR] YE fol 253 As gl
ek we] ol ste], Aueh 24 4
of cifgk Al A1) gk, olsazele] alel ojabsel
A e AT ER ote) WEo] gt vhg@3)elA ©
“OR B2 AP ofabA o QAEA) gl olRaslS
AsIALE o AelA FAISHL Gl WIS SH A9 1
ofsrla, 24 o,

HEste] o) gelsiusit thetolbae] elgiale] o
P 5] w2l sfof & 2k WAlsak

o] Aol w]3 OJato] ALl ofeat o) g chis A
UARE A28 U] 27 Rl B HBolth Xt 10]
7 el o) me} SRS whdal] wlEolc, A o
Ao A1 A4z 71 TR F 7] o,
“ojib Ao, 7, QIRASlel 1 THUE) A 1
A, AR, 40 A S $I5t] 2] wmelg o]
o BITFE W} o)k ofAele] AT uhte] 5
o g Fojsto] BARAAS 7 - A7 7]
sjolof sful, Al8le] g F7lskar nje) ojzuislo] vhs
Sk e 8-S AR 20154 FEEET|5FE
Kol Bolz olAbET ofzzelse] Hekat wl4le] A3
2 viodsto] A2t “WAR Q71 A FETE
3 el HS chegle, oAk thitmel el 1
AR Aoz The] Bk A7) WAsk $17] A
ol Aheld EL WgHow BAje] 15 98 715
o AU Feslo] A0l B5E Holo A 057} 9]
o), ofefgt FERA $17] AelA] otz Aeiars] 14
Ao o st A5 AT FA7} Hofof o
ok Aol 3 ok} ARAlelA T Bxje) 1ue
s aof & OR(262)2 “OAbs AR A| I, oFFsi,
S Qlzre] Ao A4S Wefshs 9]

& WejRte] ARG RS g 2AS 7
Asteict, A BRI oRAAE sl

AL vl 2H/LEE" o} 31 “ZF

=

7].@_-%_&1’ /H.-:.':_E:]
Sl E A
Sfof” &

o= oMz RIE

A=} 15



J Korean Med Assoc 2017 January; 60(1):8-17

L AR AR ek BA712A okt Al gl

2 A2TR(O2AY) AU AB N Bl Rl 44
3 A1) Bl £ oRAbglo] Y= s v
e Fofstich, uAle) Eelat PogRhyel melo
2 AF519] o] WFEE olahyFol Bk 2] A1)
of A|29(18V352] TeolAl Slatt elkAZ} Aok

St =717 |8} St olg7) vigel A we A
Qe WAslgct. o] AbBlH SelE th 4
o 7o) FA2ee EYICE HEols F7 3420
o) Fgl 3X(302), 39 T § BAELE),
chghAle) et ol § F)(822) oAl gk ARlAe,
2 A7} HSE RS vl ol AL ulhaleiA]
& slel dhiet FAE HEsso,

A5y 1 4& siof Taou A 7 A ool

A, 45}%? 9 H2AE BRI 23t AgEeiet
71014 ol B oA HEC] AREHI L ER FEEA]
A7 &4 fAE SR Aol Arge] ey
A gelolde 2] A7} Hjote] el SEet
15 845k "ok ¥l £2(33R)E FH8kaL, B4
= U &7B4x)H = oJeHdl 58 A A9t
A=2] 7d Ae FA2E AAAIE vl SA1S AT
o U EFoM e dYYRER)IN H55 A= @
Apoll thet AA1A, GalA ars B F9 e See E

o

lo
WE

o

~
)
ot
1o
-
1o

= Uehlar Sk} 71530 A A9
FAAY AT~ - g3lo)g Sof I3t =5 s Y
askglet, sHAYE W78 24 E7ksth aEo R Qe
AR Q73R St oAk APS BAoR %k%"—
ofgh= 5, MR AdS = WGIE A s =
SRl QITH(36x), HAR] T (37x) %7]0]*—1(38—395)
off theliAl= AA7E HARRA T 7553 wlZoll Al it
w5 A710 A7) 5 s SISkl A7 el Ao A
o5 FAskES PASIE 28tH40%)ollAl= 20134
A 7HE Argaeoll A dAtoll gk ApAIEH HE o] 9l

ouz ol x| A W8S Eolir A7] A
AR W8 Aol Al olaf o] wAIE THEIIT

i
_—1m

16 cisteAEsx|

A1z A7) 214 thet MEe] 23k Fof ke
A7 voll “getala A5 AR oAste] ATE

%?L s E%dc‘i Hh‘iﬁ}oic‘?

=
P Aol SRS T e A0
o AR ANske, s i( 2204 ke

i
o,
Mo
o
D
s

A a9l 219198 47 (432)
7} o|m7|%, ojije, gt 5L 27
2el9198l2 Fof Aol §7]4e|x
R G ER L BELELIESERS NS
dhe AR ol gee] Aol oge ok 4
ot o] A7t oarEe] AR AR ojuky
SHe Aol BAHS AT EE oA 2 4
of dhat 245191 Aol “s4le] gelol] Ang 98 o
2gelig AT Ssle] 47)402 W8T RS Ut
eRiglh Eat AAUsR)] BEF 23S ol “oPpa
A7 FASH 9IS 2 QA thaelbs) A Ul
ARl we AAR 4 Qe WEslskel <o
71454 ohlst thgol dhatelis, o)A el A o)
of AUt =olol 7|23 Uik J1A) Wk 7|2 Ae0E
4 oleke Wt 2 718) AT, e 5 A Holo
Pt A AR,

lo

N

N
w12
s
2
M=)
o

i
)
o 4

filo
4%
o

EE=

dhetelbdalel ez Ade] AR B )
201541} o|oiz] e olzaRrole] Qziet 2o
AW Aol o] A AYe H ERu o)
ulge)2Q) )5 dhet wiEkgo =A) Tk /)28 Al

L 2 QA ABlolA sk Hikalet ool
Ak g 7ol el Shstan A|wshe ARl A

o715 B, ofilo] eRIIAFEBIONA ek Ay
%7t A 3o] ofrAE-olo] Qe 2 o] 71 BA &



Kim OJ - Park YH - Hyun BG - Codes and guidelines of medical ethics in Korea

X HE AP E, ofste] AR ool 2t ARl
S AYAE AFA e 238 59 Aol
AL thgol o277k Slikgel A Ae TRt 2
Qo] Fluki= Ao uterajsict, g olzaelgu Y
of 7PgIlell o] HES ol ojkaeldust el o)
Aol et 2L 71802 W) WS vierg Bat
Itk 5 SAbaI Tt el T shUAE Hletshn
2} 8] thet A BHEIA] B4y, e, oA o
& Ol g o] £ Folo 8 Al

o8l A(EeIA ARGzl 2t l=s)e, olatel,
w83 52 217}0] 2:qde] Ak £914lslE £, 3
of eeolA) AT 98 olEeelns AsLS Suste]
g3, |H0R R aeFY AW FESle] o7
s7o] wiskE whafsto] ARAIS slok & Zeltt wa
o3 WEolA 1 A H 4 agelgen A8 ot
Ujel rlspA 36 5Hs Aol
oS eelusat RSy &
HAES ol Al 2| o] T T BN
Al Aol 485 Eato] o
ol @ ) zeel A Hat o] MAR Bt SN
geloh AErleels AR agT Bl Bgelx THs

[‘

_l

-Tru
<
By
)
ot
=,
o
£
—
1)

ORCID

Ock-Joo Kim, http://orcid.org/0000-0003-4095-4768
Yoon Hyung Park, http://orcid.org/0000-0002-1801-0552
Byung Gee Hyun, http://orcid.org/0000-0002-5526-1481

REFERENCES

1.Yoo SH. Medical professionalism. In: Department of Medical
History and Medical Humanities, Seoul National University
College of Medicine, editor. Clinical ethics. Seoul: Seoul
National University Press; 2014. p. 35-48.

2.Shin DW. History of medical ethics in Korea: focused on

analysis of medical codes and covenants. Korean ] Med Hist
2000;9:163-204.

3.Hong SS, Ahn DS, Lee M], Jang HJ, Heo YJ. Korean report on
the global role of doctor in health care. Seoul: Korean Medical
Association, Research Institute for Healthcare Policy; 2014.

4.Yoo SH. Necessity and directions of revision of doctors ethics
guidelines. Healthcare Policy Forum 2014;12:114-121.

5.Pak EJ. Law and ethics in the age of biotechnology. Seoul:
Ewha Womans University Press; 2000.

6.Kim JH, Yoo SH. Experts’ talk: medical ethics is law; ignoring
it will cause the crisis of survival. Doctor’s News. 2015 Mar 16
[cited 2016 Dec 22]. Available from: http://www.doctorsnews.
co.kr/news/articleView.html?idxno=102373.

7.Choi B. Modern-day medical professionalism: historical
background, evolution of the concepts, and a critique on the
statements. ] Korean Med Assoc 2011;54:1124-1136.

8.Cho BH. Medical professionalism in Korea: a sociological
view. ] Korean Med Assoc 2011;54:1164-1171.
9.Ahn D. Development of medical professionalism in South
Korea. ] Korean Med Assoc 2011;54:1137-1145.
10.Kim S, Choi S. The medical professionalism of Korean physi-
cians: present and future. BMC Med Ethics 2015;16:56.
11.Choi B. Development process for the development of good
medical practice guidelines in Korea. Seoul: Korean Medical
Association; 2013.

12.Lee MJ. How to improve the continuing professional develop-
ment in Korea. Korean ] Med Educ 2016;28:153-156.

Peer Reviewers’ Commentary

ro i

HD0flAi= 20174 CHEHIARR S|l A THESHO] LSt ol ™
OJALR2IXIE ¥ ZE ‘E':*ﬂf WELHES Adlstr Lk
et 0|5 ZHQJAIR 2| &l =Tt R2(1961-1994), 5=

|ALS] FAldut o2 |dd - XIEQ| ~8l(1995-2015), 2

on

|10

SRR 7]E5t OARR2[Y - KIF(2015-)22 30

S5, 0¥ JHES M22 Al7lel AlstoR Holstn 9l
Cf. SAEOR Offst AlHE MBS0 oA fRalRE FE
S DIl AHEQm, 0 e Yol Adls Heirh
o RTOAE Ol JHEO| SlAfe] HMEISolaK Hstof
2742 S0 AEIRion], olAREl0| Chet AR Al2| Ksfat
L 2HE sizsh| I3t Liolets XS KIxgo=M 22)
T TR0l shzsHor & AlckR 278 Eash sigict, 7|
= 120l AOIME 0fafet 27S0| HIgE Zfals FS 7|
Foz Msin Qistl 2 fini o olzRalREol HE
WEHTE 1 KRS AR BEOIM MAIBHCHS ROl olopt
Qlck merEict

[Ha|: HElels]

sk olAfgalxEa 2 17



