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Origin and precondition of medical self-regulation:
State philosophy and medical professionalism in
France

Hee-Jin Han, PhD
Department of Medical Humanities, Korea University College of Medicine, Seoul, Korea

In order to ensure the rights of medical self-regulation, what precondition should be fulfilled by the Korean Medical
Association (KMA) or any other independent medical association or organization? Regulatory authority is defined
as an exercise of legal power by the State for the rights and interests of the people. Thus, if Korean physicians seek
to regulate themselves, on the one hand, the KMA or any other independent medical association or organization
should achieve delegation from the State, and on the other, Korean medical professionalism should fully reflect the
State philosophy. This paper aims to examine the origin and precondition of medical self-regulation in French State
philosophy and French medical professionalism. For this purpose, the following topics are covered: (1) Who was
involved in the establishment of the French State philosophy and what was the role of French physicians? (2) By whom
and how was French State philosophy introduced in American State philosophy? (3) What medical ideas and values
are included in the Declaration of Human and Civic Rights of 1789? (4) How is French State philosophy emblematized
by three key values—freedom, equality, and fraternity—incorporated in French medical professionalism? Dealing with
these topics, this paper claims, on the basis of French history and philosophy, that the most important precondition of
medical self-regulation is for medical professionalism to sufficiently reflect the State philosophy, and consequently the
KMA or any other independent medical association or organization representing Korean physicians should willingly
be involved in shaping the Korean State philosophy.
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Table 1. Name and profession of host and participants in the Circle of Auteuil

Name

Profession

Host Anne-Catherine de Ligniville Helvétius
(1722-1800)

Participants  Frangois Gérard (1770-1837)
Jean-Antoine Houdon (1741-1828)

Bernard Le Bouyer de Fontenelle
(1657-1757)

Denis Diderot (1713-1784)
Jean Le Rond d'Alembert (1717-1783)
Nicolas de Condorcet (1743-1794)

Etienne Bonnot de Condillac (1714-1780)

Georges-Louis Leclerc de Buffon
(1707-1788)

Antoine Lavoisier (1743-1794)
Georges Cuvier (1769-1832)
Pierre-Jean-Georges Cabanis (1757-1808)

Honoré Gabriel Riquetti de Mirabeau
(1749-1791)

Napoléon Bonaparte (1769-1821)
Benjamin Franklin (1706-1790)
Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826)

Artist, painter
Artist, sculptor
Writer, scientist

Philosopher, encyclopedist, writer

Philosopher, mathematician, encyclopedist

Philosopher, mathematician, economist,
politician

Philosopher, writer, economist

Naturalist, biologist, mathematician,
philosopher, writer

Chemist, economist, philosopher
Anatomist, paleontologist

Physician, philosopher, politician, senator
Writer, journalist, politician

General, politician, emperor
Politician, writer, inventor
Politician, philosopher, writer
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souveraineté réside essentiellement dans la Nation, Nul
corps, nul individu ne peut exercer d'autorité qui n'en
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