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South Korea’s health care non-governmental organizations (NGOs) have played a crucial role
in South-North relations, for a formal intergovernmental relationship is difficult to establish
and also easily breaks down. Humanitarian assistance by NGOs in the health care sector is an
area that receives wide support from South Korean society for its urgency and for its appeal to
humanity. This humanitarian assistance started in the late 1990’s and continued to grow until the
late 2000’s. This assistance continued throughout the tension between the two administrations
that resulted in a radical decrease in overall assistance from South Korea to North Korea.
However, concerns remain about the transparency and efficiency of NGO activities. In this article,
the NGOs and their major activities are delineated, and South Korean legislation is examined. A
current act, the Law on the Development of South and North Korean Relations serves as a basis
for governmental regulation and support of NGO’s. Humanitarian assistance in the healthcare
area is directly related to the health of the North Korean people, and it should not be influenced by
political changes. Long-term planning and close discussions between NGOs, their North Korean
counterparts, and the South Korean government are needed. NGOs need to overcome their
shortcomings such as a lack of expertise and shortage of financial support. For this, NGOs must
improve their administration transparency and professionalism.
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Table 1. South Korean assistance to North Korea (unit: 100 million Korean won) B71-el 9kiH10]. E3]

E

Characteristics 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 201 NGO2] &A1Y = Ezj«]
Governmental grant 1,097 1,313 1,360 2,273 1,983 438 294 204 65 FHE| xFAE= H[E&L
Governmental food loan 1,510 1,369 1,787 0 1,505 0 0 0 0 2} =3 9= zls/q]o]x:].
Nongovernmental 766 1,558 779 709 909 725 377 200 131 Figure 10]4] & 4= 9l%0]
Net 3,373 4,230 3,926 2,982 4,397 1,163 671 404 196

A= hEAA T 1Bl
From Ministry of Unification. South Korean assistance to North Korea [Internet]. Seoul: Statistics Korea; = Fok= 1999Wd7}A] 1-4%

2012 [8].
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Table 2. Nine non—governmental organizations (NGOs) in healthcare, North Korean partners, ;]_o(;@]r Qi’ 9\/\]—4_. ]J__/] EH"T ;(] oJo]
and operation area ) ]
Ao}, 754 5 olokE 1 el 4w
NGO Partner Operation area =
P F A9, lFEBAIeIN Aok,
Eugene-Bell Ministry of Health 34 Areas except Chagang
Foundation province and Ryanggang WS, Aot Pk 59
provinee ek 7o 2kl o] A olqiet. e
Korean Sharing Korean Asia-Pacific Peace Pyeongyang _ - _
Movement Committee 2 53 B g A e 224
Nanum International Korean Council for Pyeongyang ol M3 E G5 5= = Aldo] %13
Reconciliation and Cooperation, — _ -
Korean Medical Association H1L gl Aot & 4 Qe O]H
Okedongmu Korean Council for Pyeongyang 3} M3l 9] R daA|e] FQA}
Children in Korea Reconciliation and Cooperation ool ULk )k o] fek mstel
)
Korea Foundation National Cadre Trading Center Pyeongyang, Sinuiju, H A e =
for World Aid Nampo 2] WZheA| o] A4 oA 7A] 2t A
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Reconciliation and Cooperation F oAl S alshal )l X
Korea JoinTogether  Overseas Korean Aid North Hamkyung She Ao vt Rl el
Society (JTS) Commission province A AAFY 27| 2E] A|&H o2 AdNE
Korea Welfare Kwangmyongsong General Pyeongyang - - -
Foundation Corporation 2] AMS 29, ARlETEY] S3dS

From Lee CS, et al. Current status of North Korea assistance NGO’s and future direction.
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Table 3. Number of South Korean agencies visiting North Korea

2009 2010 2011
Total humanitarian 761 684 931
assistance
Healthcare area 227 (29.8%) 143 (20.9%) 89 (9.6%)

From Ministry of Unification. North Korea healthcare aid by catego-
ry 1997 to 2012, October [Internet]. Seoul: Ministry of Unification
[13l.
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Appendix 1.  South Korean non-governmental organization’s in healthcare area and their Areas of Activity (Korea NGO Council for Coopera-
tion with North Korea, 2005)
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