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he health insurance financial crisis and the aging population have overshadowed the South

Korean healthcare market. Reforming healthcare has become a major policy issue in the
upcoming presidential election on December 19, 2012. It is hard to imagine a time when expec-
tations have been higher and the challenges have been greater for the next administration to
create a sustainable healthcare system. Among healthcare policy problems, the new administ-
ration must keep in mind reforms for healthcare personnel. Accordingly, several intermediate and
long-term actions and initiations for healthcare personnel can help lay the groundwork for sustain-
able development of Korea’s healthcare system. Possible examples include balancing the supply
plan of physicians and nurses according to the finances of the National Health Insurance, control-
ling the number of dentists, oriental medical doctors, and pharmacists, while enhancing health
education specialists, and complementary and alternative medical therapists.
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Table 1. Classification of healthcare personnel according to laws in Korea

Classification

Category

Related laws

Medical personnel
Pharmacists

Qualified medical
specialists

Qualified dental
specialists

Qualified oriental
medical specialists

Licensed field nurse
specialist

Conditionally
qualified limited
medical personnel

Nurse’s aide

Quasi-medical
practitioners

Masseurs
Public health doctors,
etc.

Licensed medical
technicians

Paramedics
Sanitary technicians
Cooks/dietitians

Health education
specialists

Physicians, dentists, oriental medical doctors, nurses, and midwives
Pharmacists and oriental pharmacists

Internal medicine, neurology, psychiatry, general surgery, orthopaedics
surgery, neurosurgery, chest surgery, plastic surgery, anaesthesia,
obstetrics & gynecology, paediatrics, ophthalmology, otolaryngology,
dermatology, urology, diagnostic radiology, therapeutic radiology,
anatomical pathology, clinical pathology, rehabilitation medicine,
tuberculosis, family medicine, nuclear medicine, occupational
medicine, emergency medicine, and preventive medicine (26)

Oral and maxillofacial surgery, prosthodontics, dentistry in orthodontics,
pediatric dentisrty, periodontology, periodontal conservation, oral
medicine, oral and maxillofacial radiology, oral pathology, and
preventive dentisty (10)

Oriental medical (internal medicine, gynecology, paediatrics,
ophthalmology, otolaryngology, dermatology, neuropsychiatry,
rehabilitation medicine, sasang constitution, and acupuncture &
moxibustion) (8)

Public health, anesthetic, mental health & psychiatry, home health care,
infection control, occupational health, emergency care, gerontological
nursing, critical care, hospice, oncological nursing, clinic and child
health (12)

Conditionally qualified limited (physicians, dentists, and oriental medical
doctors)

Nurse’s aide

Bone settlers, acupuncturists, and moxibustioners
Masseurs/masseuses

Public health doctors (physicians, dentists, and oriental medical

doctors) and community health practitioners

Clinical pathology technicians, radiological technicians, physical
therapists, occupational therapists, dental technicians, and dental
hygienists

Medical records officers and opticians

Paramedics (first class and second class)

Sanitary technicians

Cooks and dietitians

Health education specialists (first class, second class, and third class)

Medical Service Act article 2

Pharmaceutical Affairs Act
article 2

Medical Service Act article 77
Enforcement regulations
article 41

Medical Service Act article 77,
Enforcement regulations
article 41

Medical Service Act article 77
Enforcement regulations
article 41

Medical Service Act article 78

Medical Service Act article 79

Medical Service Act article 80
Medical Service Act article 81

Medical Service Act article 82

Law of Special Action for
Healthcare Service in Rural
Area article 2

Medical Technicians related Law
article 2

Medical Technicians related Law
article 3

Emergency Medicine related
Law article 36

Sanitary Technicians related
Law article 2

Sanitary Codes of Retail Food
article b1, article 52

National Health Promotion Law
article 12-2
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Table 2. Current status and trend of healthcare personnel in Korea

i = x| m o
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: 6.178%} 4. 8902 713 w@o oA} &
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=2 3} 18] 29} ¢ ~Eglol= £33}
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doctors Ho} =& Iyl &3, $euvet
Nurses 89,032 120,415 160,295 213,644 270274  303.6
' ' ' ' ' H7l= 247 2,083 1.7808 &
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ol ol 2= o ; =]
Pharmacists 37118 43269 50,623 54,829 60,956  164.2 Fl2ell &3 slckFigure 1), A,
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Masseurs/ 4,200 2,410 5,093 6,516 8,134 193.7 . o e o
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Values are presented as number or %.

From Ministry of Health and Welfare. Ministry of Health and \Welfare year book 2011. Seoul:
Ministry of Health and Welfare; 2012 [3].

“Licensed physicians (dentists and oriental medical doctors) = physicians (dentists and
oriental medical doctors) + conditionally qualified limited physicians (dentists and oriental
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Figure 1. The number of practising physicians per 1,000 inhabitants (From Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development. OECD
factbook 2011-2012: economic, environmental and social statistics [Internet]. Paris: OECD Publishing; 2011) [2].
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Table 3. Increasing trend of practicing physicians per 1,000 population (Organization for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and Development 2009/2012 report)
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Country 1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2007" 2010 T"("\jf)eb) =3 Aol weh AR 2, A7
Greece 125 162 243 34 433 535 (6.1) 22 ARl RA, A7 T wHshkE o
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Finland - - - - 267 27 (2.8 - U BAZA T A} 2212 93t
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b) . . R .. ..
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From Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development. OECD factbook 2011-2012: _ = -
economic, environmental and social statistics [Internet]. Paris: OECD Publishing; 2011 [2]. HaJo] F=A| AL et E3] I
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Figure 2. Distribution of physicians as a percentage of total physicians (2009 or latest available year) (From Organization for Economic Coop-
eration and Development. OECD factbook 2011-2012: economic, environmental and social statistics [Internet]. Paris: OECD Pub-
lishing; 2011) [2].

@ @ 40 & 3 =3 Q&
gAY N e‘°\ °“&«\° o 9%\&30&? Q?: Sf\ %d\@& £ :e?\ “if S s@%\v\ vﬁ;\"ﬁ\ 66 ‘%0"& RS ““Q\Q Saes®
o ? R
%\Oﬁ‘b 0190?\\)6 o \\ o N

I 2009 or latest available year 4 2000 or first available year

Figure 3. The number of practising nurses per 1,000 inhabitants (From Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development. OECD
factbook 2011-2012: economic, environmental and social statistics [Internet]. Paris: OECD Publishing; 2011) [2].
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Figure 4. Ratio of nurses to physicians (2009 or latest available year) (From Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development. OECD
factbook 2011-2012: economic, environmental and social statistics [Internet]. Paris: OECD Publishing; 2011) [2].

Table 4. Trend of the apply rate of intern and resident by specialty

Specialty 2007 2008 2009 2010 20M

Avoiding Chest surgery 45.2 41.0 26.0 46.1 355
General surgery 84.1 63.5 64.6 574 61.0

Obstetrics & 61.9 575 75.4 679 66.7

gynecology

Preferring  Dermatology 201.3 174.1 1721 1576 146.0
Plastic surgery 166.3 173.6 166.7 145.5 143.3
Ophthalmology 168.6 150.0 141.9 146.4 1315

Values are presented as %.

From Healthcare Future Commission, Ministry of Health and Welfare; Korea Institute for Health
and Social Affairs. 2020 Vision and policy initiative of healthcare in Korea: Healthcare Future

Commission action report. Seoul: Korea Institute for Health and Social Affairs; 2011 [9].
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